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Neli is Open 
Th-Sat, 10-4 

 
Saturday Market 7/2, 10-4 

Info Center 
 

Independence Day 
Monday, July 4, 2022 

Local Parades:  
Sunday: 

Aurora 5:30 p.m. 
Monday: 

Biwabik, 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Tower, 11 a.m., Ely, 1 p.m. 

 

Tower Farmers Market 
Fridays 4-6 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

      July 13, 2022 
Embarrass Town Board Meeting 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please submit materials for the August 2022 issue to the 
Embarrass Clerk’s Office by July 21, 2022.  
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JULY 2022 
      1 2 

Summer 
Market 10-4 
At Info Center 

3 4 Indep. Day 
Clerk’s Office 
Closed 
 
 
Flower and 
Garden Club 
7:00 p.m. 

5 
Ladies Coffee 

6 
 
 
 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

7 
Neli Open 10-4 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m.  

8 
Neli Open 10-4 

9 
Neli Open 10-4 
 
 
Hall Rental 

10

 
4 Corners 4-H 

4 p.m. 

11 12 
Ladies Coffee 

13 
 
 
 
 
Township 
Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

14 
Neli Open 10-4 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

15 
Neli Open 10-4 

16 
Neli Open 10-4 
 
Hall Rental 

17 18 
 
 
 
 
Sisu Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

19 
Ladies Coffee 

20 21 
Neli Open 10-4 

Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

Fair Board Mtg 

Flying Finn 
Deadline 

22 
Neli Open 10-4 
 

23 
Neli Open 10-4 
 

24 25 26 
Ladies Coffee 

27 
 
 
 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

28 
Neli Open 10-4 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

29 
Neli Open 10-4 
 

30 
Neli Open 10-4 
 

31 
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FROM THE EDITOR: 
The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, 
Embarrass, MN 55732, or e-mail them to embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. Please include your name, phone number and e-
mail address. Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets that it is unable to purchase or 
reimburse for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the 
editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. ***** Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Board Meeting 

June 8, 2022 
PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Visitors: Shireen Lee, Thomas Hammond, 

Present: Jack LaMar, Gene Wright, Alyssa Hammond, 
Mary Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Meeting called to order by LaMar with The Pledge of 
Allegiance at 6:00 p.m. 

Motion/Wright: Second/LaMar to accept the May 
minutes with correction of “maintenance” removed 
from appoint Alyssa Hammond as township 
maintenance supervisor. As this was not determined at 
that time. Carried 3-0. 

Public: Lee requesting for the vendors to the use of the 
Information Center area for the Saturday Market. 
Discussion was had. Motion/LaMar: Second/ 
Hammond to allow Saturday Market at the Information 
Center. Nays/Wright 

Maintenance Report read by Hammond. Post Office 
pumped. Ballfields mowed and dragged. Memorial 
Day town hall set up. Cemetery was prepped for 
Memorial Service.  Campground general cleanup, set 
up for the season. Ceiling light replaced in shower 
house. Grader maintenance. John Deere mower deck in 
for repairs. Ford truck in for repairs in Benville. 
Flagpole at Nelimark to be put up and once new LED 
lights can be put in, fix flag pole. Motion/Hammond: 
Second/LaMar to fix the John Deere lawn tractor gear 
box. Carried 3-0. 

Roads have been graded and looking good. 

Campground Report given by Caretaker Lori 
Worsham. Few North Shore Mining seasonals have 
cancelled. Spraying for mosquitos was done. 
Supervisors agree to have the ballfield sprayed as well. 
Grass to be cut by maintenance day after meeting. 
Motion/Wright: Second/Hammond to have ballfield 
and campground sprayed for mosquitos. Carried 3-0. 
Leaning tree at the campground will be looked at by 

Worsham and Wright after the meeting and to make a 
plan for removal.  

Motion/Wright: Second/LaMar to approve and sign the 
cemetery deeds. Carried 3-0. 

