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Merry Christmas from the
Embarrass Town Board.
May your Christmas be
filled with joy.




EMBARRASS

ICE CANDLE
CELEBRATION

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 13™

DRIVE THROUGH THE EMBARRASS CEMETERY AT DUSK AND THROUGH

THE NIGHT TO SEE THE BEAUTIFUL DISPLAY OF ICE CANDLES. STOP BY
THE TOWNHALL BETWEEN 4:00 - 6:00 P.M. FOR A SLOPPY JOE, HOT
COFFEE AND SOME HOMEMADE CHRISTMAS GOODIES.




Town of Embarrass
November 12, 2025
Board Meeting
PENDING BOARD APPROVAL

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary Novak,
Jennifer Boese
Visitors: Gene Wright, Mickey White

Meeting was called to order by LaMar with the Pledge of
Allegiance at 6:00 p.m.

October minutes reviewed. Motion LaMar/Lee to accept and
approve the minutes as presented. Carried 3-0.

Treasurer Report presented by Novak. September and October
were discussed. Motion LaMar/Garman to approve the
Treasurers Report. Carried 3-0.

AT&T representatives discussed FirstNet phone service that
they are offering to the township officials. First responders
and Public Safety Professionals get prioritized connectivity.

Visitor emails discussed and it is requested that a written
proposal with where the signs are wanted to be placed and
what information should be on them. Also suggest that
maybe a sigh committee should be formed.

SISU Heritage, Inc., the joker will not be moved from the
Pyhala Homestead to the Nelimark Museum as discussed
because the joker is too rusted.

Maintenance Report by Lee. Report on file. Ford F150 has
been having mechanical issues and should be looking into a
replacement. Watching sites for a replacement truck should
be done and figuring a budget to purchase. Plow truck needs
appropriate tires for winter and plowing. Electrical problems
discussed. Need to get verification of the problem and go
over options on how to solve the problem. Second
maintenance worker has agreed to be on a on call basis, but
Lee believes it may be a good idea to have a second on call
position. Motion Lee/Garman to post an ad for a second on-
call position for maintenance at up to 28 hours a week.
Carried 3-0.

Cemetery Report given by Garman. Garman has been busy
with burials and work at the cemetery. Garman seeded the
new area he cleared out. LaMar suggests putting together a

scope of work for a licensed sprayer to spray an applicator at
the cemetery to control the weeds. Lee is worried about the
chemicals that may be sprayed. Garman is concerned nobody
will respond to the scope of work.

Road Report by Garman. Garman drove the roads and feels
they are in pretty good shape.

Request for Proposal was presented to the board to review.
Motion LaMar/Lee to release the RFP as presented. Carried 3-
0. End date for proposals to be received will be December
17" by 2:00 p.m.

Blessing Cupboards / Outside Food Pantry idea was presented
by Lee to have one here at the Town Hall for those who may
need dry and canned food in tough times. Just an idea
currently in hopes to become a project in the near future. All
supervisors are in favor of this idea. Looking for someone to
lead this project.

Lee spoke with the lawyer about past meeting discussions.
Lawyer was unable to get in touch with residents. Lee
informed him of contact information she has.

Looking into one property expense at every meeting to see
what costs are for each one. Rink property is first on the list.
Breaking up the costs for properties should include the hours
maintenance spend on working at township properties. Rink
liner was discussed and has not been ordered and most likely
too late to do so now. LaMar has stepped down as the
contacting businesses for advertising. Garman to check on
some poly liner that may possibly work.

Motion Garman/Lee to accept the Claims and
Correspondence. Carried 3-0.

Novak speaks about changing the website to .gov as
required.

Clerk prints out financial reports for supervisors.

Quarter audit was completed. Motion Garman/Lee to
approve the audit finding nothing incorrect or out of order.
Carried 3.

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 by Lee.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk

DECEMBER 2025 CLERKS CORNER

Just like that it is December already!

Hall for a sloppy joe, Christmas treats and a warm drink.

