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Waasa Township Regular Board Meeting
Waasa Town Hall
Wednesday, April 2, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, Allan
Schnacky, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson
Visitor: none

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of and Allegiance.

Minutes Approval: Eric moved to approve the March 5, 2025
Meeting Minutes as read with Mike supporting. Carried (3-0).

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for March: $3,798.55 from SLC—
Town Road Aid, with $38.63 interest on Building Fund.
Disbursements from General Fund totaled $2,579.49. Mike
approved the Treasurer’s report and moved to approve
payment of the bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with
Eric supporting. Carried (3-0).

Babbitt Weekly News $85.00 Annual Meeting Notice
Gibson, Sandra 11.77 Annual Meeting Supplies
Kovisto, Winnie 25.00 Served as Annual Mtg Mod
Lake Country Power 121.17 Auto Pay, 3/31/25

Menards 22.32 Broom/Other/Supplies
Pulkinen, Eric 105.13 Mile Reimb/Plumb Supplies
St Louis Country Aud  175.00 Waste Assessment
Superior Fuel 1.210.71 Auto Pay

U.S. Treasury 97.90 Quarterly Payment

Road Report: Roads are mostly in good shape. Koskela and
Dale roads have soft ruts. Dale and Niemi roads have culverts
that need some work.

SLC recommends brushing on Tienila and Koskela Roads.
Three quotes were received and reviewed. Mike moved to
accept Rock, Snow & Fire’s quote of $3,200.00 with Eric
supporting. Carried (3-0).

Cemetery: Eric has put out the garbage can. Several graves
have sunk in the lower section. They will be filled in soon so
that the grass can grow back.

Two quotes were taken for cemetery lawn care for this season.
Mike moved that Bisso Lawn Service be awarded the contract
with Eric supporting. Carried (3-0).

A Cemetery Sexton is still being sought. If anyone is
considering the position, please contact Sandra @ (218) 290-
9290.

“Cemetery Clean-up Day” is planned for Saturday, May 17" at
10a.m. Rain day is May 24", Volunteers are most welcome
and appreciated.

Old Business: Several quotes were obtained for propane
heating fuel and considered. Mike moved to accept the
Superior Fuel Company 3-year contract with support from Eric.
Carried (3-0).

New Business: Septic lines are still frozen. Water is shut off
and we will wait until warmer weather for it to thaw.

Eric will check with OJ’s HAVA & Refrig. for ideas on the
condensation pump which now needs to be checked each day.

The Treasurer has been looking into Microsoft Subscriptions.
She is satisfied with a free one she found.

The board discussed the Levy for 2026, which was approved by
the voters at the Annual Meeting. It is a 3% across the board
increase of $1,395.00.

General Fund $15,450.00

Fire Fund 24,205.00

Rd. & Bridge 8,240.00
Total Levy: $47,895.00

LBAE Meeting is Thursday, April 10™. It will begin at 5 p.m. and
end at 6 p.m. on April 10*",

The old riding mower will be put on bids. The clerk will do the
advertising after she gets the full details.

Correspondence: None.

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 7:41 p.m.
and was supported by Allan. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair

Arrowhead Bookmobile
The Bookmobile offers print books,
Cookbooks, large print books, DVDs,

contact the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron,
MN 55768, 218 741-3840, see us on
Facebook or check our web site at
www.alslib.info.

Babbitt Public Library
Monday - Thursday

audiobooks and video games. For 9am-5pm
further informatior} on the ' Friday
Bookmobile or Mail-A- Book services, 10am - 6pm

The township board and community
members would like to thank each of you
that helped clean the cemetery.



http://www.alslib.info/

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass
218 984-2037
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com

Pastor Christina Forsythe
Office Hours: Saturday 11am —3pm
Sunday School Begins at 9am

Services begin at 10:30am

Evangelical Free Church

5606 E Taylor Rd - Embarrass, MN 55732 - 218-984-3402
www.efreechurch.com - marlinb@efreechurch.com

Sunday

Bible classes 9am

Worship Service 10am
Monday

Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm
Wednesday

Adult Teen Bible Study 7pm

(Begins June 11t)
Sunday Messages

June 1 “Even when you have been wronged”
June 8 “A God who Gives Tests”

June 15 David Fowler

June 22 “Tested by Disappointment”

June 29 “Tested by Failure”

Pike Apostolic Lutheran Church
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169)
www.apostoliclutheran.org

Services at 10:30am

Communion — First Sundays

r

Road construction will
start in the next couple
of months along highway 21
& Levander Road, please
be aware of the highway
signs that will be placed.