Clerk requesting permission from supervisors to update 
and spruce up the Embarrass Township signs in the 
township along with her parents, stating labor and most 
materials will be donated. Motion/Wright: 
Second/LaMar to accept clerks request to donate hours 
and most supplies by Clerk and Clerk’s parents Bruce 
and Marge Cornelius to update and spruce up township 
signs around Embarrass with a two hundred fifty-dollar 
limit if needed. Carried 3-.0. 

Discussion of office hours was had, and hours will be 
Monday through Thursday 10-3, discussion of Deputy 
Clerk.  

Frontline Workers bonus pay application started. All 
employees and visitors were told about the pay for 
which they may qualify.  

Bog walk damaged at the campground with the 
flooding. Clerk will complete damage reporting to 
request funding towards repairs. 

St. Louis County Sheriff email read by supervisors. 
Motion/Wright: Second/Hammond in favor of a 
deputy’s email asking for opinion on attending 
township meetings. Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m. by LaMar. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese 

CLERK’S CORNER: 

Have a happy and safe Fourth of July!! 

Interest in being an election judge? Call 
me! 

Jennifer Boese, Town Clerk218-984-
2084, 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 
Full Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 

or call the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984-
2084. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to 
The Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $15 for one year, payable 
to the Town of Embarrass, 7503 
Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 
55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and on 
following pages. Neither the Town of 
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints or 
ideology of these groups or their events. 
The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any letter 
to the editor or submitted material. 
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Waasa Township 

3795 Highway 21 
May 4, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Steve Sipola, 
Carrie Westvik, Nina Honkola and Sandra Gibson 

Visitors: None 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board Chair, 
Mike Johnson and the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the April 6, 
2022 Regular Meeting minutes. Mike supported. Carried (3-
0). 

Treasurer’s Report: Total Disbursements April 6, 2022 
Regular Meeting: $1,879.34. Receipts were $35.00 from 
Doug & Sally Asp, cemetery lot purchase. Mike accepted 
the report and Carrie supported. Carried (3-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve payment of 
the bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support 
from Steve. Carried (3-0). 

 Gibson, Sandra $33.93, Mile. Reimb: AutoMark Drop-
off 

 Lake Country Power, $84.86, Electricity for Town Hall 
 MATIT, $1,763.00, Township Insurance 
 MN Assoc. of Townships, $65.00, Treasurer Training in 

Duluth 
 SLC Auditor, $2,354.64, Snowplowing Twp. Rds. 2021-

2022 (2nd half) 
 Sipola, Steve, $26.91, Mileage Reimb: May Road 

inspect. & Calls 
 U.S. Treasury, $93.76, 941 Tax 

Road Report: Roads are in the usual spring break up 
condition. Steve answered complaint calls for water on part 
of Beckman Road and Dale Road is very soft. The monthly 
road inspection was performed 2 days ago. A grading of all 
township roads will be ordered ASAP. 

Cemetery Report: Cemetery Clean-up Day is set for 
Saturday, May 21 at 10 a.m. Volunteers are sought. 
Families should maintain their loved one’s grave, if at all 
possible. Clean-up Day will be advertised thru the Flying 
Finn and posters at the usual posting places. 

The flags will be put up for Memorial Day. Memorial 
Services have not been set and may not happen this year. 

Old Business: Discussion was held on the options we have 
to help with the request to help fund the Babbitt 
Ambulance Service. Those in attendance at 2022 Annual 
Meeting seemed to be in favor of supporting them. Mike 
moved to donate $2,000.00 to the Babbitt Ambulance 
Service with Steve supporting. Carried (3-0). The opinion of 
the residents will be sought again at the 2023 Annual 
Meeting. 

Steve will continue to monitor the new sump pump he 
installed in the town hall recently. 

LBAE Meeting minutes from April 26, 2022 were reviewed 
and approved by Mike and seconded by Carrie. Carried (3-
0). 

Mike approved the purchase of a cemetery lot by Doug & 
Sally Asp. Supported by Carrie. Carried (3-0). 

