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Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, January 4, 8-11 

Timber Hall 

 

Happy New Year 

 

 

Annual Meeting of the  

Embarrass Region 

Volunteer Fire Department 

 

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

Embarrass Fire Hall - 4868 Highway 21, Embarrass 

The public is invited to attend. 

 

Embarrass Town Board Meeting 

January 8, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

*Meetings for local groups are on the Page 2 Calendar* 
Please submit materials for the February 2020 issue to the Embarrass Clerk’s Office 

By January 20, 2019. 218-984-2084, embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net  
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JANUARY 2020 
   1 

OFFICE CLOSED 
Happy New Year! 

2 
 
 
 
 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

3 4 
Pancake Breakfast 
(Timber Hall) 
8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

5 

 
4-H Meeting 

6 
 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 
No Flower & 
Garden Club 
Meeting in 
January. 

7 
Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 
Waasa Town 
Board Mtg 7p.m. 
Waasa Town Hall 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Embarrass Town 
Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

9 
 
 
 
 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

10 11 
 
Hall Rental: 
Flower & Garden 
Club Holiday Party 
(Members and 
their families). 

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

14 
Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 
Embarrass Board 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Bookmobile @ 
Four Corners 
5:15-6:00p.m. 

16 
 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 
Timber Hall: 
Fair Board Mtg 
6:30 

17 18 

19 20 
 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 
 
SISU Meeting 
6:30 p.m. at the 
Town Hall 

21 
 
 
 
Ladies Coffee 
10-11 a.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

22 
 
 
 
 
Bookmobile @ 
Timber Hall 
4:30-5:15 p.m. 

23 
 
 
 
 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

24 25 

26 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exercise Group 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

27 28 39 31  
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FROM THE EDITOR: 
The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, 
community notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 
7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, e-mail them to embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net or drop them off 
during office hours (M-Th 9 a.m.-4 p.m.). Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or 
other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets that it is unable to purchase or reimburse 
for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the 
editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. ***** Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 

Board Meeting 

December 17, 2019 

PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present: Gary Rantala, Roy Worsham, Gene 

Wright, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: Paul Knuti, Bonnie Davies, Roland 

Fowler 

Meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by 

Worsham with The Pledge of Allegiance. 

November minutes approved as printed 

Motion/Worsham: Second/Wright. Carried 3-0. 

Treasures report was accepted after a question 

was asked about campground fund. 

Motion/Worsham: Second/Wright. Carried 3-0. 

Supervisors thank Bonnie and Roger Davies for the 

making of all the candles for the Ice Candle 

Celebration. Worsham points out he approved gift 

cards for them to show appreciation for all their 

hard work. 

Motion/Worsham: Second/Rantala to donate $50 

to the St. Louis County Fair. Carried 3-0. 

Letter regarding the Pyhala was drafted by clerk 

and Wright. After being reviewed by the 

supervisors and the visitors, Kunti asks for 

wording to be added to the letter to which the 

supervisors agree. More discussion was had on the 

topic. More files and information will be looked 

into. The board supervisors would like the letter 

sent to residents and registered voters of Embarrass 

for opinions on to sell or not. Supervisors would 

also like to hold a public meeting with the public at 

a later time. Knuti hands supervisors a description 

and informational sheet of the Pyhala history. 

Motion/Wright: Second/Rantala to include the 

description given by Knuti in the letter. Carried 3-

0. Fowler mentions he would like to see it on the 

ballot. Clerk to contact attorney for legal advice. 

Motion/Worsham: Second/Wright to accept the 

letter to the voting residents with the changes 

requested. Carried 3-0. 

Request for the supervisors to look into an increase 

of the ice candle price. Supervisors will discuss at 

next meeting. 

Closed meeting was held on employee health issue. 

Wright speaks about where the other supervisors 

would like to see the money come from to pay for 

the pickup. Grant application for partial funds of 

new pickup was sent, still waiting on response. 

Wright will speak with credit union on best option. 