ERVFD Runs Call Out Report, May 5 - 20,2025

May 5 Fire, Embarrass May 15 Fire, Embarrass
May 5 Fire, Embarrass May 15 Fire, Waasa

May 6 EMS, Embarrass May 15 Fire, Waasa

May 7 EMS, Embarrass May 16 Fire, Embarrass
May 10 Fire, Embarrass May 17 EMS, Embarrass
May 11 Fire, Embarrass May 19 Fire, Wuori

May 14 EMS, Embarrass May 20, Fire, Town of White
May 14 Fire, Waasa May 20, Fire, Town of White

Our Volunteer Fireman have been working many hours during
this dry spring. Make sure you thank them for their service

when you see them!



http://www.apostoliclutheran.org/
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http://www.efreechurch.com/
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Obituaries

Amy Lynn Johnson, 40

Amy Lynn Igo Johnson, 40, of Virginia, passed away
unexpectedly in a car accident on May 5, 2025. A celebration
of life was held on May 16 at Range Funeral Home, followed by
a gathering at the Virginia Elks Club.

Amy was born on Aug. 18, 1984, and raised in Virginia; she was
a proud Iron Ranger through and through. She brought light,
laughter and love to everyone she met; if you knew her, you
knew that her husband, family, dogs and friends were what
she treasured most on this earth. She was the heart and soul
behind Al’s Truck Repair of Embarrass and a woman

who could out-fish most, out-shoot many, and out-love them
all. Amy was most at peace at the cabin on Lake Vermilion
with Chuck, in the quiet of the woods with her loyal dogs
nearby, or behind the wheel chasing the thrill of the open road
or open water, whether snowmobile racing, duck hunting or
boating. Her dogs weren’t just pets; they were her kids, her
heart. Now, Zella and Bella run beside her once more, free
and forever by her side.

Amy shared the last 17 years of her life with her soulmate and
husband, Chuck Johnson. Their love story was one of first
loves reunited, second chances, and destiny. After
reconnecting, they built a life together rooted in friendship,
laughter, adventure and deep love.

Amy is survived by her beloved husband, Chuck, and their fur
babies, Coalie and Zada; her parents, Mike Igo and his wife
Maude, Janet Swanson and her husband Mike; brothers,

Ryan Igo, Mike Buck and Jerrod Buck; sisters, Sarah Kapella,
Heidi Harfield and Bobbie Jo Cook; nieces, Joey Kapella, Alyvia
Fields and Ryitt Igo; nephews, Chase Kapella, Hayden

Igo and Kyler Tuura; and great-niece, Charlotte Kapella.

Amy is also deeply missed by a large extended family of aunts,
uncles, cousins and countless lifelong friends who were more
like family. She had a rare and beautiful way of turning
connection into kinship, and her circle of love stretches far and
wide.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents, Esther and
Albert Jacobson and Jack and Betty Igo; aunts, Gail Jacobson
and Gloria Jacobson; uncles, Brian Jacobson, Raymond

Lehto and Brian Koupus; soul sister and “Beisimo”, Jeannie
Wilcox; several cousins and friends; and treasured fur babies,
Zella and Bella.

Pearl H. Koskela, 87

Pearl Helen Koskela, 87, of Embarrass, passed away on April 1,
2025, at Essentia Hospital in Virginia. A small celebration of
life will be held at a later date.

Pearl was born on May 7, 1937, to Harry and Esther Windells
in Sebeka. Pearl was married to Harold Butzin and raised her
two sons in Embarrass. She was later married to

Richard Koskela until his death. She remained in Embarrass
until she was hospitalized just before her passing.

