
THE FLYING FINN 

7503 LEVANDER RD 

EMBARRASS, MN 55732 

OCTOBER 2018 

ISSUE #379 

THEY’RE BACK!!!! 

Timber Hall 

October 6 
8-11 a.m.

Happy Halloween! 

Embarrass Town Board Meeting – Wednesday, October 12, 6:00 p.m. 

*Meetings for local groups are on the Page 2 Calendar*
Please submit materials for the November 2018 issue to the Embarrass Clerk’s Office by October 24. 

218-984-2084, embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
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OCTOBER 2018 
1 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Garden Club 
6:00 p.m. 

2 3 4 5 6 
Hall Rental 

7 8 

Columbus Day 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

9 

Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m.

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

10 

Bookmobile @ 
Four Corners 
5:15-6:00 p.m. 

Embarrass 
Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

11 

Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

12 13 

14 

4-H Meeting

15 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m.  

SISU Meeting 
@ 6:30 

16 

Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m.

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

17 

Bookmobile @ 
Timber Hall 
4:30-5:15 p.m. 

18 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Fair Board Mtg 
6:30 p.m. 
Timber Hall 

19 20 

21 22 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

23 

Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m.

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Prospectors 
Trail Meeting 
6:00 

24 25 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

26 27 
Hall Rental 

Ruby’s Pantry 
Babbitt 
Municipal 
9:30-11:30 

28 29 

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

30 

Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m.

Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

31 

Bookmobile @ 
Four Corners 
5:15-6:00 p.m. 

Request to all parties who submit documents to publish 
in the Flying Finn, please submit written documents as 
Microsoft Word or text documents and photos as .jpg 
or .tif. At this time we do not have the capability of 
converting PDF (Adobe) documents to Word or text, so 
these submissions need to be re-typed. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

Diane Nelmark, Editor 
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FROM THE EDITOR: 
The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, 
community notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 
7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, e-mail them to embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net or drop them off 
during office hours (M-Th 8am-3pm). Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or other 
materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for 
materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the 
editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. ***** Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Board Meeting 

September 12, 2018 

PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present: Bernie Mettler, Zane Beaton, Roy 

Worsham, Mary Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: Kirk Saranpaa, Jason & Dianna Ferrell, 

Cindy Koivisto, Bob Scherer 

The meeting was called to order by Bernie Mettler at 

6:01 p.m. with The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by Zane to accept the treasurer’s report. 

Second by Bernie. Carried 3-0. 

Jason and Dianna Ferrell ask the board if chloride 

will be put on Hanka Nevala Road. Roy explains to 

the residents that the ATV club would be doing the 

chloride. Ferrell’s spoke with Gene Wright and were 

told to come to meeting to speak with board not ATV 

club. It was believed by Roy that the ATV club 

would be paying for the chloride on the road being 

that it was part of the ATV trail. Next year some of 

the township roads may be sprayed with chloride 

if the funds are available. A question about plowing 

of snow was asked. Hanka Nevala Road and 

why it doesn’t get plowed in the mornings. Roy 

explains that the county plows the main roads first 

and must do so according to the county regulations. 

The gravel roads are done after all the blacktop 

roads are complete. (Later Gene Wright arrived at 

meeting and spoke with Roy about the chloride.) 

Road Report was given by Roy. Information Center 

was graded. A culvert on Laitinen Road gave way 

and created a hole on the road that is currently being 

repaired. The rest of the roads are looking pretty 

good. 

Maintenance Report was given by Zane. 

Continuing mowing of properties. Walking trails at 

Heritage Park dragged several times. Doors on 

outhouses at info center repaired and painted. Range 

Pest Control treated Info buildings for powder post 

beetles and will need to be treated again next June. 

Tree thinning and removal at Info Center and Skating 

Rink and Campground. Campground shower house 

washed and coat of sealer applied. New platform 

built to replace rotted one at the Skating Rink 

Warming Shack. Skating Rink walls straightened 

and reinforced. New locks installed on Garage and 

Storage Shed by Biss. Crews assigned to Fair Board 

for set up and break down of Embarrass Fair. Large 

trailer had repairs and replacement of broken items 

completed to lighting system. John Deere mower 

deck in need of weld job. Maintenance asking if 

equipment that isn’t used to be put up for bids. 

Motion by Bernie to put Cement mixer and DR string 

trimmer up for bids. Bids to be in by October 10 at 

4:00 p.m. Second by Zane. Carried 3-0. Motion by 

Bernie to get deck welded on John Deer before 

winter. Zane to contact welder. Second by Zane. 

Carried 3-0.  

Campground Report was given by Cindy Koivisto. 

Campground shower house walls were given one 

coat of stain and will be given another. Mosquito 

spray worked well for the Embarrass Fair weekend. 

Cindy is planning on leaving the October 5. The 

board again thanks Cindy for the fantastic job of 

being the Heritage Park Campground Caretaker. 

Board would like Roger to determine per weather 

when water should be shut off at campground. Clerk 

is to advertise for a campground caretaker. 

New Business: 

Mike and Deb Minier did not come to meeting as on 

agenda, they informed clerk that they spoke with 

township sexton about the plot issue they were 

having. 

Cemetery Deed was signed by the board and clerk. 