Worsham adjourns meeting at 7:53 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese, Town 

Clerk 

THANK YOU 
to all those who helped 

with the 2019 Ice 
Candle & Holiday 

Gathering 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
I would like to give some BIG thank you’s for 

the Ice Candle Celebration. Roger and Bonnie 

Davies who made every single ice candle! All 

648 of them! The late and early hours you both 

put into this was unreal. If it wasn’t for you 

both this would have never happened. Thank you 

both so much! Thank you to Deb Rowbottom for 

the huge help in decorating the hall. It looked 

amazing. My parents Bruce and Marge Cornelius 

for the help with the all the extra details. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped 

place the candles the day of. Christine Mackai 

and family, the 4H Club, Jerry & Bonnie Meier, 

Paul & Amanda Rasmussen family and Denny & 

Laura Rosendahl and of course Santa who took 

time out of his busy schedule to stop in and the 

little elves that brought in cookies and bars. It 

was such a beautiful night at the Town Hall and 

the cemetery. Candles were still burning at 2 in 

the morning and many still on Monday morning!! 

Such a special event we have here and hope it 

will continue for many more years to come. 

Next year the Ice Candle Celebration will be 

held on December 19. Volunteers are what 

makes this event possible and the ones we had 

sure did an outstanding job! Very sorry if I have 

forgotten to mention anyone.  

Reorganizational meeting and the next regular 

meeting will be held on January 8 at 6:00. 

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

healthy and Happy New Year. 

 

Jennifer Boese, Town Clerk 
 

 

ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 
Full Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or call the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984-

2084. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to 
The Flying Finn may drop off or send 
a donation of $15 for one year, 
payable to the Town of Embarrass, 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 
55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and 
on following pages. Neither the Town 
of Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints 
or ideology of these groups or their 
events. The Town of Embarrass 
reserves the right to publish or not 
publish any letter to the editor or 
submitted material. 
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Vermilion 4-H Club 

Fall Report 
The Vermilion 4-H Club 

enjoyed a field trip to the Fat Chicken Farm in 

Embarrass in September. They learned about 

bees, chickens, greenhouses and gardening. 

The members elected club officers in October 

and set goals for the year including community 

service projects. The November meeting 

included a game and an art demonstration. The 

club normally meets the first Sunday of the 

month at 4:00 p.m. at the Embarrass Town 

Hall. 

 

Submitted by Vermilion 4-H President 

Magnus Trembath. 
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Waasa Township 
Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, November 5, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Mitch Lind, 

Steven Sipola, Bonnie Keller and Sandra Gibson 

Visitors: David Hess, Pat Siefert, David Joke and 

Floyd Joki 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, 

Mitch Lind and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the 

October 8, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes. Mitch 

supported. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: October Receipts were $19.94 

(MV Credit-Ag) from State of MN, $1,600 (Annual 

Lease Fee for Twp. Property for Wells) from Twin 

Metals. October Disbursements were: General Fund: 

$1,245.51, Road & Bridge Fund: 0, Building: 0, 

Cemetery Fund: 0. Steve accepted the report and Mitch 

supported. Carried (3-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: 

• Davey Do-Right Services, $245.00, Mow & Trim 

Cemetery 2X 

• Joki, David, $300.00, Digging Marion Saranpaa 

Grave (Casket) 

• Lake Country Power, $72.60, Electricity for Town 

Hall 

• Lakes Gas Company, $72.00, Pick up tank (N/C) 

Charge for High Pressure Regulator 

• Sipola, Steve, $16.24, Mileage Reimbursement—

Road Inspections 

Mitch moved to approve payment of all bills listed plus 

board payroll and PERA. Steve supported. Carried (3-

0). 

Address Visitors: A resident had made a phone 

complaint to the Clerk about his road on October 28 but 

did not leave his name or state which road he had an 

issue with and it was unsettling to the clerk. The caller 

was present at the meeting and told the board he’s been 

upset over the condition of Taapa Road. He said it 

hadn’t been graded all summer or fall and there were 

times he had to fill in holes himself. He has even had 

balance issues to his car. Mitch told him grading was 

ordered on his road after his complaint. The resident 

also stated that the snowplowing service has been poor. 