Pearl enjoyed playing guitar music and multiple crafts.

Pearl is survived by her sons, Timothy of Granite Falls and
Russell of Embarrass; five grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; five great-great grandchildren; and sisters, Alice
and Martha.

She was preceded in death by her brothers, Clyde and Harvey;
parents; and many beloved family and friends.

Nancy Mae Menelli, 95

Nancy Mae Joki Menelli, a longtime resident of Mt. Iron,
passed away at Waterview Pines in Virginia on Feb. 16, 2025.
A memorial service was held on May 10 at Landmark Funeral
Home in Virginia. Burial was in Calvary Cemetery in Virginia.
Nancy was born in Soudan on Aug.14, 1929, to Samuel and
Mayme Siltala Joki. When Nancy started school, they moved to
Embarrass where she finished school, graduating in

1947. After graduating she moved to Virginia and worked at
the Cluett-Peabody Shirt Factory. She met Lawrence Menelli
and they married in 1949 and moved to Mt. Iron.

She loved games, crosswords, and feeding the birds and
squirrels. She loved flowers and planting, and she especially
loved the lake. Nancy really enjoyed helping Lawrence build a
cabin. This was the time they grew closer to one another.

She loved sports, especially when her grandsons played
baseball. She and Lawrence followed them from Little League
to college ball, attending almost every game. A big honor,
when Cory attended Hibbing Community College, was that
Nancy and Lawrence were voted “Special Guests”. The coaches
and team honored them as the best spectators for the team.
Nancy is survived by her children, JoAnne (Dan) Santelli and
Steven (Gail) Menelli; brother, David (Gayle) Joki; grandsons,
Ray (Lisa) Santelli, Tony and Cory (Amy) Santelli; great-
grandson, Anthony Santelli; and many cousins, nieces and
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Lawrence;
parents, Sam and Mayme Joki; and sister, Elizabeth Joki.

Roadside Cleanup Continues
May 1% through June 17th

Contact the Embarrass Town Hall @ 984-2084
to sign up to clean a specific road and to pick
up garbage bags. Call this same number when
bags are ready to be picked up by the
Maintenance Department.

Thank you in advance for assisting in keeping
Embarrass beautiful!




SISU Heritage Monthly Meeting
April 21, 2025
Present: Jon Salo, Marlin Bjornrud, Tom Sheehan, Bruce
Sweney, Linda Koskela, Jon Kinnunen, Ron Sutton, & Dan Alto
Guests: Jenny Armstrong, Shireen Lee, Paul Knuti, Marti
Kinnunen

The March minutes were reviewed and approved with a
motion by Dan A., second Jon S., MC.

Financial reports were distrusted, reviewed and approved with
a motion by Tom S., second by John K., MC.

Membership — no report (FYI) 103 Annual Meeting of the
Members of the St. Louis County Historical Society, will be held
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 @ 5-7 PM. Free and open to the public
at the Depot Great Hall.

Update on the Seitaniemi House Barn: LHB has bids out to (5)
contractors. A grant is to be proposed to the MN Historical
Society and final version to be completed by November.

Update on he Hanka Homestead: (1) A grant to be proposed
to the MN Historical Society for painting and repairs on the
homestead to be completed by July 1%. (2) Discussed hiring
Ledgerock Landscaping & Excavating LLC. From Babbitt, MN.
to remove the old garage from the property. (3) Brushing along
the roadside, cutting down trees and mowing a field has been
a work in progress led by Bruce S. (4) Bruce suggested for the
SISU Heritage Board to plan a workday at the Hanka
Homestead to remove clean-up from buildings and its
property. Discussion was held; no date was set. Other matters
to consider: Signage to be posted at the Nelimark, Hanka
Homestead, Timber Hall etc.to information. Also, brochures to
be prepared that advertise tours & places of interest to visit
which are on the National Historical Society here in Embarrass.

A motion by Tom S. to purchase a cell phone plan to be used at
the Nelimark for $30 a month, from AT&T. Second Jon S.,MC.