Copy of Insurance Contract for Post Office was 

given to the board to look over and will be approved 

or changes will be made at next meeting in October. 

mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
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Kirk Saranpaa is concerned about a piece of property 

he owns that is in tax forfeit. Wanted to know if the 

Township wants the property. Board ask the clerk to 

contact the county about the property. 

Township maintenance, Roger is concerned about 

headstones at the cemetery that are tipping and could 

possibly fall and injure someone. Board wants the 

clerk to try and notify families, being it is their 

responsibility to fix. 

Claims& Correspondence Motion by Bernie to 

accept the Claims & Correspondence # 16917 – 

16955 ($23,623.05) pending audit. Second by Zane. 

Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned by Bernie at 6:37 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese 

Clerks Corner

Well, the month of September just flew by. Went for 
a drive the other day and the leaves are so colorful 
and absolutely beautiful. This is my favorite season. 

I want to give a BIG thank you to the garden club for 
the beautiful flowers and plants around the township. 
As always you did a wonderful job this summer. I 
received so many compliments on the Post Office 
flowers but I couldn’t take the credit, all I did was 
water them. 

Time to start ordering your ice candles for the Ice 
Candle Celebration on December 15. Stop in or mail 
a check to 7503 Levander Road. Ice candles are $3 
each. Also, a reminder to remove any planters at the 
cemetery by October 15. 

The township is looking for a Heritage Park 
Campground Caretaker for next year. Please call the 
Clerk’s Office with any questions. The township and 
I want to thank Cindy Koivisto for doing such a 
fantastic job as a caretaker. I’m really going to miss 
you. 

Don’t forget that the General Election will be held on 
November 6. Get out and VOTE!! A sample ballot is 
included in this issue of the Flying Finn. 

The Town Board has put these items up for bid: 

• Cement Mixer

• Two - Wheeled DR String Trimmers

Please call the Clerk’s Office with any questions. 
Bids must be in by October 10. 

Have a great month everyone. 

Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk 

ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; Full 
Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or call the Embarrass Town Clerk at 

984-2084.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to 
The Flying Finn may drop off or send 
a donation of $12 for one year, 
payable to the Town of Embarrass, 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 
55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and community 
groups. These submitted announcements 
are printed here and on following pages. 
Neither the Town of Embarrass nor The 
Flying Finn necessarily endorses the 
viewpoints or ideology of these groups or 
their events. The Town of Embarrass 
reserves the right to publish or not 
publish any letter to the editor or 
submitted material. 
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On November 6 

Vote to elect 

Gary Rantala 
Embarrass Town Board of Supervisor 

 

I have served on numerous 
boards and committees from 
the local to the county level. I 
am a long time township 
resident and a former 
Embarrass business owner. 

 

Paid for by Gary Rantala on his own behalf. 

 

 

 

 

VOTE 

Gene Wright 

Township Supervisor 

 
I have 8 years’ experience on the 
town board, which will help me to 
bring leadership and fiscal 
responsibility to the township. 
 
Paid for by Gene Wright on his own behalf. 

 

 
 
To view a complete sample ballot, contact the Clerk’s 

Office. Other positions on the State General Election 

Ballot 

FEDERAL OFFICES: 

US Senators (2), US Rep District 8 

STATE OFFICES: 

State Rep District 6B, Governor/Lieutenant 

Governor, Secretary of State, State Auditor, 

Attorney General 

COUNTY OFFICES: 

County Commissioner District 4, County Auditor-

Treasurer, County Sheriff, County Attorney, North 

Soil & Water Conservation District Supervisor 

District 1 & 3 

JUDICIAL OFFICES: 

Various Supreme Court, Court of Appeals and 6th 

District Court positions. 
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Town of Pike 
REGULAR MEETING 

Pike Town Hall 
June 12, 2018 

Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order 
at 7:05pm. All board members were present. 
Correction from previous minutes: Supervisor 
Craig Johnson is current Chairman and 
Supervisor Harold Langowski is current Vice 
Chairman. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. The minutes from May 8, 2018 were 
accepted as read by Langowski/Rasmusson 3-
0. A motion was made by Rasmusson/Johnson 
3-0 to transfer money from the General fund to 
the Recreation fund. The Treasurer’s report was 
accepted as read on a motion by 
Rasmusson/Langowski 3-0. 

Claim forms 2175-2186 were accepted by 
Langowski/Johnson 3-0. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Ashley Backman will take care of cleaning town 
hall. 

Leseman Rd will be flagged 18 ft off center for 
clearing right of way. 

Supervisor Langowski will order the minimum 
maintenance signs needed on a motion by 
Langowski/Rasmusson 3-0. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
New flags for grave markers will be ordered on 
a motion by Langowski/Johnson 3-0. Burials will 
increase to $200 and cremains will increase to 
$190 Langowski/Rasmusson 3-0. Clerk 
Backman will inform area funeral homes. 

Class 5 gravel for township roads will be from 
Rasmusson Forest Fuels at the same price as 
last year. Langowski/Johnson 2-0. 

NEXT MEETING: 
The next meeting will be a regular meeting 
Tuesday, July 10, 2018, at 7:00 pm. @ Pike 
Town Hall. Community members are welcome 
to attend all township meetings. The meeting 
was adjourned on a motion by 
Rasmusson/Johnson 3-0. 