Jennifer Boese
Embarrass Town Clerk

Ice Candle Celebration will be held on December 13™ this year. After
you drive through the cemetery make sure you stop over at the Town

Have @ Very

Merry Christmas




Waasa Township Regular Board Meeting

Waasa Town Hall
Wednesday, October 8, 2025

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, Allan
Schnacky, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson
Visitors: Linda Koskela

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Board Chair,
Mike Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes Approval: Mike moved to approve the September
10, 2025 Meeting Minutes as read with Allan supporting.
Carried (3-0).

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for September were: $10.31
from St. Louis County Auditor-- 25 MN DNR PILT
ADJUSTMENT and $39.55 from Northern State Bank--CDs.
Disbursements from General Fund totaled $14,026.93 minus
an error (at EVFCU of $4,020.00) and $600.00 from
Cemetery Fund for mowing. Mike approved the Treasurer’s
report and to approve payment of the bills listed below plus
payroll and PERA with support from Allan. Carried (3-0).

Bissonette, Chris (Bisso’s All Season Care) $ 600.00
Cemetery—Lawn Care X2

Lake Country Power 112.26
Automatic Payment—Made on 9/30/25

Pulkinen, Eric 20.30
Mileage Reimb.

U.S. Treasury 138.39

3rd Quarter Payment

Address Visitors: A resident stated that the brushing job on
Koskela Road is much improved since the contractor came

Ever wonder what plum pudding looks like
Traditional English Plum Pudding

LR

back to work on it.

Road Report: Roads are in good condition with the
exception of Appaloosa where there’s a slight wash-out on a
hill. Eric will call for a grading to be done. The beavers are
still active on So. Skarp and they will be monitored.

Cemetery: The board has set the end of October as the date
to remove all decorations from graves or be subject to
disposal.

New Business: The Treasurer will inquire about the interest
rate on the CDs at Northern State Bank on November 5 th
and will report it to the board at the next meeting. At that
time a decision will be made on what is best to do with
them.

Our pressure tank at the hall is operating weakly. It will be
dealt with in the spring.

The board is exploring options of installing a transfer pump
on the furnace to take care of condensation in the winter.
Old Business: Eric reported that there’s been a delay in
setting a meeting date for the Safety Action Plan Focus
Group.

Correspondence: Mail was read and filed.

Adjournment: Eric moved to adjourn with support from
Mike at 7:40 p.m. Carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair
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YULETIDE

THE NELIMARK
MUSEUM A&ND GIFT

SHOP

4839 SALO RD.,
EMBARRASS

WE'RE OPEN
10AM 10 3PM

. ON HWY 21, ACROSS FROM
DEC11,12,13 THE TIMBER HALL

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND TREATS
&
FIND UNIQUE GIFTS AND HANDMADE CREATIONS
BY

THE FARMSTEAD ARTISANS



Marvin A. Hietala, 85

Marvin Arnold “Marv” Hietala, 85, of New Brighton, died on
Nov. 4, 2025. There are no funeral services planned at this
time. Interment will take place at the West Pike Cemetery at
a later date.

He was born on Aug. 2, 1940, in Virginia, to Arne and Ellen
Siipakka Hietala. Marv grew up in Pike and graduated from
Embarrass High School in 1958.

While Marv worked many jobs over his lifetime, his true
love was music; he was a gifted guitar player. He started and
played lead guitar in a band called Kinfolk, performing at
weddings and bars across the Twin Cities. He appreciated
nice cars and collected guitars, servicing and customizing
many. Marv was also a garage sale and auction aficionado;
he loved to find a bargain. Since he was very mechanical and
able to repair just about anything, he scored lots of great
deals.

Marv is survived by his daughter, Wendy (Keith) Cooper;
son, Steven Altobelli; sister, Linda Gish; and grandchildren,
Erin Day (Spencer), Karen Diaz, Rochelle Petersen (Neil),
Crystal Altobelli, Mitchell Bzdok and Brittny Frie.

He was preceded in death by his parents; daughter, Donna
(Daniel) Bzdok; brother, Harold Hietala; and significant
other, Marge Gilbertson.