Friday, May 2, a tour group of (54) 4" graders & 7 teachers will
arrive at 10 AM. Students will be divided into three groups; the
Nelimark, Seitaniemi House Barn, Hanka Homestead, and the
Apostolic Lutheran Church. Guides will lead each group,
presenting information on our early Finnish heritage.
Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela.

The next meeting is on the third Monday, May 19, 2025 @
6:30 PM. At the Embarrass Town Hall

Our Mission: “To enhance the Embarrass Region by preserving
& sharing its unique culture, climate, and history.”

At 6 o’clock, before the April SISU Heritage, Inc. meeting a
special guest, Jenny Armstrong, a FINNFEST publication
representative, listened to the concerns of the board about
how best to provide information about advertising tours to the
Embarrass area. Jenny was open to hearing the ideas to
promote the sites which are on the Historical Nation registry in
Embarrass. She is taking this information back to FINNFEST
planning committees. We appreciate the time and distance for
Jenny Armstrong to drive to Embarrass and be here in person.

Sauna Day is Saturday June 7th at Embarrass
Submitted by Ron Sutton

Sisu Heritage has organized another National Sauna Day
celebration and community festival to get the summer of 2025
off and running. National Sauna Day is the first weekend in
June with a full slate of activities planned for Saturday, June
7th at the Nelimark Homestead Museum in Embarrass. Sisu
presents the events of the day with no admission charge. Of
course, donations for restoration projects in our community
are always welcome and the summer’s raffle fundraiser tickets
will go on sale. Sisu will also have a table under the tent
offering memberships, hats, t shirts, books and other products
for sale. The Nelimark Museum will open at 9 and will serve
free coffee an' all day. The artisans have been busy creating
many interesting new crafts and products for the summer
season which began June 1.

Area sauna merchants have been invited to come out with
products and displays for visitors to view. This year there will
be seven sauna displays from Iron Range and Duluth area
merchants set up on the grounds from 9 to 4 pm.

Lamppa’s from Tower will present a display of sauna

stoves. Guests are invited to tour the displays on the grounds
during the day from 9 to 4.

At 11 am to 2 pm a program of live music under the tent will
be available for your listening enjoyment. Several

musicians have been invited to participate. The Sisu Heritage
food stand will be back selling a choice of a pulled pork
sandwich meal or ‘taco in a bag” meal from 11 am on.

The annual boot throwing contest will take place at 12:15 with
a number of prizes to be won for all ages participating. There
will be additional activities for folks to enjoy. The Sweney’s
will be bringing their newest baby goats for the children to pet
and love. Wendy’s goat cheese will be for sale as well.

National Sauna Day activities at the Neli will conclude at 4
pm. Mark Saturday, June 7th on your calendar and come out
to the Nelimark Museum across from Timber Hall on Highway
21 for an enjoyable time to be had by all.

This years’ sponsors of this June 7 special event at the Neli are
the following:

TRAPLINE CONVENIENCE STORE, MEALEY’S SAUNA AND GIFT
SHOP, CC WINGER CONSTRUCTION, EMBARRASS VERMILLION
FEDERAL UNION, FORTUNE BAY CASINO, and LEDGEROCK
LANDSCAPE. Thank you to all!

Soren Burkum




National Sauna Day

9 am to 4 pm ~ Saturday, June 7

Nelimark Homestead ~ Hwy 21 & Salo Rd, Embarrass
FREE admission,

Y

e
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SAUNAS ON DISPLAY AND FOR SALE
SAUNA STOVES & ACCESSORIES

pulled pork meal available ~ baby goats & goat cheese guided
walking tour of log buildings ~ boot-throwing game

Farmstead Artisans Gift Shop & Museum

Live Music: Soren Burkum 11~12:30

Roseanne Omersa 12:30~2

Sponsored by Sisu Heritage and these generous businesses:

Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union ~ Lamppa Manufacturing
CC Winger Construction ~ Mealey’s Gift & Sauna Shop