Respectfully, Jodi Backman, Clerk 

**These minutes have not yet been approved 
by the Town Board** 

 

Tuesday, October 2 
7:00 p.m. - Pike Town Hall 

6862 Hwy 68, Embarrass, MN 

Hostesses: Vi Hildebrandt & Rebecca Aluni 

The program will be a fun presentation about The 

Periodic Tale: The Story of the Elements 

New members are welcome. For more information, 

please contact Sandy Gorrill at 749-2408. 

BABBITT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

❖ Monday, September 3, CLOSED - Labor Day 

❖ Monday, September 10, 1:00 pm, Arthur Zar’s 
Amazing Zebra’s 
Join us as we hunt for hidden letters in zebra 
stripes! Local author, Amy Lucas-Peroceski, 
reads the story of Arthur Zar’s Amazing Zebras 
and describes her writing and illustration 
process. Learn how to draw and paint your own 
creation with hands-on help from Amy and other 
artists from 321 Art Studio of Chisholm. 
An interactive art and storytelling program from 
preschoolers-adults. This program is funded 
with money from the MN Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund. 

❖ Wednesday, September 12, 3:30 pm, Make your 
own leaf jewelry. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Babbitt Library. 

❖ Thursday, September 27, 2:00 pm, Bingo 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Babbitt Library 

Lisa Pennala, Librarian  
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Waasa Township 
Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mitch Lind, Phil Hebl, 
Bonnie Keller and Sandra Gibson 

Visitors: Kevin Kappes, James Suihkonen, Ken 
Pulkinen, Floyd Joki and Dave Joki 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board 
Chair Mitch Lind and the Pledge of Allegiance 
followed.  

At this point in the meeting, Phil motioned to 
appoint William “Steven” Sipola to fill out Emily 
Quick’s Supervisor position thru December 31, 2018. 
Mitch supported. Carried (2-0). Steve then took the 
Oath of Office at 7:05 p.m. 

Minutes Approval: Phil moved to approve the 
August 7, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes. Mitch 
supported. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts: $9,157.00 from St. 
Louis County (2017 Taconite Production Tax), SLC 
2018 MN DNR PILT and $6.00 from Candidates who 
filed for Township Offices (Filing Fees). Total 
Disbursements from August 2018 Regular Meeting: 
$1,448.22. Phil accepted the report and Mitch 
supported. Carried (3-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Mitch moved to approve 
payment of the bills listed below and payroll with 
support from Phil. Carried (3-0). 

Bills for September Meeting 
Approval to Pay Bills 
Davey Do-Right Services, $245.00, Mowing & 
Trimming of Cemetery 2X 
Election Judges, $918.00, Training & Primary 
Election 

Gibson, Sandra, $88.76, Reimbursement: Election 
Expenses for Emergency Judge Training & Mileage 
Gibson, Sandra, $23.96, Reimb: Copier Ink & Photo 
Printing for History Book 
Lake Country Power, $78.89, Electricity for Town 
Hall 
Sign Solutions, LLC, $2,432.43, Installation of “Road 
Closed” Signage on So. Skarp 

Address Visitors: Questions were asked about the 
“Road Closed” signage recently placed on South 
Skarp Road. The status of the road is that it is closed 
but not “Distinguished”. The Waasa Board adopted 
a resolution stating that the road is closed. The 
resolution was adopted on July 20, 2017. The 
section of road is approximately one-half mile in 
length. 

Road Report: The road closure signs were installed 
by John Petersen of Sign Solutions, LLC on August 
31st. A resident requested that a couple of bad 
areas of Niemi Road be graveled and possibly 
brushed. Phil will check it out after the meeting. 
Mitch moved that Phil be authorized to purchase 
gravel for Niemi Road if he deems it necessary. Steve 
supported. Carried (3-0). 

Old Business: Clerk stated that the filing period for 
2 township supervisors and 1 Clerk position has 
expired. Mitch Lind, William Steven Sipola have filed 
for supervisor and Sandra Gibson has filed for Clerk. 

Clerk Sandra reported the Primary Election results 
and stated that all tables and chairs borrowed were 
returned in good condition. The town hall was not 
needed by Nina O’Hearon in August.  

New Business: The on-line St. Louis County Land Use 
Survey will not be filled out by the board. 

The Lakes Gas Company lock in price is $1.149, as 
per the letter received. Mitch moved to accept this 
price with Phil supporting. Carried (3-0). 

Correspondence: All mail was read and filed. 

Adjournment: Mitch moved to close the meeting at 
7:50 p.m. and was supported by Phil. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa 
Town Clerk; Mitch Lind, Waasa Board Chair 
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JV and 7th/8th Grade FOOTBALL 

M 10/1 @ South Ridge 5:30 p.m. (JV) 
M 10/8 HOME vs Cook County, 4:30 p.m. (7/8) 

T 10/16 HOME vs Ely, 4:30 p.m. (JV) 
M 10/22 @ Cherry, 6:00 p.m. (JV) 

Volleyball (JV/Varsity game times) 
T 10/2 HOME vs Nashwauk-Keewatin 5:45/7:00 

Th 10/4 @ Hill City 
Sat 10/6 Mesabi East Tourney 

T 10/9 HOME vs Duluth Marshall, 5:40/7:00 
Th 10/11 @ Silver Bay, 4:45/6:30 

M 10/15 @ Cherry, 5:45/7:00 
T 10/16 HOME vs Floodwood, 5:45/7:00 

Northeast Range / Ely Swimming 
M 10/8 @ Virginia First Years (JH), 4:30 p.m. 