Christopher J. Running Bear Sr., 54

Christopher James Running Bear Sr., 54, of Embarrass,
passed away peacefully on Nov. 4, 2025, surrounded by his
family. He was an enrolled member of the Sisseton
Wahpeton Oyate tribe located on the Lake Traverse
Reservation in South Dakota and a member of the Bois Forte
community. A celebration of life will be determined at a
later date.

He is survived by Leslie Pflueger, Michael Running Bear,
Francis Running Bear, Thomas Running Bear, Travis Running
Bear, Christopher Running Bear Jr., Carol “Cleo” Running
Bear and Zacariah Warlof, Kendrick Running Bear, Onyx
Running Bear and Idris Running Bear.

Jean M. Sumner, 72

Jean Marie Sumner, 72, died on Oct. 24, 2025, at her home
in Rockport, Texas. After facing chronic lymphocytic
leukemia for many years, her body is finally at peace. A
celebration of life was held at Timber Hall in Embarrass on
Nov. 19.

Jean was born on Dec. 21, 1952, in Plum City, Wis., to Kenny
and Pat Bee. She grew up in Embarrass and graduated from
Virginia High School in 1971. She married Steve Sumner on
Feb. 14, 1987, in Duluth. Jean received her bachelor’s
degree in Accounting from the University of Minnesota-
Duluth in 1981 and worked at Wells Fargo until her
retirement in 2006 when she moved to The Villages, Fla.

Jean and Steve loved to travel and spent many weeks in

Mexico and the Caribbean. Most recently she spent her
winters in Yuma, Ariz., and last winter bought a home in
Rockport, Texas. In the summer, she would return to
Embarrass.

She is survived by her daughters, Leslie (Brad) Brunfelt of
Duluth, Kristen (John) Peek of Orlando, Fla., and Amy
(Dennis) Christopherson of Arkansaw, Wis., stepson, Jason
Sumner; bonus daughter, Julie Sumner; grandchildren, Emily
and Sydney Hanna, Ben and Aaron Fulford, Tabitha (Cody)
Strzyzykowski, Matthew Sumner, Miranda, Robert and Alice
Christopherson; great-grandchildren, Elizabeth and
Mackenzie Strzyzykowski; siblings, Linda (Duane) Henry of
Lacey, Wash., Ann Lamppa of Virginia, Jodi (Perry)
Kronenbush of Rochester and Chuck (Patty) Bee of Tower;
many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends who loved her
dearly; partner, Bob Schroeder; and dog, Sassy.

She was preceded in death by her parents and parents-in-
law; husband of 34 years, Steve Sumner; son, Travis Nevala;
and brother-in-law, Lon Lamppa.

Mary "Marylou" Sherman, 77

Mary "Marylou" Sherman, 77, formerly of the Embarrass
and Virginia areas, died on Oct. 22 2025, at her residence. A
celebration of life will be held at a later date.

She was born on July 20, 1948, to William and Priscilla
Warren. She grew up in the Crosby area and moved to
Embarrass after sixth grade. Marylou spent her winters in
Tucson, Ariz., with her grandparents.

Marylou worked at VRMC for 11 years as a housekeeper,
and she worked with mentally/physically handicapped
people. She loved to crochet, read, and spend time with her
dogs. Marylou also liked to travel, and she enjoyed
participating in and learning about Native American culture.
Marylou is survived by her daughter, Angela; grandchildren,
Devon, Tanner, Jordan and Dakotah; siblings, Robert (Vickie)
Warren, Phyllis (Darald) Bogart, "Butch" William (Patty)
Warren, Bruce (Melinda) Warren, Susan (Steve) Ferrel,
Carmen Mayzsak and George (Chris) DeCent; and several
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, William and
Priscilla; daughter, Yulanda; and brothers, Rod (Melody)
DeCent and Kenny Warren.