Others in the audience agreed. The resident made an 

apology to the clerk for way he spoke in his phone 

message to her. 

Road Report: Steve did inspections of all roads on 

October 10, after the complaint about Taapa Road. 

Taapa, Beckman and Teinila Roads were ordered 

graded on or around October 9 and again on or after 

October 29, according to St. Louis County. The 

township roads are presently in a frozen condition. 

Cemetery Report: The clerk has been in contact with 

the sexton, he reported that he moved the trash and 

water barrels into the shed for the winter. He had two 

burials this month, Marion Saranpaa and Melvin Luhta. 

Old Business: The road inspection check list was 

reviewed. Mike is willing to type a new form. 

New Business: Mitch moved to allow the clerk and the 

appointed Head Judge to attend Election Training in 

Virginia on December 10 for the March 3, 2020 

Presidential Nomination Primary. Steve supported. 

Carried (3-0).  

Mike volunteered to download the app to monitor the 

propane tank from his phone. Clerk’s note: Superior 

Fuel Company will be monitoring also and will deliver 

as needed. 

The review of cemetery lot and sexton services will be 

tabled until the Re-Organizational Meeting. 

A request for renting the hall by the Nate Bjork family 

on November 26-27 was approved provided they can 

show proof of insurance and a $100 deposit check. 

Correspondence: All other mail was read and filed. In 

addition, the clerk reported that she received a nice call 

from Linda Pulkinen, stating how pleased her family is 

with the work that has been done to Niemi Road. She 

wanted the thank you extended to the whole town 

board. 

Adjournment: Steve moved to close the meeting at 

7:55 p.m. and was supported by Mitch. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town 

Clerk; Mitch Lind, Waasa Board Chair 

NOTICE: 

January Waasa Regular Board 

Meeting will be CHANGED to 

Wednesday, January 8 at 7 p.m. due 

to the Embarrass Region Fire 

Department Annual Meeting being 

held on our regularly scheduled 

meeting date.  
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Embarrass Flower and 
Garden Club 

 

HOLIDAY PARTY: 
Saturday, January 11, 

2020 @ 5:00 p.m. 

The club will host a 
potluck and dice 

game for members 
and their families. 

No January Meeting. 

Next meeting: 
Monday, February 3, 2020, 6:30 p.m. The 

public is invited to attend. 

Come and share your gardening experiences. 
For more information contact: Linda Cox, 

President (218) 984-3002. 

 

Girls Basketball 

Thursday 1/9 Home vs Ely 5:45/7:15 

Tuesday 1/14 Home vs Northwoods 5:45/7:15 

Thursday 1/23 @ Cherry 5:45/7:15 

Friday 1/24 @ Northland/Remer, 5:45(Varsity only) 

Tuesday 1/28 Home vs Littlefork Big Falls 5:45/7:15 

Friday 1/30 Home vs Fond du Lac 4:45/6:15 

HOCKEY (Ely/NER) 

Friday 1/3 @ International Falls, 7:00 

Friday 1/10 @ Bagley/Fosston, 6:00 

Friday 1/17 Home (Ely) vs Red Lake Falls Area, 7:00 

Tuesday 1/21 Home (Ely) vs Proctor, 6:00 

Saturday 1/25 @ MayPort (N.D., 1:00 

Friday 1/31 Home (Ely) vs Bagley/Fosston, 7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMBARRASS REGION 

FAIR ASSOCIATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020 

6:30 P.M. 

TIMBER HALL 
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Trapline Liquor 

4897 Hwy 21 

218-984-BYOB (2962) 

traplineliquor@yahoo.com 

Don’t limit happy to an hour 

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm 

Sunday 11 am – 6 pm 

 

Come see us for your 

Celebration Needs! 
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ALS BOOKMOBILE SCHEDULE 
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Library 
System bookmobile. Local stops and times include: 

Wednesdays 
Four Corners: January 15, 5:15-6:30 
Timber Hall: January 22, 4:30-5:15 

For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, write or call the Arrowhead Library 
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768; (218) 
741-3840 or check out our web site at www.alslib.info. 
 

