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Town of Embarrass 
October 8, 2025 
Board Meeting 

PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present:  Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary Novak, 
Jennifer Boese 

Absent:  Jack LaMar 
Visitors:  None 

Meeting was called to order by Lee at 6:08 p.m. with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

September minutes reviewed.  Motion Lee/Garman 
approve the minutes as written.  Carried 2-0. 

Treasurer’s Report reviewed.  Motion Lee/Garman to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Carried 2-0. 

Maintenance Report was reviewed.  On file.  
Motion Lee/Garman to convert one maintenance position 
to an on-call as needed up to 28 hours per week with the 
on needs to be determined by lead maintenance.  Carried 
2-0.

Road Report by Garman. Few of the roads were graded 
by county.  

Campground Report.  Campground Host volunteered 
hours and labor to add an additional site and removal of 
tree stumps.  Horse Campsites have been asked about. 
Supervisors like the idea of horse campsites but township 
is not currently in the position right now to develop a 
plan, budget and funding currently.  If there are any 
residents that would like to develop a committee for this 
idea they are welcome to come speak with the board.  

Cemetery improvements have been completed by 
Garman. Waiting for rain to seed in the new cleared area. 
Garman has worked countless hours at the Cemetery and 

much appreciation to Eric. Discussion was had on the five 
hundred dollars that was donated to the cemetery. 
Platform and public benches are of interest. Mowing 
schedule at the Cemetery was discussed.  
Cemetery Deeds signed.  

Lee would like to see one area each meeting to dig into 
expenses. Motion Lee/Garman at watch meeting to 
examine each area of expenses and income for each 
property and activity. Carried 2-0.  

Garman speaks on Firstnet cell service. Motion 
Lee/Garman to meet with Firstnet for a presentation. 
Garman to set up meeting date. Carried 2-0.  

Motion Lee/Garman to reimburse Clerk and Deputy for 
cost of food provided for contractors. Carried 2-0. 

Garman discusses the scope of work for township 
brushing RFP information. Clerk will type up the RFP. 

Motion Lee/Garman to send half deposit down on the 
Nelimark Roof project and the remaining money to be 
given within two days of roof completion after inspected. 
Carried 2-0. 

Motion Lee/ Garman to ask township attorney to attend a 
board meeting. Carried 2-0. 

Motion Lee/Garman to approve the claims and 
correspondence. Carried 2-0. 

Meeting adjourned by Lee at 8:23 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Boese 

Correction in October’s Flying Finn 

An error was accidently made in the October SISU 
Minutes that hopefully did not cause a hardship for 
anyone.    This editor is truly apologetic.  The 
minutes should have read: 

“6.  A Round-up grant of $1,200 was received from 
LCP to install four (8 ft) base-board heater panels 
at the Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church”  NOT 
$51,200 as previously stated.   



SISU Heritage, Inc 
Monthly Meeting 
October 20, 2025 

Present:  Marlin Bjournrud, Tom Sheehan, Bruce Sweney, 
Linda Koskela, Jon Salo, Winnie Kovisto, Mickey White 

Guest:  Paul Knuti 

1. September minutes were reviewed and stand as
approved by Pres. Marlin B.

2. September financial reports were presented and
accepted by a motion from Mickey W., second
Jon S., MC.  A motion by Bruce S to approve a
$435 invoice, Second Tom S., MC.

3. Membership reported one new member.  152 –
33 lifetime.  Mickey W. reported the SISU
newsletter will be (8) pages with a request for
addition articles to fill those pages.

4. The Underwood Contractors started the siding on
the Seitaniemi House Barn.  The gate will be
installed the week of October 20th.

5. Bruce S. reported he and Dan A have
exposed/stripped and rechinked a log wall in the
Hanka house.  A sewing machine and silverware
were recently donated.  Gerry Bermel also, has
donated a Victrola phonograph.

6. Dates set for future events:

• SISU, Heritage, Inc Annual Meeting,
Sunday, Feb 22, 2026

• National Sauna Day, Saturday, June 6,
2026

• Community Night Out, Sunday,
September 13, 2026

7. Information presented by Paul K. – the Embarrass
Township has given permission to remove the
“Joker” (car tractor) from the Pyhala Homestead
to the Nelimark Museum, motion by Tom S.,
second Mickey W., MC.