New Business: Spring Road Inspections are set for Saturday, 
June 4 at 9:00 a.m. 

Correspondence: All mail was read and filed. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:05 
p.m. and was supported by Steve. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk; 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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PIKE SANDY 
WOMEN’S 

CLUB 
No Summer 

Meetings 
Next Meeting – September 6 

The Women's Club will not meet during the summer 
months but will resume on the First Tuesday of 
September 6, 2022 at 7 p.m. at the Pike Town Hall. If 
anyone has any questions or is interested in club 
activities, please contact Lynne Stuckey at (218)410-
0167. 

Trapline Liquor 

4897 Hwy 21 
218-984-BYOB (2962) 

traplineliquor@yahoo.com 
Don’t limit happy to an hour 

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm 
Sunday 11 am – 6 pm 

 
Come see us for your 
Celebration Needs! 

  



Flying Finn Page 7 July 2022 

Embarrass Region Fair 
June 16, 2022 

Pending Approval 

Present Board: Gustave Schroeder, Jerry Meier, Lisa Gibson 
Trustees: Bonnie Meier, Janine Patten 

Members Present: Chris & Rodney Dale, Roland Fowler, Tana & 
Mike Johnson, Sherie Joki, Jo & Jim Hardy, Floyd Joki, Shireen Lee, 
Douglas Mattson. 

Call to Order. Gus called the meeting to order at 6:37 pm. 

Minutes: The minutes of the May 5th and May 19th meetings 
were distributed to the membership for review. Gus asked for 
any changes, additions or corrections; there were none.  Jim 
moved to accept the minutes for both May 5 & May 19.  Lisa 
seconded. Motion carried. 

Treasurer Report: The treasurer’s report showing the reconciled 
checking account activity and checking & savings account 
balances for May, as well as checks written so far in June was 
distributed to the membership for review. Jerry also reviewed the 
income from Fairbook ad sales and pointed out that this year the 
Fairbook printing costs are about 30% higher than last year. 
Rodney motioned to accept the treasurer’s report. Jo seconded. 
Motion carried. 

Old Business 
 Maintenance Priorities/Grant update/Bids (Gus/Jerry/Tana). 

Tana reviewed the maintenance priorities for Timber Hall.  
Bids/estimates for Timber Hall doors and other repairs are still 
being sought. Tana also said that we need to determine where 
on the fairgrounds to run electricity. In addition, she said that 
the we need both a long-term strategic plan for ERFA and a 
maintenance plan for the buildings and grounds. She also said 
that volunteers should keep track of their hours because 
volunteer hours can be applied towards matching funds for 
grants. 

 Update on Secretary position. Position is still open. Anyone 
interested should contact Janine at j9patten@yahoo.com, call 
or text 218-391-7896. 

 Update ERFA Web designer.  Position is still open. Anyone 
interested should contact Jerry Meier, jerry@mnmeier.net, call 
or text 218-984-3506. Great opportunity for high school or 
college students to test their skills and gain experience. 

 Kitchen Rental during Fair. (fee/insurance). Jerry reported that 
our current insurance policy covers the use of the kitchen 
during the Fair. Membership discussed reducing the kitchen 
rental fee for the Fair weekend. Roland moved that the fee for 
renting the kitchen during the Fair weekend be reduced from 
$500 to $350. Jim seconded. Motion carried. 

 Timber Hall Rental update (Jerry/Bonnie).  Jerry reported that 
there are two upcoming rentals this summer and more in the 
Fall. 

New Business: 
 Festival.net update (Janine). Janine explained the Fair could put 

a free listing on Festival.net. and also, for a fee, use Festival.net 
to seek arts & crafts vendors. Janine suggested possibly using 

Festival.net for arts & crafts vendors in 2023 since the 2022 
Timber Hall Arts & Crafts show is already nearly full. 