T 10/9 @ Virginia (SH), 4:30 p.m. 
Th 10/11 HOME vs I Falls (JH/SH), 5:00 p.m. 

Sat 10/13 @ True Team – Denfeld, 1:00 p.m. 
Sat 10/20 Taconite Invite @ Mesabi East, 12:00 p.m. 

T 10/23 HOME vs Chisholm (JH/SH), 5:00 p.m. 
Th 10/25 Eveleth Gilbert Jamboree (SH), 5:00 p.m. 
T 10/30 Pumpkin Quad @ Mesabi East, 5:00 p.m. 

Cross Country Meets 
Th 10/4 Ragner Invite @ Crosby, 3:00 p.m. 

W 10/10 Polar League Meet @ Pincushion Trail, Grand 
Marais, 1:00 p.m. 

T 10/16 Proctor Lions – Proctor, 4:00 p.m. 
Th 10/25 Section 7A Meet, Cloquet, 12:00 p.m. 

 

Due to space constraints, the 
results of the 2018 Team Penning 

and 2018 Embarrass Fair Horse 
Show will be published in the 

November 2018 issue. 
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Northeast Range Newest Edition  

By Makaya Bodas, Jolie Langevin, Lara Poderzay, 

and Stephanie Sam 

NER Senior Reporters 
The Northeast Range school year is off to a flying 

start. The school has a new first grade teacher, Mrs. Erin 

Peitso, who came from the Tower-Soudan Elementary 

School. The former Babbitt first grade teacher, Mrs. 

Mickle, has transferred to fourth grade. Mrs. Peitso has 

enjoyed her first week in teaching at Northeast Range. 

She loves teaching all the kids in first grade, even though 

it’s different from teaching kindergarten. When asked 

what she would like to improve in her classroom, she 

responded with wanting more class funds. Mrs. Peitso 

would like these funds to make hands-on learning more 

available for her students. She’s looking forward to the 

rest of the school year with her students and being a part 

of the Northeast Range family. 

 

FOR SALE! 
Authentic Finnish 2 story log house, 

26’x25’ 

$2,500 or B.O. 

Must be moved from present location. 

If interested please call (218) 984-3002 

Kjorsvig Back Full Time 
By Mersadies Stordahl and Shelby Nelson 

NER Senior Reporters 
When asked how she felt about coming back as 

the full-time counselor, Dr. Joan Kjorsvig had nothing but 

good things to say about the transition. During the 

interview with the counselor, Kjorsvig reminisced when 

she was full-time counselor back when this year's juniors 

and seniors were still in elementary, which she says 

makes it feel as if nothing has changed since that time. 

Kjorsvig says that coming back full time has been 

“absolutely wonderful” and she “couldn’t imagine not 

being surrounded by teens each day.” 

Kjorsvig also said that what has made this year different 

is the unification throughout the school. She claims that 

this year, students have not had as many issues with their 

schedules as in years pasts, and overall seem more 

confident in their ability to pass their classes. She noted 

as well that it is easier to work towards making sure the 

seniors are on track for graduation, compared to the 

seniors back when she was only here part-time. Kjorsvig 

was very pleased to find that the merger between Tower-

Soudan and Babbitt-Embarrass that occurred in 2011 

seems to be a thing of the past and the school is now 

“Northeast Range.” 

New Facilities! 

 
Thank you to the new township maintenance employee 

Rob for building a new outhouse for the Embarrass 
Skating Rink Area. Great job!! Looks comfy!  
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Nelimark Museum Closes for the Fall. 
Opening Again in November & December 

Following a summer of the busiest of times visiting 
with interesting folks from around the country and 
world, the local Nelimark is taking a break for the month 
of October. Saturday, September 29 (10am-4pm) is our 
last day open for the fall. 

The summer has flown by and October is the month 
when local artisans take a breath from hosting visitors 
over coffee and prepare things at home for the 
November 9 and 10 reopening for the holiday season. It 
is time to get the elves busy at home! There will be two 
days as well in December when we will gather for 
openings – on December 7 & 8. November and 
December times are 10 am - 4 pm. 

The theme for Christmas at the Nelimark this year is 
“Sleighballs Ring”. It has been a hundred years since the 
Nelimark family moved into the home we all enjoy 
visiting across from Timber Hall in Embarrass. We hope 
to have the old homestead decorated up and smelling 
sweet for the holidays. With the new furnace installed in 
October the building should be warm and toasty. There 
will be the usual array of greenery and red and white 
decorating all the rooms upstairs and down. Many new 
items will be on display and old-time crafts created by 
the volunteers for the season will complement and 
create an atmosphere of delight for young and old to 
experience. 