 
BABBITT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Library Hours 
Monday-Thursday 12:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Friday 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

❖ White Elephant is back in the Library, stop in and 
browse our new or used holiday items and many 
pieces of jewelry for sale. 

❖ Raffle Drawing – Purchase tickets at the Library for 
$5.00 each. Drawing will be on February 3, 2020. 
Sponsored by Friends of the Library. 

❖ Thursday, January 2 @ 2:00 p.m.: 2:00 p.m. – 
Bingo. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 

❖ Monday, January 6 @ 2:00 p.m.: Book Club. 

❖ Wednesday, January 8 @ 3:30 p.m.: Ombre Winter 
Tree Earring Class. Pre-register for class – limit 12. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 

❖ Thursday, January 16 @ 2:00 p.m.: 2:00 p.m. – Free 
Bingo. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 

❖ Wednesday, January 22 @ 3:30 p.m.: Animal 
Water Color Class. Make a Wolf, Moose, or Bear 
watercolor picture to hang on your wall. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Pre-
register for class – Limit 30. 

 

New Year Brings New Opportunities for 
SISU Heritage and Embarrass Folks 

As 2020 comes into focus for folks in Embarrass 
there are many blessings to be thankful for from 
2019 and golden opportunities ahead for 2020. 

We have survived another year! Saturday 
morning pancake breakfasts, National Sauna 
Day at the Nelimark with people visiting from 
near and far, two concerts at the Finnish 
Apostolic Lutheran Church, Community Night 
Out at the Seitaniemi House Barn, a fun filled, 
well planned Embarrass Regional Fair, 
numerous ball games in the summer, morning 
trips to the Embarrass Post Office, Thurs 
afternoons speaking Finnish together at the 
townhall, community coffee time at the townhall 
and the Nelimark homestead, Friday morning 
“catch up” with fresh pulla at the Neli and having 
coffee an’ with friends and neighbors on 
Saturday as well. We have made friends during 
interesting “Embarrass Homestead Tours with 
Mike” and new folks visiting at the local 
Embarrass campground. 

A number of old friends, neighbors and relatives 
have come and gone; they will be missed by all 
but new friends are waiting just around the 
corner. The New Year 2020 brings a great 
opportunity to meet them. 

“How?” you ask. 

Consider each new day an opportunity to get out 
and meet, talk with and befriend someone, 
young or old, lonely or hungry, someone just 
waiting for your smile, recognition and 
conversation. Keep track of all the opportunities 
in your hometown community in 2020. Plan a 
family picnic out. Get to know your neighbors. 
Venture out and take part in those available 
community activities. Vote. Volunteer. Take a 
special meal to a shut in who can’t drive. Drive 
someone to a cafe for an evening meal out. 
Many elderly folks in our community are just 
waiting for you to reach out. Make 2020 a 
community “Happening”! 

Happy New Year! 

 

Submitted by Ron Sutton  
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SISU HERITAGE 

Meeting Minutes - November 2019 
Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Pat Heikkila, Linda Koskela, 
Leone Graf, John Kinnunen, Cindy Scherer, Mickey 
White, Jack Lamar, Ron Sutton 

Guests: Marti Kinnunen, Mary Novak, Paul Knuti 

1. September/October minutes were reviewed with 
corrections in spelling of IRRRB, Apostolic and the 
removal of minutes accepted due to not having a 
quorum. Motion to accept Leone, second Jack. 

2. Cindy requested we pay $105.00 to the East Range 
Shopper, motion by John, second Pat. October 
financial report was presented, motion to accept 
John, second Leone. September report accepted 
due to not having a quorum, motion John, second 
Jack. 