Priscilla A. Baldwin, 81

Priscilla Ann “Penny” Renaud Berg Baldwin, 81, of
Embarrass, passed away peacefully in her home surrounded
by her loving family on Oct. 29, 2025. A celebration of life
was held at her home in Embarrass on Nov. 7.

Penny was born on Sept. 3, 1944, to Raymond and Verna
Renaud. A woman of many talents and a devoted
community member, she dedicated decades of her life to
service. She led Brownie and Girl Scout troops, volunteered
with the Babbitt Little League and St. Pius Catholic Church,
(Continued on next page)



and assisted with sewing events for the Babbitt Steel
Workers Credit Union.

Her entrepreneurial spirit shone through in her various
ventures; she owned and operated the Donut Shop in Babbitt
and traveled for several seasons with her "Penny's Fried
Bread" stand at local fairs. While living and working on her
farm, she frequently hosted school tours to educate local
children about farm life.

For over 40 years, Penny served her community with
dedication and compassion as a Certified Nursing Assistant
(CNA) at Ely Bloomenson Community Hospital and Nursing
Home and as a Home Health Aide.

Penny is survived by her loving children, Tina Hansen, Billie Jo
(Gregg) Mattson, Michael (Tanya) Baldwin and April (Jesse)

Howe; sisters, Donna Hall, Sherry Harstad, Sheila Bennett and
Darlene Siebert; sisters-in-law, Kathy Renaud and Joan
Renaud; grandchildren, Blake Buschman, Brianna Buschman,
James Baldwin, Travis Maki, Tasha Baldwin, Jaimie Maki,
Kristen Maki, Ava Howe and Autumn Howe; great-
grandchildren, Breezy Buschman and Braelynn Buschman;
and many nephews, nieces, cousins and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Raymond and
Verna Renaud; first husband, Bill Berg; second husband,
Michael Baldwin; life partner, Wally Wojnar; brothers,
Raymond and Richard Renaud; sister, Patricia Auge; brothers-
in-law, Fred Bennett and Jack Harstad; grandson, Brandon

Buschman; and beloved dog, Gunner 4;

SISU Heritage, Inc
Monthly Meeting
November 17, 2025

Present: Bruce Sweney, David Pike, Tom Sheehan, Marlin
Bjornrud, Jon Salo, Dan Alto, John Kinnunen, Winnie Kovisto,
Linda Koskela

Guests: Marti Kinnunen, Paul Knuti

1. October minutes were presented, reviewed and
approved by board members.

2. October financial report and the Community Night
Out summary was presented and approved by Dan A.,
second John K. MC. A Thank-you for the generous
donation to SISU Heritage, Inc. will be sent to the
Kylmala family in memory of Terry Kylmala.

3. Membership is 152 — 34 lifetime (new member,
Ladies of Kaleva-Ely Chapter).

4. Update on the “Joker” (car tractor), it will NOT be
moved due to its brittle condition. It will stay put and
a path will be cleared to it and still be viewed.

5. Jon S. informed the board that the Virginia Kaleva will
share a table with SISU Heritage at the FINNFEST IN
Duluth in July of 2026.

6. Paul K. share of the overwhelmingly good turnout at
the presentation in Hibbing on the House Barn. There
is a nice relationship developing with the Finnish
Americans & Friends organization.

Seitaniemi’s House Barn siding will be 90% done by
the end of November. The gate has been installed.

7. Bruce S. is waiting to receive pricing for a
replacement of the Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church
signage and three signs for the Pyhala Place. Work
continues on the interior of the Hanka Homestead. A
nice video was shown to the board of the work that
exposed logs by Dan A. and Bruce S.
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8. The SISU Heritage, Inc. Annual meeting will be
Sunday, February 22, 2026. Wayne Gannaway,
Executive Director of the St Louis Historical Society
will be the guest speaker. Four board members will
be up for re-election. Making plans for the annual
meeting will be addressed at December’s meeting.

Note: Jeff Sterle will be at the December meeting to present
the 2024 Audit.