You will certainly need to take a break and get into 
the Christmas spirit beginning the second week of 
November. If you would like to know more about it or 
order something real special from one of the folks at the 
Nelimark just give Verna or Jeannine a call (984-2302 or 
984-3012) and they would be happy to assist you. You 
can pre-order baked goods this year or anything else you 
may need to make your season bright and special. Plan 
your holiday needs and just give us a call! See you in 
November! 

Submitted by Ron Sutton 

Embarrass Township has 3 items up for bid: 

2 DR Wheeled String Trimmers & a Cement Mixer 

Please turn in all bids in sealed envelope to clerk’s 

office by 4:00 p.m. on October 10, 2018. 
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Embarrass Region Fair Meeting Minutes 

September 20, 2018 

Pending Approval 
Present Board: Jerry Meier, Dan Theel, Sue Beaton, Terri 

Joki; Trustees: Paul Knuti, Rodney Dale, Floyd Joki 

Members Present: Audrey Kalinowski, Ed Hanson, Tiana 

Hess, Amber Johnson, Jim Suihkonen, Craig & Holly 

Johnson, Sherie Joki, Dennis Alto, Roland Fowler, Chris 

Dale, Bonnie Meier 

Call to Order 

Jerry called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Minutes of the 

August 16 and 23 meetings and the treasurer’s report s were 

distributed. 

Minutes 

Dan moved to accept the minutes; Rodney seconded. Motion 

carried. 

Treasurer Report 

Terri reported that not all checks are in yet but the 

breakdown of income and expenses for the Fair indicate that 

the Fair is on firmer ground financially. Highlights include: 

• Weekend Wrist Band was very well received with 314 

sold Friday. Assuming weekend purchases came all three 

days of the Fair added to the Saturday and Sunday gate 

counts, the total paid fair attendance was 3,650. 

• Aside from the gate fee, Terri highlighted Team Penning, 

the Mud Run, the Horse Show, and Raffle Tickets as 

providing substantial income for the Fair. 

• Donations from several organizations and individuals 

were also noted and gratefully accepted. Committee 

Chairs are responsible for sending thank you notes as 

appropriate on behalf of our Association. Jerry has our 

Fair Logo and will work with Sue to order notecards for 

use as thank yous. 

Rodney moved to accept the treasurer’s report. Dan 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Old Business 

• Fair Review. Highlights of our discussion of what went 

well and what needs to be addressed included praise for 

the stage being in its new location and the use of our new 

tent and canopies, a port-a-potty needs to be positioned at 

the Mud Run pit area on Saturday and moved to the Demo 

Derby on Sunday, and we need to have a comprehensive 

checklist of what needs to be done before the Fair. Paul 

stated that we need to do a much better job of promoting 

our live entertainment well in advance of the Fair. The 

grounds were in great shape. Amber reported that the 

animal barn pens need to be repaired so that the doors open 

more easily, and the pony rides did not clean up after their 

ponies. Once again, thanks to the STS crews and everyone 

who volunteered time and equipment to get things ready 

and then put away. 

• Policy Updates. Committee to meet before our next 

meeting. 

• Timber Hall Rental Update. Jerry Meier (calendar posted 

in Timber Hall) 

• Property update. Asphalt parking spaces were in place in 

time for the Fair. Jerry is working with Winger to ensure 

the pads are level so that puddles do not form. 

New Business 

• Pancake Breakfasts return on Saturday, October 6, and 

will continue through the winter on the first Saturday of 

every month (8 to 11 am). 

• Jerry suggested that we purchase our own grill. Craig 
moved that Jerry purchase a 48” x 20”, 1000 BTU, 

stainless steel countertop grill. Sherie seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

• Jerry was contacted by the County Board of Health 

regarding our permit for livestock at the Fair. He will 

respond next week. 

• Jerry will contact W.A. Fisher regarding dropping the Fair 

website “embarrassregionfair.org” as “embarrassfair.org” 

is now the official site of the ERFA. 

Miscellaneous 

Floyd mentioned that there is some work to be done by the 

Mud Run. He will talk with Darwin as his CAT is still on the 

property. 

A sincere Thank You to all of the volunteers and committee 

members who work all year long to make sure that our 

property is maintained and utilized well before, during, and 

after the Fair.  

Jerry adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm. Our next meeting 

is Thursday, October 18, at 6:30 pm in the Timber Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, Susan K Beaton, Secretary 

Embarrass Region Fair Association 

 

Thank You 
for supporting 

YOUR 

Embarrass Region Fair! 

Mark your calendar 

for next year’s Fair 

Our 80TH Celebration 

August 23-25, 2019 
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Embarrass Flower and 

Garden Club 
Meeting: Monday, October 1, 2018 

6:30 P.M. 
EMBARRASS TOWN HALL 

Please come join us for coffee and 
goodies. If anyone has any questions, 
please call Linda Cox @ 218-984-3002. 

ALS BOOKMOBILE SCHEDULE 
Visit your library on wheels, the 
Arrowhead Library System 
bookmobile. Local stops and times 
include: 

Wednesdays 
Four Corners: September 19, 5:15-6:30 

Timber Hall: September 5 & 26, 4:30-5:15 

For further information on the 
Bookmobile or Mail-A-Book services, 
write or call the Arrowhead Library 
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, 
MN 55768; (218) 741-3840 or check 
out our web site at www.alslib.info. 