3. Due to a family emergency, auditor, Jeff Sterle, 
rescheduled for the December 16 meeting. 

4. Membership report: remains the same with 162, 
26 lifetime. 

5. Update from the Historical Site Task Force: Ron & 
Paul took members of the IRRRB on tours of the 
Hanka, Seitaniemi, Pyhala Homesteads and the 
Apostolic Lutheran Church. They are seeking a 
guidance of people in terms of moving the task 
force ahead. 

6. Ron reported the St. Louis County Historical 
Society raised our budget to $1000. 

7. A discussion was held to look into spending money 
from our checking and savings to pay for grant 
writers, hiring a consultant, and for working on 
building at the SISU sites. Jack will give projected 
costs of maintenance on the Seitaniemi site. 

8. Mary Novak, a member of the Embarrass Town 
Board, presented an opportunity to apply for a 
FREE audit from the Technology Audit and Mini 
Grant website. The grand could promote SISU 
Heritage interests. The Embarrass Town Board will 
also look at applying for this FREE audit. 

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 

 
SISU HERITAGE 

Meeting Minutes - December 2019 
Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Pat Heikkila, Cindy Scherer, 
Linda Koskela, Jack Lamar, Mickey White, Leone Graf 

Guest: Jeff Sterle 

1. Jeff presented the audited findings for the financial 
statements of Sisu Heritage, Inc. as of December 
31, 2018. The treasurer receives, reconciles, and 
reports all receipts and disbursements. No 
significant difficulties or disagreements arose 
during the course of the audit. Jeff reported a 
clean audit. 

2. November minutes were reviewed with a 
correction on #6, the St. Louis County Historical 
Societ raised our allocation by $1000. Motion by 
Leone, second Pat. MC. 

3. Financial report was presented, motion to accept 
Jack, second Pat. MC 

4. Membership report: Added a new member. 163, 
28 lifetime. 

5. Jack provided a scope of work list for the 
Seitaniemi Housebarn. Marlin assigned the board 
members to look over the list before the January 
meeting. 

6. The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 23, 
2020. The nominating committee of Cindy S. and 
Linda K. will contact Marlin B., Leone G., John K., 
and Mickey W., who will be asked to serve another 
term on the Sisu Board. Details for the annual 
meeting will be addressed at the next meeting. 

7. New Business: Board members diligently worked 
on the 2020 Proposed Budget to be presented at 
the Annual Meeting. 

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 

 

*December minutes are pending approval. 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass 

Pulpit Supply Office hours 
Tues & Thurs 4:30-7 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
218-984-2037 

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee an’ follows worship every 
Sunday 

• January 5 with Kristin Foster 

• January 12 Worship with Billie 
Rouse 

• January 19 Worship with Billie 
Rouse 

• January 26 Worship with Billie 
Rouse and Holy Communion 
Coffee an’ following all services. 

Other Events: 

• Thursdays – Coffee & Crafts, 9 a.m. 

God welcomes all people! You are 
welcome here! 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

Sunday Services at 10:30 a.m. 

January 5 Jon Salo 
    Followed by Annual Meeting 
    (rescheduled from Oct.) 
January 12 Ryan Kandoll 
January 19 Gerry Southerton 
January 26 Jerry DeVries 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF 
EMBARRASS 

5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732 
218-984-3402 

Website: www.efreechurch.com 
E-mail: embfree@frontier.com 

Weekly Schedule: 
Sunday 
 Family Bible classes: 9:00 a.m. 
 Family Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday 
 Women’s Bible Study, 9:00 a.m. 
 “Kids on the Rock”, 4:00 p.m. 
 ENGAGE Youth Ministry, 6:30 p.m. 

Special Events: 
Sunday, January 19: Potluck fellowship 

and annual church meeting, 12:15 
p.m. 

Sunday Messages: 

January 5 “The Greatness of God 
and Undivided Hearts” 

January 12 “The Three Omnis” 
January 19 “The Only Sovereign” 
January 26 “I Do Not Change” 
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