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela
The next meeting is on the third Monday, December 15, 2025
at 6:30pm at the Embarrass Town Hall.
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5088 Highway 21 e P.O. Box 76 ® Embarrass, MN e 55732
(218)984-2037 ® hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com

Facebook: Hope Lutheran/Babbitt Evangelical
Pastor Christina Forsythe

Worship: Sundays at 10:30AM
Christmas Eve Service 4pm

ELCA

Pike Apostolic

Lutheran Church

6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169)
www.apostoliclutheran.org

Services at 10:30am

Communion — First Sundays

Evangelical Free Church

5606 E Taylor Rd - Embarrass, MN 55732 - 218-984-3402
www.efreechurch.com - marlinb@efreechurch.com

Sunday Messages

Sunday

Family Bible classes 9am

Family Worship Service 10am
Monday

Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm
Wednesday

Women’s Bible Study 9am

Kids on the Rock 4dpm

ENGAGE Youth Ministry 6:30pm
Thursday

All Coffee and Conversation 9am-1lam
Saturday

Dec 6 Women'’s Christmas Tea 5pm
Sunday

Dec 21 Children’s Christmas Program 9am
Wednesday

Dec 21 Christmas Eve Cantata S5pm

Babbitt Public Library

Monday - Thursday
9am-5pm

Friday
10am - 6pm

Arrowhead
Bookmobile

The Bookmobile offers print books,
Cookbooks, large print books,
DVDs, audiobooks and video
games. For further information on
the Bookmobile or Mail-A- Book
services, contact the Arrowhead

Dec7 Christmas Message Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave.,
Dec 14 Anthony Bermel Mt. Iron, MN 55768, 218 741-3840,
Dec 21 Christmas Message see us on Facebook or check our
Dec 28 Christmas Message and Communion web site at www.alslib.info.

Tart Dough Prune Filling e '

3-3%cflour 1-pound pitted prunes >‘ -

1 c butter 3 c water . . Chowian.

1 tsp salt % c sugar Finnish Tarts <%

8-ounce carton cottage cheese

% ¢ milk, to soften

Blend dough ingredients with pastry blender, adding milk to soften as needed. Form into 2 balls and cover to chill overnight.
Cook the prunes in water until soft. Add sugar and mix well. Roll out dough and cut into 3-inch squares. Place a mound of filling
in the center of each square. Using a knife, split each corner from the top to within % inch of the center. Fold every other corner
to the center and pinch these 4 pieces together — like a pinwheel. Place pinwheels on an ungreased cookie sheet and bake in a
400-degree oven for 7 — 10 minutes or until slightly browned. Remove and cool on rack.


http://www.apostoliclutheran.org/
http://www.efreechurch.com/
mailto:marlinb@efreechurch.com
http://www.alslib.info/

BUYING OR SELLING A
PROPERTY? 4%

U
BUYING - SELLING - LAKESHORE - RECREATIONAL - COMMERCIAL

Julia helped us buy our lake home. She made the
experience so easy and stress free. She is quick to respond,
professional and very knowledgeable. We recommend Julia

whole-heartedly! ARdrdrd

* Free property valuation and marketing plans
* Drone, video and 3D virtual tours

» Dedicated team of realtors

Ju&a Maki

REALTOR-BROKER-OWNER

julia@bicrealty.com
218-780-0315
www.bicrealty.com
www.juliamaki.net

- zUp
'NORTH
 REALTY

Making DREAMS a REALITY!

Looking to buy or sell in
Minnesota?

Trus! the experts al z'Up North
Realty! With over 9o years of
combined real estate experience,
our dedicated agents know how
to find your perfect property or
get top dollar for your sale.

Let us guide you home-—-z'Up
North Really. where experience
meels resulls!

Ely (218) 365-8822 | Babbitt (218) 827-2288 | Aurora (218) 220-8888
Tower (218) 606-2008 | Virginia (218) 288-5028
infoazupnorth.com | www.zupnorth.com

Heather's Home Goods

Embarrass, Minnesota

Q

Facebook: @heathershomegoodsembarrassmn

Organic Chicken Eggs, Jams, Jellies,
Pickles, Salsa, Seasonal Produce, Microwave
Bowl Cozies, Rice Packs, Baby Items, & More,

Heather Mahoney (218) 235-8917
heathershomegoods@outlook.com

See you at the Embarrass Region Fair!