Ledgerock Landscaping ~ Trapline Convenience Store
Fortune Bay Resort Casino



For more details: 218-984-3012 or www.sisuheritage.org
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What if Volunteers didn’t Volunteer
Submitted by Shireen Lee
If volunteer firefighters did not volunteer, many communities would
face significant challenges in providing emergency response services,
potentially leading to increased injuries, deaths, and higher costs for
taxpayers. The decline in volunteer firefighters has already led to
delayed response times and the possibility of fire departments
having to shut down, leaving communities more vulnerable. Here's a
more detailed look at the consequences.
1. Increased Emergency Response Times
Without volunteer firefighters, communities would rely solely
on paid, professional fire departments, which are often not as
readily available or as numerous in smaller, rural areas. This
could lead to significantly longer response times to fires,
accidents, and other emergencies, potentially allowing
situations to escalate and become more dangerous.
2. Higher Costs
Many volunteer fire departments are funded through local taxes
and donations, which can be more affordable for taxpayers than
a fully paid professional department. If volunteer firefighters
were no longer available, communities would likely need to hire
more professional firefighters, which would require a significant
increase in taxpayer funds to support salaries, benefits, and
other expenses.
3. Potential Closure of Fire Departments
Some smaller towns and rural areas rely heavily on volunteer
firefighters to maintain their fire departments. Without
volunteers, these departments might be forced to close due to a
lack of manpower, leaving communities without any emergency
response services at all.
4. Increased Injuries and Deaths
Delayed response times and a lack of personnel could
significantly increase the risk of injuries and fatalities during
emergencies. For example, a fire that is not quickly contained
could spread to nearby structures, endangering residents and
potentially leading to more casualties.
5. Increased Tax Burden
Even if communities avoid closing fire departments,
transitioning to a primarily paid system would likely result in
increased tax burdens for residents. Salaries, benefits, and
other expenses associated with professional firefighters would
be significantly higher than what is currently spent on volunteer
programs.
In Conclusion
The decline in volunteer firefighters is a serious issue that could
have far-reaching consequences for communities across the
United States. Without volunteers, communities would likely
experience longer response times, higher costs, and potentially
the closure of fire departments, leading to increased risks for
residents and higher tax burdens.

To Volunteer, contact the Embarrass
Region Volunteer Fire Department ]
@ 218 984-2115 or

Embarrassfire@gmail.com

please

2025 EMBARRASS MEMORIAL FOREST MONUMENT
ENGRAVING PROJECT

We are currently accepting names for the Embarrass
Memorial Forest Monuments. If you would like your
name or a family member’s name engraved on one
of the monuments, please call the clerk’s office or fill
out the Memorial Forest Name Form below. If you
have previously contacted the clerk, please confirm
with the clerk once again so no names are
overlooked. Payment must be received by August 1%
as we anticipate the engraving to be completed in
September of 2025.

The cost is $50.00
per name.

MEMORIAL FOREST MONUMENT ENGRAVING LIST

Name
(Please Print)

Address

Please make checks payable to: Embarrass Township
7503 Levander Road
Phone (218) 984-2084 Embarrass, MN 55732

June 2025 Clerks Corner

ritage Park and Campground is officially open.
Welcome back to our caretakers, Roy and Lori
Worsham. Call 410-4645 to make your reservations.

Little League will be starting soon in Embarrass. Stop
by to support the players. Refreshments and grilled
burgers will be available.

Town Hall is a great place to hold your family events.
Call 984-2084 to reserve your date.

Thank you to all of you who were involved with the
Memorial Day Service and to those who attended to
honor those who served.

Have a great month everyone!

Jennnifer Boese

Embarrass Town Clerk
(218)-984-2084
Embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
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Spring Checklist for Septic Tank Maintenance
Submitted by Jaimie Banks

Spring is the perfect time to give your septic system the care and
attention it needs to function efficiently throughout the year. With
the melting snow and increased precipitation, your system can face
challenges that necessitate proactive maintenance. Here are crucial
steps to ensure your system remains in optimal condition.