A presentation by Dan Alto & Paul Knuti on the
House Barn will be given on November 4, 2025 at
2pm @ Grace Lutheran Church in Hibbing.

Additional Signage for the Pyhala Place & Finnish
Apostolic Lutheran Church will be checked for
pricing by Bruce S.

8. Christmas Bazaar at the Kaleva Hall on November
15, 2025 (9am-2pm).

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 
The next meeting in on the third Monday, November 17, 
2025 @ 6:30pm at the Embarrass Town Hall.   

Nelimark YuleTide Treasures 2025 Christmas Theme 

Nelimark Artisans announce Christmas theme for November & December openings.  The volunteer artisans who are 
hosting the upcoming weekend openings in November and December for community and friends have selected 
“Yuletide Treasures” as the theme for their Christmas presentation this year. 

The farmstead at 4839 Salo Road across the street from the Timber Hall Event Center in Embarrass will be transformed 
into a wonderland of red and white and green for six days beginning November 6, 7,  8 and December 11, 12, and 13, 
2025.  

The Yule Tide season is rapidly approaching and the Embarrass elves and helpers have been busy preparing  for the 
annual event.  Many new and creative home crafted and interesting items are coming to the Neli this year. And 
Embarrass kitchens will be  bustling and bursting with the aroma of fresh bread and pastry baking. 

Treasures at the Nelimark will include conversations with friends and neighbors over free coffee, goodies and spiced 
cider for all to enjoy,  new books to purchase and read for all ages, hand crafted wooden and cloth creations, soaps, 
and sauna items, music upstairs and down, many colored handmade rag rugs and runners, aromatic candles,  a room 
full  of old-time Christmas decorations and collectibles, and tables over-loaded with every kind of delectable 
Scandinavian holiday bakery goods—-breads, cookies, pastries, a shelf loaded with jars of pickles, relishes, jams and 
jellies gathered and prepared over the summer. And some new surprise items no doubt. 

The hosts at the Nelimark Museum and Gift Shop will open to share their Yuletide Treasures with visitors on 
November 6th, 10 am to 3 pm for two weekends (six days) through December 13.  Merry Christmas! 

Submitted by Ron Sutton 



  
 
Deepest gratitude, appreciation, honor and joy is extended to all who volunteered 
and participated in the Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire Department (ERVFD) first 
ever BIG Truck event held on 10/25 at the Embarrass Townhall. 
 
First, huge thank you to all the participants who attended! Your presence is what 
makes it all worthwhile and what it is all about. We could not do it without your 
support. Thank you for being a part of our village. It takes a village! For those that 
did not attend, you missed a great time. 
 

Thank you to ERVFD for hosting the event for Embarrass and our neighboring communities. 
 
Kudos to Amy Lyn for her awesome computer skills creating our attractive posts made into signage!   
 
Thank you, Matthew Warren and his trustee helper, Nicole Jacka, for always being our Sparky mascot and helper, 
who entertains adults and children alike. 
 
Thank you to the BIG truck participants that brought their big rigs for all to see: C & C Winger, Babbitt Fire 
Department, Babbitt Ambulance, Tower Fire Department, St. Louis County Sheriff St. Louis Sheriff Rescue Squad, 
Bougalis Construction, Minnesota Power & Light, St. Louis County Public Works. ERVFD appreciates your 
community dedication and LOVES your BIG trucks. 
 
Thank you, Embarrass Township, for the ability to rent the perfect grounds, building and truly beautiful fully functional 
commercial kitchen for such events, including a great commercial dish washer that was operated by multi-helpful 
John MunzJohn Munz. Thank you, John. 
 
Thank you, Jenny Boese and Roger Davies, and Marge Cornelius for ALL the extras you volunteered to do to support 
us. Liked our interior and exterior decor and printed materials? Jenny is our design expert. 
 
Thank you rock pickers, washers, haulers and primers for the youth activity event: Toni Theel, Sarah Wallert 
Ramponi, John Munz and Roger Davies. 
 
Thank you to our Youth Activities leader, Hayden Rasmussen! 
 
Thank you to our volunteer pulled pork master creators: Michelle Fowler and her better half, Daryl a/k/a Pokey. 
 