 Benches for Timber Hall. Rodney suggested that we build new 
benches for outside of Timber Hall. After discussion among the 
membership Jerry made a motion to determine what materials 
are needed to build the benches and to pay the cost out of 
existing funds. Chris seconded. Motion carried. 

FAIR Business (August 26-28) 
 Fairbook. The Fairbook has gone to print and should be ready 

in two weeks. Gus thanked all the volunteers who worked so 
hard to put together the Fairbook. 

 Tents. Tents will be purchased once we know if ERFA is 
awarded a grant Lake Country Power. 

 Event Updates: 
Exhibit Building. A Chairperson is still needed. 
Entertainment. Gus reviewed the entertainment schedule for 
Friday & Saturday night. 
Security. Sherie Joki will handle security. Members determined 
the number of security personnel for each day of the Fair and 
agreed on the hourly pay rate. 
Demo Derby. Jim is looking into having lawnmower races at the 
Demo Derby again this year. 
Timber Hall Arts & Craft Show. Janine reported that spaces 
inside Timber Hall are almost full, however; there are still a lot 
of spaces available under the eaves. 
Mud Run. Floyd discussed running a water line to the Mud Run 
pit. 
Flying Finn 5K Run/Walk. It was reported that there are enough 
t-shirts. 
Fair event chairs. All fair events have a coordinator except the 
exhibit building and parade. Anyone interested should contact 
Janine at j9patten@yahoo.com, call or text 218-391-7896. 

Team Penning (August 19-21) -Gus gave a brief update 

Miscellaneous 
 Free fair admission for volunteers.  After discussion among 

the membership, Jo made a motion that volunteers be 
admitted to the Fair for free, on the day(s) they volunteer, 
provided their event chairperson has submitted their name in 
advance to receive a ‘volunteer’ wristband, which they will be 
required to present at the gate to be admitted for free. 
Rodney seconded. Motion carried. 

 Lawnmower for fairgrounds. The membership discussed the 
need for a larger lawnmower for the fairgrounds. After 
membership discussion, Gus made a motion to allocate up to 
$4,000 for the purchase of a lawnmower. Lisa seconded. 
Motion carried. 

 Ambulance. Janine will contact Babbitt EMS to request their 
presence at the Fair. 

Jerry made a motion to adjourn. Lisa seconded. Motion carried.  
Gus adjourned the meeting at 8:10. 

Respectfully submitted, Janine Patten, Trustee 

The Embarrass Region Fair Association will meet again on 
 Thursday, July 21, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at Timber Hall 

The Fair Board meets the third Thursday of the month. 
New Members are Welcome! 
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Sisu Heritage, Inc. 
Monthly Meeting. 

June 2022 
Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Tom Sheehan, David Pike, Mickey 
White, Linda Koskela;  Guests: Paul Knuti, Roberta Pike 

1. The May minutes were reviewed and stand approved. 

2. The financial report for May was presented, a motion 
to accept by David, second by Mickey, MC. A motion by 
Mickey to accept payment of $238.33 for Sauna Day 
food, second David, MC. 

3. Mickey reported membership: 145-30 are lifetime. 

4. Comments/Evaluation of events: The very talented Bill 
& Kate Isles in Concert was well received. A couple who 
were married in the Apostolic Lutheran Church 70 years 
ago were in attendance! 

After the morning rain, Sauna Day attendees toured 
several saunas, the camping sauna tent was of high 
interest, others enjoyed the pulled—pork sandwiches, 
musicians and baby goats. The boot-throwing contest 
had a large crowd. Raffle tickets sold well. The artisans 
also had a good day at the Nelimark Museum. A special 
Thank You to the Blue Cross – Blue Shield group who 
helped clean buildings, put up the big tent and trimmed 
trees on Friday. Discussion was held to provide a return 
of tours of saunas next year. 

5. Paul K. gave updates on two outstanding grants: 

 $8,000 for placing the Apostolic Lutheran Church 
on the Historical Registry. 

 $40,000 on the 1st phase for the restoration of the 
Seitaniemi Homestead. Signage for the Bike Trails 
will post directional signs before informational 
ones. 