Inspection and Pumping

Regular inspections are vital for identifying potential issues before
they become significant problems. Schedule a professional
inspection of your septic system to check for any signs of wear,
damage or blockages. A thorough examination typically includes
inspecting the tank, pipes and drainage field.

Pumping your septic tank is essential to prevent overflows and
backups. Generally, septic tanks should be pumped every three to
five years, depending on the size of the tank and the number of
occupants in the household. If it has been a few years or you can’t
remember the last service date, it’s time to call.

This is also a great time to pull out the effluent filter, also known as
the tank outlet filter, and hose it off. Keeping this clean is essential
for proper flowage and helps prevent solid waste from getting into
the drain field. This should be done every 3 months to 1 year,
depending on the household size.

Checking for Leaks

Leaks in your septic system can cause severe damage and lead to
costly repairs. Inspect all visible pipes and connections for signs of
leaks, such as damp spots, unusual odors or water pooling in
unexpected areas. Addressing leaks promptly can prevent
contamination of the surrounding soil and water sources.

Maintaining the Drain Field

The drain field is an integral part of your septic system, where
wastewater is filtered and treated by the soil. Keep the drain clean
and clear to ensure proper function. Avoid planting trees or shrubs
near the drain field as their roots can infiltrate and damage the
pipes. Shallow-rooted plants like grass and small perennials are safe
choices.

In spring, the ground may be saturated with water, which can impact
the drain field’s efficiency. Monitor the area for signs of poor
drainage, such as unusually lush grass or standing water. If you
notice these issues, consult a professional to assess the situation and
recommend appropriate measures.

Water Conservation

Efficient water usage can significantly reduce the strain on your
septic system. Implement water-saving practices such as fixing leaky
faucets, using low-flow fixtures and spreading out laundry loads
throughout the week. By reducing the amount of wastewater
entering the system, you can extend its lifespan and minimize the
risk of overloading.

Spring often brings an increase in outdoor activities, including
gardening and lawn care. Be mindful of your water usage during
these activities, as excess water can overwhelm the septic system
and lead to malfunctions.

Avoiding Harmful Chemicals

Certain chemicals can disrupt the balance of bacteria in your septic
tank, hindering the breakdown of waste and potentially causing
blockages. Avoid using harsh chemical cleaners, solvents and

antibacterial products that can harm the beneficial bacteria in your
system. Opt for septic-safe alternatives whenever possible.

Properly dispose of hazardous materials such as paint, motor oil and
pesticides by taking them to designated disposal facilities. Never
pour these substances down the drain, as they can cause significant
damage to your septic system and the environment.

Preparing for Heavy Rain

Spring often brings heavy rain and flooding, which can impact your
septic system’s performance. Prepare for these conditions by
ensuring your gutters and downspouts direct water away from the
drain field. Install a rainwater diversion system if necessary to
prevent excess water from saturating the area. If your property is
prone to flooding, consider installing a sump pump that

can help protect your septic system from damage caused by standing
water.

Conclusion

Springtime maintenance for your septic system is crucial for its long-
term health and efficiency. By following these essential tips, you can
prevent costly repairs, protect the environment and ensure your
system operates smoothly. Regular inspections, timely pumping,
water conservation and responsible usage are key components of a
comprehensive maintenance plan. Take proactive steps this spring to
safeguard your septic systema and enjoy a worry-free year ahead.

Wood ticks are out.
. Protect your pets!
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Farmers Market

Embarrass Visitor Center

4 ~Aa
A

T

At the intersection of Hwys 135 and 21

Fridays
July 11t 18th, 25t
August 1=, 81", 15% 2209 5o

September 5™, 12t
3PM-5PM

Locally grown produce, baked goods, canned
goods, Floral arrangements, wood products,
handmade gifts, jewelry, and local art.

Look for new vendors!