Thank you to our, ever always willing, Beth and her Merry Maids, serving kitchen crew: Beth Rolfson, Jill Waisanen, 
Pam Myre, Dinah Scherer, and Stacy Lee. Anywhere they were needed, these ladies said, “I can do that.” 
 
Baker Lex McDonald delivered as always yummy, delicious and pretty firefighter themed cupcakes aplenty plus. 
 
Thank you to our Drawing and Silent Auction contributors: Ron Peterson of Peterson & Sons Septic Services, Happy 
Dog, Debbie Nehring Barker of Iron Range Barn Quilts, TRs Whimsical Earrings, Diane Kehus of Diane’s Tie 
Blankets and Crafty Country Homemade Soaps, Klatt’s Korner Market, Golden Paws Dog Training, Heather's Home 
Goods, Embarrass, MN, Jenny Boese and Three Mares and An Old Woman. 
 
Your donations were invaluable, and people enjoyed the process, bringing a playful competitive appeal. Thank you 
for your generosity, 
 
Thank you to our shirt designer/manufacturer that always delivers in time our quality ERVFD wear goods, Jessica 
Moen-Baker. 
 
Thank you one and all for a great event. All of the Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire Department appreciates your 
unwavering community support!    

Many Thanks! 
                                                                                                             
                                A Big thank you to ERVFD Chief  
                                 Eric Garman and his crew of  
                                  Volunteers for all you do for  
                                  the community and beyond. 

                  Special thank you to Shireen Lee  
for all your hard work and 
       putting together 
 the ERVFD Big Truck Event!  
 





Waasa Township Regular Board Meeting 
Waasa Town Hall 

Wednesday, September 10, 2025 

Board Members Present:  Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, 
Allan Schnacky, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson 
Visitors:  Winnie Koivisto 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, 
Mike Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Minutes Approval:  Eric moved to approve the August 
6, 2025 Meeting Minutes and the August 13th Special 
Meeting as read with Mike supporting.  Carried (3-0).  

Treasurer’s Report:  Receipts for July were:  $1,665.46 
from St. Louis County Auditor-- ’25 MN DNR PILT and 
$10,668.00   
From St. Louis County Auditor--’24 Taconite Production 
(Aug. ’25 Distribution).  Disbursements from General 
Fund totaled $8,344.02 and $900.00 from Cemetery 
Fund for mowing.  Mike approved the Treasurer’s 
report and to approve payment of the bills listed below 
plus payroll and PERA with support from Allan.  Carried 
(3-0).  

Bissonette, Chris (Bisso’s All Season Care)      $      600.00
Cemetery—Lawn Care X2 

Lake Country Power       110.34
Automatic Payment—Made on 8/30/25 

MATIT     2,315.00
Township Insurance 

Menards          26.77
Handicap Sign & Office Supplies 

Pulkinen, Eric          42.70
Mileage Reimb. 

Rock, Snow & Fire      6,100.00
Brushing on Koskela&Teinila, Cemetery Rd. 

Address Visitors:  A resident stated that she thought 
the brushing job could have been done better on 
Teinilla Road.  Eric will take a look and will consult with 
SLC. 

Road Report:   Grading has been done on all township 
roads except for Dale Road.  Roads are in good 
condition with the exception of Appaloosa where 
there’s a slight wash-out on a hill.  The beavers are a 
problem on So. Skarp again.  Eric does appreciate the 
person who tried to help take care of the problem but, 
asks that he please leave the grate in place in front of 
the culvert. 

Cemetery:  The board asks that all decorations be taken 
off their loved one’s grave by the end of October. 

New Business:  The regular board meeting will remain 
as the 2025 schedule states--October 8th but, the 
December 10th meeting will be moved to December 3rd.  
Mike so moved with support from Eric.  Carried (3-0). 

We need to replace our pressure tank at the hall.  
Tabled until the Oct. meeting to get more price quotes. 

The board is exploring options for the transfer pump of 
the furnace to take care of condensation in the winter. 

Correspondence:  It is felt the email from SLC for road 
improvement would not apply to Waasa. 

Adjournment:  Eric moved to adjourn with support 
from Mike at 7:45 p.m.  Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 

Thank you! 
Waasa Township wishes to thank Terry Alldrich for 

the donation of photos and other historical 
information about our township.  It is deeply 

appreciated and will be on display at our town hall. 