6. Marlin presented updates on summer projects: 

 Greenstone will finish work on the Apostolic 
Lutheran Church putting gback the metaal sheets 
on the wall of the church. Also, finishing some 
landscaping. 

 Arrowhead roofing will complete work on the 
gutters by the end of July. 

7. Marlin will check with the Mesabi Sign Co. to obtain 
new signage at present historic sites in Embarrass 
duplicating them with photos. 

8. Seeking volunteers for a SISU Heritage tour committee. 

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 

Next meeting, 6:30 p.m., Monday July 18, 2022 

*** OBITUARY *** 
Debbera J. Marinaro, 67 

Debbera Joanne Marinaro, 67, of Babbitt, passed away 
peacefully in her hospital bed surrounded by loved ones 
on May 22, 2022, after her battle with pancreatic cancer. 
A celebration of life was held at Tank’s Bar in Babbitt on 
June 4. 

She was the first of three children born to Maynard and 
Loretta Wick on Oct. 13, 1954. She grew up in Embarrass 
and graduated from Babbitt High School in 1973. She 
worked in Babbitt for many years at Kasson Game Tables 
and most recently for Babbitt City Hall. If she wasn’t 
winning at pull-tabs at the local establishments, she was 
enjoying her time hitting triple 7’s from a Las Vegas slot 
machine while visiting family. 

She is survived by her mother, Loretta Wick; brother, 
Dave Wick; sister, Barb Manney; and her two children, 
Tracy Marinaro and Mike Marinaro. 

 

When you can’t come to the library, 
your library on wheels will come to 

you. 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 (Four Corners) 

Jul 6 & 27; Aug 17; Sep 7 & 28; 
Oct 19; Nov 9 & 30; Dec 21 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
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Embarrass Flower 
& Garden Club 
We are meeting in person again! 
 
Meetings are at the 
Embarrass Town Hall. 
 
Please join us. Cost per 
person for joining the club is only $15.00/year. 
Masks are requested 
for the in-person meeting. 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, 
please contact: Linda Cox, 
President, 218-984-3002 
or (218) 780-4143. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Babbitt Public Library 

 
Monday-Thursday 
12:00 pm- 6:00 pm 

 
Friday 

12:00 pm- 5:00 pm 
 

Curbside service 
is also available. 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass 

Office hours 
Tuesday & Thursday, 4:30 – 7 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 

218-984-2037 

Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 
Interim Pastor, Brian Birk of Tower 

Confirmation Instruction at 9:30 a.m. 
The council of Hope Lutheran Church in Embarrass believes your 
thoughts matter and invites you to help give direction to how the 
Church can serve our communities. There are two opportunities 
available and is open to the public. Everyone is invited to attend. 
Meetings will be held at Embarrass Town Hall on Levander Road. 
Join in either discussion; Sunday, July 10, noon – 2 p.m., or 
Tuesday 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Questions can be directed to 218-984-
2037 or 218-269-1331 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

All Services at 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion – First Sunday 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732 

218-984-3402 
www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 
Sunday 
Family Bible Classes, 9 a.m. 
Family Worship, 10 a.m. 

Monday 
Women’s Bible Study – 6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study – 7 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting – 6 p.m. 
Adult/Teen Bible Study – 7 p.m. 

Thursday 
Men’s Prayer – 6 a.m. 

Special Events 
 Baptism Service. Thursday, July 15, 5:00 

p.m. at the Jon Anderson home. 

 Kids Wiffleball game. Friday, July 15, 6:30 
p.m. at the Bjornrud home. 

 Wiffleball Tournament, Saturday, July 16, 
6:00 p.m. at the Bjornrud home. 

Special Events 

7/3 “The Prophet Micaiah” 
7/10 “The Prophet Elisha” 
7/17 “The Prophet Jeremiah” 
7/24 “The Prophet Jonah” 
7/31 “The Prophet Hosea” 
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