For a table contact Nicole Schroeder 218-290-1479

|




BUYING OR SELLING A
PROPERTY? 4%

U
BUYING - SELLING - LAKESHORE - RECREATIONAL - COMMERCIAL

Julia helped us buy our lake home. She made the
experience so easy and stress free. She is quick to respond,
professional and very knowledgeable. We recommend Julia

whole-heartedly! ARdrdrd

* Free property valuation and marketing plans
* Drone, video and 3D virtual tours

» Dedicated team of realtors

Ju&a Maki

REALTOR-BROKER-OWNER

julia@bicrealty.com
218-780-0315
www.bicrealty.com
www.juliamaki.net

- zUp
'NORTH
 REALTY'

Making DREAMS a REALITY!

Looking to buy or sell in
Minnesota?

Trust the experts al z'Up North
Realty! With over 9o years of
combined real estate experience,
our dedicated agents know how
to find your perfect property or
get tlop dollar for your sale.

Let us guide you home--z'Up m @
North Realty. where experience o Ml's':..:_—.
meels results!

Ely (218) 365-8822 | Babbitt (218) 827-2288 | Aurora (218) 220-8888
Tower (218) 606-2008 | Virginia (218) 288-5028
infoazupnorth.com | www.zupnorth.com

Heather's Home Goods

Embarrass, Minnesota

Q

Facebook: @heathershomegoodsembarrassmn

Organic Chicken Eggs, Jams, Jellies,
Pickles, Salsa, Seasonal Produce, Microwave
Bowl Cozies, Rice Packs, Baby Items, & More,

Heather Mahoney (218) 235-8917
heathershomegoods@outlook.com

See you at the Embarrass Region Fair!




Trapline Convenience Store

4897 Hwy 21 - - - 218-984-2962
Monday Saturday 8am-10 pm, Sunday 11 am-6 pm

GROCERIES:
Milk,Eggs

Bread, Butter

(PSS
I - Italian Bakery

---lots more!

SNACKS:
Pop, Juice
Energy Drinks
Candy, Chips

READY TO GO:
Sandwiches
Ice
Coffee

Trapline Liquor
4897 Hwy 21
218-984-BYOB (2962)

traplineliquor@outlook.com

Pov’t limit happy to an hour

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm
Sunday 11 am—6 pm

| 5\
'y
Come see us for your
Celebration Needs!

ATM
Lottery OTHER:
Cigarettes Cleaning Supplies
Tobacco Products Baking/Cooking
DNR Licenses Items
Landfill Cards Toilet Paper
Misc Personal
FROZEN ITEMS: Care
Ice Cream Some Auto Fluids
Pizzas

/ Alterations & Creations \

| can fix just about anything. Most
sewing fixes take little time, so come
by and have a cup of coffee while I fix
it or just drop it off and I'll have it
returned to you quickly.

My Prices are redsonable!
Costumes, Dresses, Formals &
Quilts Made to order! Call me
for all your sewing needs.

Please contact me if you are

interested in leo\rning how to sew!
Robin Laulunen/218 404-9488




DaN EHMaN

LLaNdScapiNg

Delivering professional landscape services to
Embarrass and surrounding areas. 50+ years of
experience.

danehmanlandscaping.com
danehmanlandscaping@gmail.com

e Sodding

e Grading

e Bobcat Work

e Custom Landscape
Dan Ehman
612 222-4779

From the Editor

We at the FLYING FINN strive to represent
Embarrass and the surrounding areas. Please
contact me, not the township clerk, to submit
articles, advertisements, community notices,

Embarrass Transfer Station

[ 2]

POSTAL NEWS

; UNITED STATES
I 7530 Koski Rd R L el P R )
‘ \““‘I Embarrass, MN .- " p POSTAL SERVICE
| { .
Embarrass MN Post Office

Hours of Operation 4878 Hwy 218-984-3027

Thursday Pickup/Retail Hours:
10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 7:00am-11:00am
Saturday Saturday 7:00am-9:00am

Lobby is open 24 hours for those with post office
boxes at this location

12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m

letters to the editor, photos. artwork, etc or if you

have concerns or suggestions for the newsletter
please contact me via email at this address:
flyingfinneditor@gmail.com
Include your name, phone number and email
address. Photos or other materials will be
returned, if necessary, please be sure to let me
know. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right
to publish or not publish any letter to the editor or
other submitted materials. | must receive all
submissions for the newsletter no later than the
20% of each month.