  

http://www.alslib.info/
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* * * OBITUARIES * * * 
Viola E. Lamppa, 99 
Viola Eleanor Lamppa, 99, of Embarrass, died on Sept. 12, 
2018, at Essentia Health in Virginia. A private family 
memorial service was held. Viola’s natural sense of caring 
and her loving, generous ways touched the hearts of many. 
She will be greatly missed by her family and friends. 

Viola was born on Jan. 30, 1919, to Matt and Wilhelmina 
(Koyola) Paavola on Section 30. When she was two years 
old her family moved to rural Babbitt where she grew up. 
She attended rural school but continued her education in 
Duluth, graduating from Central High School in the class of 
1937. Viola married Leonard Lamppa on April 18, 1938. 
They were lifelong residents of Embarrass, with the 
exception of a couple of years residing in Hawthorne, Nev. 
They had three daughters, Arlene, Judy and Diane. 

Viola was appointed the career clerk of the Embarrass Post 
Office, while her husband was the Postmaster. They both 
retired in 1973 and spent many enjoyable years traveling. 
During her early years she was active in the Fireman’s 
Auxiliary, the PTA, and was a member of the Aurora Moose 
Club. Viola’s greatest joy was supporting her daughters in 
whatever activity they participated in. She loved politics and 
kept up with the latest news until the end. Above all, Viola 
took the greatest pleasure in her family. In 2001, Viola 
moved to the Laurentian Apartments where she lived 
independently until 2017, when she moved to an assisted 
living facility in Tower. 

Viola is survived by her daughters, Arlene Johnson of St. 
Paul, Judy (Bob) Syrjanen of Soudan and Diane (Leroy) 
Lempia of rural Tower; grandchildren, Bradley (Jodene) 
Syrjanen of Esko, Wendy (Jim) Tuominen of Soudan, Sherri 
(Brian) Johnson of Proctor, Dana (Alysha) Johnson of 
Oakdale, Sonja (Mark) Schular of Panama City, Fla., Kirk 
Johnson of St. Paul, Tanya Maquire of Oakdale, David 
(Lauri) Lempia of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Daryl (Jodie) Lempia 
of North Branch and Renee (Steve) Zupancich of rural 
Tower; fifteen great-grandchildren; seventeen great-great-
grandchildren; and a very special niece, Vivian Haugen of 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Leonard; 
sisters, Mary and Vienna; brothers, Lauri, Ed, Robert, Ralph 
and Matt; great-grandson, Corey Tuominen; and parents, 
Matt and Wilhelmina Paavola. 

Francis L. Lamppa, 84 
Francis “Pete” Leroy Lamppa, 84, passed away on Sept. 8, 
2018, at Carefree Living in Virginia. A memorial gathering 
was held on Sept. 25 at Range Funeral Home in Virginia. 
Memorials are preferred to the Alzheimer’s Association.  

Francis was born on Sept. 7, 1934, in Biwabik, to Richard 
and Rose M. Lamppa. He graduated from Embarrass High 
School in 1952, received his BS in Education from U of MN 
Duluth in 1956, and MS in Education Administration from U 
of MN in 1964. Francis spent the first six years of his career 
teaching and coaching baseball in Tower-Soudan. In 1962, 
he became the elementary principal in Kasson, and then 
returned to the Iron Range to serve as the elementary 
principal in Babbitt for 12 years. In 1975, he became the 

superintendent in Biwabik where he remained until 
retirement in 1987. 

Francis married Patricia Blakeney of Duluth in 1956. 
Together they had five children before divorcing in 1990. 
The remainder of his life Francis spent with his special friend 
Mary Prijatel of Ely. 

Francis loved to fish, canoe, create driftwood artwork, and 
spend time at the family cabin on Lake Vermilion. He also 
loved to play golf and baseball, and always enjoyed listening 
to the Twins on the radio. In Francis’s words, “Be good, be 
kind, and take care.” 

Francis is survived by his friend, Mary Prijatel of Ely; sons, 
Reid (Terry) of Waskish and Kerry (Holly) of Albuquerque, 
N.M.; daughters, Stacey Lamppa of St. Louis, Mo., Stefanie 
(Dan) Olson of Duluth and Darcie (Robert) Clark of 
Charleston, S.C.; seven grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and brothers, Herbert Lamppa of Tower, 
Roger (Joan) Lamppa of Virginia and Fred (Karen) Lamppa 
of Britt. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Richard and Rose; 
brothers, Raymond and Bernie; and sisters, Flora and 
Kathleen. 

Barbara J. Luodo, 94 
Barbara Jane Luodo, 94, of Virginia, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by family and caregivers on Sept. 3, 
2018, at Iola Living Assistance in Iola, Wis. A memorial 
service was held at Iola Living Assistance Chapel on Sept. 
6. Entombment was in Woodlawn Cemetery in Winona. 
Memorials may be directed to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, 
262 Danny Thomas Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

Barbara was born in Winona on Jan. 17, 1924, daughter of 
the late Esther (Johnson) and Perrie D. Somers. She 
married Carl Luodo on June 14, 1952, in Winona. Barbara 
graduated from Winona High School and Winona College. 
She taught General Science and Biology at Embarrass High 
School in Embarrass. She was a volleyball and basketball 
coach and advisor for the high school year book. Barbara 
enjoyed traveling and took several trips to Hawaii with her 
husband. She also enjoyed reading, flowers and golfing. 
Barbara was a member of Gethsemane Lutheran Church in 
Virginia.  