Sincerely, 
Waasa Town Board 

The 2025 Ride Raffle N Roll to Fight ALS Committee 

would like to thank everyone for your generous 

donation!  With your help, we were able to raise 

$20,082, which was be donated to Never 

Surrender’s Black Woods Blizzard Tour. 

In 10 years, Ride Raffle N Roll has raised over 

$117,000 for ALS research and to help those living 

with ALS due to the generosity of people like YOU! 

Thank you! Travis, Aaron, Ethan, Katie, George, Lisa, 

Angie, Leeanne & Dawn 



Obituaries 
Ardell L. Thoreson, 92 
Ardell "Art" Lloyd Thoreson, 92, of Virginia, formerly of 
Embarrass, passed away peacefully on Oct. 14, 2025, at 
Essentia Medical Center in Virginia, with his wife and 
family by his side. Services were held by Pastor 
Christina Forsythe at Hope Lutheran Church in 
Embarrass on Oct. 27, followed by lunch at Embarrass 
Town Hall. Interment was in the Embarrass Cemetery. 
We will see you soon, Ardell. 

Ardell was born on March 19, 1933, to Carl and Emma 
Giving Thoreson in Hazel. He grew up in the Goodridge 
area. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1953 and served 
stateside, being the Korean conflict ended just before 
he was to be shipped overseas. He retired as SP2 
Sargent in 1956. Upon discharge he obtained his 
private flying license. After working various jobs, Art 
went to work for Erie (LTV) in April 1956, and loving his 
job, worked there for 39 years in the Locomotive 
Department. 

He married Lillie June Knutson from Oklee in 1955, and 
they were married 70 years. To this union two children, 
Peggy and Tony, were born, his pride and joy. He was a 
very kind and very ambitious person. Art was a 
member of Hope Lutheran Church in Embarrass and 
was involved in many of their projects including being 
on the church council. He was very proud of his 
Norwegian heritage that included his family who were 
early Minnesota pioneers from Eureka Township, 
Dakota County and Farmington. 

He had many hobbies - snow machining, hunting, 
traveling, fishing, chauffeuring his wife for the 
genealogy projects, and he loved machinery. He had an 
FCC Ham Radio License. Field Day was special, being it 
was held on their hill in Embarrass. 

Art started making violins in his retirement stage, his 
favorite hobby, but later had to quit because of his eye 
condition. He enjoyed working in the forest. Ardell was 
a craftsman who created violins from the raw wood 
that he cut down. He would cut, slit, dry, and shape it 
into a musical instrument. It was then tuned to 
frequency. 

Ardell is survived by his wife, Lillie Thoreson of Virginia; 
children, Peggy (Larry) Knapper of Gilbert and Tony 
(Tina) Thoreson of Embarrass; grandchildren, Stephen, 
Melody, Angel (Erik), Danielle and Jessie; great-
grandchildren, Nadia, Rose, Jacob and Hallie; siblings, 
Leonard Thoreson of Virginia, Kenneth Thoreson of 

Roseau, Darlene Erickson of Annandale and Arlyce 
Roisland of Waite Park; and sister-in-law, Carol Geiger 
of Sioux Falls, S.D. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Carl and 
Emma Thoreson; and all of his siblings’ spouses. 

Terry L. Kylmala, 81  
Terry Lee Kylmala, 81, of Embarrass, peacefully passed 
away at Essentia Health - St. Mary’s in Duluth, on Oct. 
1, 2025. A gathering of family and friends took place on 
Oct. 16 at Timber Hall in Embarrass. The family 
encouraged all to wear a flannel shirt, Terry’s favorite 
kind of shirt. The family requested memorials to the 
Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire Department or Sisu 
Heritage Inc.  

Terry was born on Nov. 16, 1943, to Reino and Alice 
Hayden Kylmala. He served in the U.S. Navy in the 
Seabees. Terry married Doris Seppala and they moved 
to Embarrass. He and Doris started and ran Kylmala 
Truss until their retirement. 

Terry is survived by his wife of 59 years, Doris; son, 
Keith Kylmala of Duluth; and daughter, Kristie Kylmala 
of Virginia; siblings, Michael (Connie) Kylmala, Nancy 
(Joe) Skerjance and Laura Ann (John) Halvorson.  