Trapline Convenience Store

4897 Hwy 21 - - - 218-984-2962
Monday Saturday 8am-10 pm, Sunday 11 am-6 pm

GROCERIES:
Milk,Eggs

Bread, Butter

(PSS
I - Italian Bakery

---lots more!

SNACKS:
Pop, Juice
Energy Drinks
Candy, Chips

READY TO GO:
Sandwiches
Ice
Coffee

Trapline Liquor
4897 Hwy 21
218-984-BYOB (2962)

traplineliquor@outlook.com

Pov’t limit happy to an hour

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm
Sunday 11 am—6 pm

| 5\
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Come see us for your
Celebration Needs!

ATM
Lottery OTHER:
Cigarettes Cleaning Supplies
Tobacco Products Baking/Cooking
DNR Licenses Items
Landfill Cards Toilet Paper
Misc Personal
FROZEN ITEMS: Care
Ice Cream Some Auto Fluids
Pizzas

/ Alterations & Creations \

| can fix just about anything. Most
sewing fixes take little time, so come
by and have a cup of coffee while I fix
it or just drop it off and I'll have it
returned to you quickly.

My Prices are redsonable!
Costumes, Dresses, Formals &
Quilts Made to order! Call me
for all your sewing needs.

Please contact me if you are

interested in leo\rning how to sew!
Robin Laulunen/218 404-9488




DaN EHMaN [LaNdScapiNg

e Sodding
e Grading
e Bobcat Work
D
Dan Ehman
612 222-4779

Delivering professional landscape services to
Embarrass and surrounding areas. 50+ years of
experience.

Custom Landscape

danehmanlandscaping.com
danehmanlandscaping@gmail.com

From the Editor

We at the FLYING FINN strive to represent Embarrass
and the surrounding areas. Please contact me, to
submit articles, advertisements, community notices,
letters to the editor, photos. artwork, etc or if you
have concerns or suggestions for the newsletter.
Along with your submission, please include the size
you want placed in the newsletter. You can contact
me via email at this address:

flyingfinneditor@gmail.com

Include your name, phone number and email address.
Photos or other materials will be returned, if
necessary, please be sure to let me know. The Town of
Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish
any letter to the editor or other submitted materials. |
must receive all submissions for the newsletter no
later than the 23™ of each month.

Terri
Flying Finn Editor

Embarrass Transfer Station

POSTAL NEWS

7530KoskiRd gt % UNITED STATES
Embarrass, MN W §& P POSTAL SERVICE ®

Embarrass MN Post Office
4878 Hwy 218-984-3027
Pickup/Retail Hours:

Monday-Friday 7:00am-11:00am

Saturday 7:00am-9:00am
Lobby is open 24 hours for those with post office
boxes at this location

Hours of Operation
Thursday
10 a.m. —5:00 p.m.
Saturday
12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m

Advertise Your Business Here
% Page =$10 % Page = $20
Full Page = $40
To place an ad in the Flying Finn Monthly Newsletter, write to:
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd Embarrass MN 55732

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
or contact the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984- 2084

The Flying Finn welcomes any and all announcements
regarding community events or groups. All items submitted
must be approved by the Town of Embarrass governing
board. Neither the Town of Embarrass nor the Flying Finn
necessarily endorse the viewpoints or ideology of these
groups or their events. The Town of Embarrass reserves the
right to publish or not publish any or all letters to the editor
including submitted materials.

’/ Flying Finn Subscription Renewal and/or Gift Subscription - $22/Year

I Initial Subscription I:l Renewal Subscription I:l Gift Subscription I:l

I Name/address of person to receive the newsletter

I Check this box if you

I would like to be notified

I when the gift subscription
I has expired.

I Name of Gift Giver

| Debit cards or credits cards are accepted. If paying by check, please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to
\ 7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 55732
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