Barbara is survived by nephews and nieces; sister-in-law, 
Delores Somer; other relatives and friends; and personal 
caregivers and close friends, Susie Melum and Megan 
Oksuita. 

She was preceded in death by her brothers, John, Perrie, 
Everett and Don Somers. 

Teresa Erickson, 50 
Teresa Miller Erickson, 50, of Embarrass, died unexpectedly 
on Sept. 1, 2018, in Essentia St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth. 
Teresa’s family extends thanks to all who provided 
assistance and help that evening. Visitation was held on 
Sept. 7 at Bauman-Vermilion Funeral Home in Tower. 
Inurnment was on Sept. 8 in the Embarrass Cemetery, 
followed by a celebration of life at Timber Hall in Embarrass.  
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* * * OBITUARIES (cont.) * * * 
Teresa was born on July 3, 1968, in Virginia, the daughter 
of Sarah (Rod) Maki of Embarrass and Kenneth Miller of 
Aurora. She was a graduate of Babbitt High School in 1986. 
She will be remembered as a strong advocate for ALS 
Awareness. 

Teresa is survived by her sons, Travis, Eric and Ethan 
Erickson, all of Embarrass; extended family, Sam and Jared 
of Embarrass and Haley of Hibbing; parents, Sarah (Rod) 
Maki of Embarrass and Kenneth Miller of Aurora; sisters, 
Angie (Jeff) Miller of Soudan, Stacy (Troy) Davidson of 
Babbitt, Sherry (Jerry) Maki of Biwabik, Page (Bo) Miller of 
Embarrass and Mariaha Woitel of Virginia; brothers, Michael 
Miller of Virginia and Matthew (Jessica) Woitel of Ohio; 
mother-in-law; sisters-in-law; brother-in-law; numerous 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, extended family and 
friends. 

She was preceded in death by her husband of 24 years, 
Glenn Erickson; and grandparents. 

Louis Thiel, 87 
Louis Thiel, 87, of Babbitt, passed away peacefully on Aug. 
25, 2018, at Diamond Willow in Mt. Iron. A funeral service 
was held on Aug. 31 at Range Funeral Home. Burial was at 
Argo Cemetery in Babbitt. Military honors were accorded by 
the Virginia Honor Guard. 

Louis was born on April 9, 1931, to Nick and Lena (Baisch) 
Thiel in Waubay, South Dakota, the youngest of 11 children. 
He grew up in the Jacobson area and enlisted in the U.S. 
Army in 1948. He was crewman for an anti-aircraft artillery 
battery and served overseas in Occupied Japan. He was 
discharged on May 26, 1950. On Aug. 2, 1952, he married 
Lois Mae Potter in Grand Rapids. They lived in the Grand 
Rapids area until 1956 when he moved his family to Babbitt, 
and began working for Reserve Mining. He retired from 
Reserve in 1986. Louis lived in the Babbitt/Embarrass area 
until 2015, when poor health required him to enter assisted 
living. He moved to Diamond Willow in Mt. Iron on July 24, 
2018. 

Louis is survived by his children, Ken Thiel (Margi Ann) of 
Virginia, Vicky (Dennis) Harrington of Nashwauk, Mark Thiel 
(Beth Carlson) of Embarrass, Brenda (John) Kilpela of 
Makinen and Stacy Thiel (Jeff Lackner) of Virginia; nine 
grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Lois; infant daughter; 
son, Keith; parents; and 10 brothers and sisters. 

Ellen M. Bane, 88 
Ellen Mirium Bane, 88, of Virginia, died on Aug. 6, 2018, at 
St. Michael’s Health and Rehabilitation Center in Virginia. A 
celebration of life was held on Aug. 14 at the Bauman-Cron 
Funeral Home Chapel in Virginia. 

Ellen was born on March 4, 1930, in Embarrass, the 
daughter of August and Mayme (Pulkinen) Korpela. She 
was raised in Embarrass, was a 1947 graduate of the 
Embarrass High School, and was a longtime resident of the 
Virginia area. She married Floyd Papin on June 23, 1951, in 
Virginia, and Peyton Bane on June 15, 1961, in South 
Dakota. Ellen was a waitress at both the El Roy and Four 
Seasons restaurants. She was a member of Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church in Virginia, and was a Lady of Kaleva. She 
enjoyed quilting with the Going to Pieces quilting group, 
liked to golf, and spent winters in Lake Havasu City, Ariz. 

Ellen is survived by her children, David Papin of Virginia, 
DeEtta (Mel) Annala of Gilbert and Michael Bane of Virginia; 
sister, Leona Taapa of Embarrass; sister-in-law, Shirley 
Korpela of Virginia; grandchildren, Jesse (Kelli), Jeremey, 
Sam (Jill), Jenn, Michael (Angela), Ryan, Derek and Sarah; 
great-grandchildren, Preslie, Cooper, Addison, Julia, Bryce 
and Franklin; and extended family and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husbands, Floyd 
and Peyton; siblings, Edward, Emil, Harold and Shirley 
Brown; and son, Daniel in infancy. 