Advertise Your Business Here
% Page =$10 % Page = $20
Full Page = $40
To place an ad in the Flying Finn Monthly Newsletter, write to:
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd Embarrass MN 55732

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
or contact the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984- 2084

The Flying Finn welcomes any and all announcements
regarding community events or groups. All items submitted
must be approved by the Town of Embarrass governing
board. Neither the Town of Embarrass nor the Flying Finn
necessarily endorse the viewpoints or ideology of these
groups or their events. The Town of Embarrass reserves the
right to publish or not publish any or all letters to the editor
including submitted materials.

\-----_,

’/ Flying Finn Subscription Renewal and/or Gift Subscription - $22/Year

I Initial Subscription I:l Renewal Subscription I:l Gift Subscription I:l

I Name/address of person to receive the newsletter

I Check this box if you

I would like to be notified

I when the gift subscription

I has expired.

I Name of Gift Giver

| Please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to

\ 7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 55732
\---------------------------------_,



mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
mailto:finneditor@gmail.com

Bells Across America
Submitted by Shireen Lee

The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation asked communities, fire
service organizations and religious organizations to help us honor our
fallen firefighters by participating in Bells Across America for Fallen
Firefighters on May 3-4, 2025. The Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire
Department and Hope Lutheran Church took the challenge and bells
were rung and heard in Embarrass on Sunday, May 4th.

Captain Matthew
Warren of the ERVFD
presented a brief
explanation behind
the Bells Across
America to the
congregation at Hope
Lutheran Church

The sound of a bell holds special significance for firefighters.

Long before there were telephones and radios in use in America, fire
departments utilized the telegraph to receive fire alarms. The toll of
a bell summoned members to the station, signaled the beginning of
a shift, notified departments of a call for help and indicated a call
Corrine Winger and was completed and that the unit had returned to the station. When
a firefighter died in the line of duty, the Fire Alarm Office, the
forerunner of today’s computerized Fire Communications Centers,

Daniel Hartline
proudly rang the

would “tap out” a special signal, “Five-Five-Five” over the telegraph
bells at the Hope fire alarm circuits which went to all station houses. Done for the
Lutheran Church purpose of notification and as a sign of honor and respect, such
uniting with Bells symbolism has been a long-honored fire service tradition which
Across America continues in some cities today.
SOUND OFF OF SIRENS

Submitted by Shireen Lee

On the first Sunday in May at noon local time Fire Chief Eric Garman sounded off our fire sirens for 30 seconds followed by a
minute’s silence in memory of, and respect for, all firefighters who have been lost in the line of duty or passed on before us as
well as current firefighters serving their communities.

The “sound off” is a global event where sirens are sounded simultaneously at noon on the first
Sunday in May, International Firefighter Day. Often communities remember human sacrifice through
observing a minute’s silence. For International Firefighters’ Day in 2002 the inaugural “Sound Off”
was conducted to reflect on the commitment and sacrifices of firefighters’ worldwide in a truly
poignant manner for emergency service workers. Due to the amazing support of the Sound Off in
2002, there is now an annual Sound Off on the first Sunday of every May.

As Chief Garman thoughtfully reminded us, fireman are not only firefighters, they
are builders and legacy makers and he proudly read the names of the original men
whose vision dreamt and built the existing Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire
Department 65 years ago in May of 1960. Those 26 visionary charter members that
led us to where we are today were:

Alvin Lamppa Edwin Takkala Leo Pullar
Arnold Lee Elmer Koski Leonard Niemi
Art Lamppa Ernest Lamppa Robert Lehto

Art Raudio Eugene Pattela Ronald Koski
Arthur Heikkala Floyd Saranppa Waino Wiital
Arvid Rantala George Gallup Warner Beckman
Bruno Nikula Jack Makkyla Wendell Wilson
Carl Milbridge Jake Makela Wilho Porspakka
Delmer Schroeder Leo Hannula

Their legacy to us 65 years later remains the Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire
Department. May we always remember them and the legacy they left us.