He was preceded in death by parents; sisters, Gail and 
Susan; and brother, Richard. 

Stephen J. Anderson, 80 
Stephen J. Anderson, 80, of Embarrass, passed away on 
Oct. 12, 2025, at St. Mary's Essentia Health Hospital in 
Duluth. Per his wishes, no services will be held. 





Pike Apostolic 
Lutheran Church 

6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

Services at 10:30am 

Communion – First Sundays 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass 
218 984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 

Pastor Christina Forsythe 

Office Hours:  Saturday 11am – 3pm 

Sunday School Begins at 9am 

Services begin at 10:30am 

Evangelical Free Church 
5606 E Taylor Rd -  Embarrass, MN 55732 - 218-984-3402 

www.efreechurch.com - marlinb@efreechurch.com
Sunday  

Family Bible classes 9am 
Family Worship Service 10am 

Monday 
Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm 

Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study  9am 
Kids on the Rock 4:00pm 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry 6:30pm 

Thursday 
All Coffee and Conversation 9am-11am 
Nov 23 Men’s Thanksgiving Prayer 7am 

Saturday 
Nov 1 Men’s Breakfast 8am 

Sunday 
Nov 16 Ministries Team Meetings 11:30am 
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Service  6:30pm 

Sunday Messages 
Nov 2 The Judgement of False Teachers 
Nov 9 The Day of The Lord 
Nov 16 A Side Trip Into the Teachings of Paul 
Nov 23 How Then Should We Live? 
Nov 30 Nathan Thompson 

Arrowhead 
Bookmobile 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
Cookbooks, large print books, 
DVDs, audiobooks and video 
games. For further information on 
the Bookmobile or Mail-A- Book 
services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., 
Mt. Iron, MN 55768, 218 741-3840, 
see us on Facebook or check our 
web site at www.alslib.info. 

Babbitt Public Library 

Monday -  Thursday 
9am-5pm 

Friday 
10am - 6pm 

http://www.apostoliclutheran.org/
mailto:hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com
http://www.efreechurch.com/
mailto:marlinb@efreechurch.com
http://www.alslib.info/






Alterations & Creations 
I can fix just about anything.  Most 
sewing fixes take little time, so come 

by and have a cup of coffee while I fix 
it or just drop it off and I’ll have it 

returned to you quickly. 

My Prices are reasonable! 
Costumes, Dresses, Formals & 

Quilts Made to order!  Call me 
for all your sewing needs. 

Please contact me if you are 
interested in learning how to sew! 

Robin Laulunen/218 404-9488 
 



Advertise Your Business Here 
¼  Page = $10 ½  Page = $20 

Full Page = $40 
To place an ad in the Flying Finn Monthly Newsletter, write to: 

The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd Embarrass MN 55732 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or contact the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984- 2084 

The Flying Finn welcomes any and all announcements 
regarding community events or groups.  All items submitted 
must be approved by the Town of Embarrass governing 
board.  Neither the Town of Embarrass nor the Flying Finn 
necessarily endorse the viewpoints or ideology of these 
groups or their events.  The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any or all letters to the editor 
including submitted materials. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Flying Finn Subscription Renewal and/or Gift Subscription - $22/Year

Initial Subscription Renewal Subscription Gift Subscription 

Name/address of person to receive the newsletter

Name of Gift Giver 

Debit cards or credits cards are accepted.  If paying by check, please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN  55732 

Check this box if you 
would like to be notified 
when the gift subscription 
has expired. 

From the Editor 

We at the FLYING FINN strive to represent Embarrass 
and the surrounding areas.  Please contact me, to 
submit articles, advertisements, community notices, 
letters to the editor, photos. artwork, etc or if you 
have concerns or suggestions for the newsletter.  
Along with your submission, please include the size 
you want placed in the newsletter.  You can contact 
me via email at this address:  

flyingfinneditor@gmail.com

Include your name, phone number and email address.  
Photos or other materials will be returned, if 
necessary, please be sure to let me know.  The Town of 
Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish 
any letter to the editor or other submitted materials.  I 
must receive all submissions for the newsletter no 
later than the 23rd of each month.   

Terri 
Flying Finn Editor 

mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
mailto:finneditor@gmail.com