Scott M. Hanson, 55 
Scott Michael Hanson, 55, of Eveleth, died unexpectedly on 
July 26, 2018, at the University of Minnesota Cardiac Care 
Center surrounded by family. A memorial gathering and 
celebration of life were held on Aug. 3 in the Leonidas 
Community Center in Leonidas-West Eveleth. 

Scott was born on July 16, 1963, in Minneapolis. He grew 
up in Embarrass and graduated from JFK High School in 
Babbitt in 1983 and the Bemidji Technical College auto body 
program in 1985. Scott married AnnMarie Maddern on Sept. 
29, 1990. They resided in West Eveleth where they raised 
their three children, Tanner, Brock and Baylee. He loved to 
sing while doing chores around the house, cooking, 
cleaning, and keeping the family cars the shiniest in town. 

He worked at Spee-Dee Delivery Service in Virginia for the 
past 19 years where his smile and personality touched many 
of those he delivered to in the Embarrass, Babbitt, Ely and 
Tower-Soudan areas. He also worked at the Ken Waschke 
Auto Plaza in Virginia and Shakopee Ford and Gales Auto 
Body in Blaine. 

Scott enjoyed going hunting and fishing with his sons and 
close friends. He was a huge sports fan of the MN Wild, 
Twins and Vikings, but his favorite sports were those his 
children were involved in. He was a dedicated figure in the 
Eveleth-Gilbert hockey program and was seen many days 
and weekends at the Hippodrome throughout his children’s 
youth. Most of all, he loved his family and was extremely 
proud of his children. His best times were spent with family 
and many close friends. We were so blessed to have him in 
our lives. 

Scott is survived by his loving wife, AnnMarie, sons, Tanner 
and Brock, and daughter, Baylee, all of Eveleth; parents, 
Alvin and Sandy Hanson of Embarrass; brothers, Todd 
(Mary Jo) Hanson of Two Harbors and Chad Hanson of 
Chandler, Texas; sisters, Kristie (Joe) Bissonette of Mt. Iron 
and Kari (Corey) Anderson of Coon Rapids; father- and 
mother-in-law, Richard and Suzie Maddern of Eveleth; 
brothers-in-law, Jim (Kris) Maddern of Victoria and Joseph 
Maddern of Ft. Myers, Fla.; sister-in-law, G’na (Johnny) 
Tuomala of West Eveleth; and many nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Alfred and 
Isabelle Hanson, John and Fern Timm; aunt, Sandra 
Hanson; uncles, Lowell Hanson, Rudy Cardenas, Jerry 
Freeman and Herb Young; and cousin, Jeff Barsness.  
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076 Embarrass, MN 55732 

Pastor Evelyn Panula Weston 
Office hours 

Tues & Thurs 4:30-7 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
218-984-2037 

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee an’ follows each worship service 

Communion 
October 7 & 28 

Other Events: 
Coffee & Crafts: Thursdays 9 a.m. 
Sunday, October 7 – Pet Blessing, outside (weather 
permitting), 11:45 a.m. 
Saturday, October 13 – Confirmation Class, 9 a.m.-noon 
Sunday, October 14 – Polka Worship with Art Lehtonen 
Saturday, October 27 – Hope Fall Bazaar, 10 a.m. – 1p.m. 

• Soup Luncheon 
o Soup, Bread, Dessert & Beverage - $7 
o Dessert & Beverage - $3 

• Drawings: 
o Homemade quilt 
o Treasurer chest 
o $35 gift card for Grandma’s Restaurant in 

Virginia 
o Homemade loom rug 
o Other Miscellaneous prizes 

• For Sale: baked goods, canned goods, craft items, 
rummage items… you never know what treasures you 
might find! 

God welcomes all people! You are welcome here! 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

Sunday Services at 10:30 a.m. 

October 7 Holy Communion, Jon Salo 
October 14 Bob Tumberg 

• Annual Meeting/Lunch following service 
October 21 TBD… 
October 28 Jerry DeVries 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF 
EMBARRASS 

5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732 
218-984-3402 

Website: www.efreechurch.com 
E-mail: embfree@frontier.com 

Weekly Schedule: 
Sunday 
 Family Bible classes: 9:00 a.m. 
 Family Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays 
 Women’s Bible Study, 9:00 a.m. 
 Kids on the Rock, 4:00 p.m. 
 ENGAGE Youth Gathering, 6:30 p.m. 

Special Events: 
Critical Issues Seminar. Sunday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. 
Elders Meeting. Tuesday, October 16, 4:00 p.m. 
ENGAGE Youth Fall Retreat. October 18-20 
Ministries Team Mtg. October 21, 12:15 p.m. 
 

Sunday Messages: 
October 7 “To Forgive is Divine” 
October 14 “Long Fuses” 
October 21 “Giving a Boost” 
October 28 ‘Family Warnings” 
 
 

 

 
  

mailto:hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com
http://www.apostoliclutheran.org/
http://www.efreechurch.com/
mailto:embfree@frontier.com
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