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February 17th                 
                                                  

Embarrass Town Board Meeting 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.  
Items must be submitted by February 20th for the March Flying Finn. 



 



Clerk’s Corner 

The Town Board will be meeting every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month. Any additional meetings 
or rescheduled meetings will be posted.   

The 2025 Annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
March 11th @ 7 p.m.  

The office will be closed February 17h in honor of 
Presidents Day.  

Jennifer Boese 
Embarrass Town Clerk 
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7 8 

9 10 11 12 

Embarrass 
Township 

Board Meeting 

13 

Conversational 
Finn 1-3pm
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9am-4pm 
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Ladies 
Coffee 

Ladies 
Coffee 

Ladies 
Coffee 

Ladies 
Coffee 
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 Timber Hall Event Center                                                                              4855 Hwy 21 – Embarrass MN  

  
  

Indoor 

walking is 

back!  

Monday and Wednesday night from 5:30 – 7pm  

Pancake Breakfast 

  

Saturday, February 1st   
Serving 8 to 11 am  

  
Join us for all-you-can-eat pancakes, choice of ham or 
sausage links, fruit cup, juice, and a bottomless cup of 

coffee.   
  

Adults $7, children (6-10 years) $4, 5 and 
under are FREE.  

  

Puxatony Puzzle  
Competition  

Sunday February 2nd at 1pm  
  

Come out of hibernation and join us for some fun, great 
conversation, and  

a 500-piece puzzle! Bring your favorite beverage and snacks 
to share!  

  

Pre-registration is Required  
$10/person or $40/team of 4  
Contact Sue at 218-750-2718  

ERFA Annual Meeting  

February 13th 2025  
  

Review 2025 Goals and Strategic Plan  
Review 2025 Financials  

Discuss Renovation Project Progress   

Pancake Breakfast 
  

Saturday, March 1st   
Serving 8 to 11 am  

  
Join us for all-you-can-eat pancakes, choice of ham or 
sausage links, fruit cup, juice, and a bottomless cup of 

coffee.   
  

Adults $7, children (6-10 years) $4, 5 and under 
are FREE.  

   
  

Saturday, March 1st Sign up at:  
www.mbcherohub.club/donor/ 

schedules/drive_schedule/74150  
  

For questions, please contact Bonnie Overton by 
phone at (218) 780-3058 or by email at 

bonnie_overton@yahoo.com  
 

 Interested in planning or collaborating on events? Email info@embarrassrfa.org to get involved!    

For the latest meeting minutes, visit our website at www.embarrassrfa.org/about  

    

  

http://www.embarrassrfa.org/about
http://www.embarrassrfa.org/about
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What if no one came? 
As your entire Life's worth 

Goes up in flames. 
 

What if no one came? 
As minutes seem Like hours 

Your Loved one grasping at Life 
 

What if no one came? 
As you lay pinned in a car wreck 

Dazed, injured and confused 

 
What if no one came? 

As someone had nowhere to turn 
Alone in the darkness of despair 

 
What if no one came? 

As mother Nature's fury displayed 
Cut off from the essentials 

 
What if no one came? 

To answer co cry for help 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year 

 
What if no one came? 

Because it's too difficult 
Because the pay is so dismal 

Because it cost too much 
 

Too much time 
Too much commitment 

Too much accountability 
Too much family Life 

 
What if no one came? 
What would you do? 

 
PLEASE CONSIDER 

BEING A VOLUNTEER 
FOR THE EMBARRASS REGION 

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW! 
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Town of Embarrass 
Reorganizational & Regular Meeting 

January 8, 2025 
PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

 
 

Present: Jack LaMar, Eric Garman, Mary Novak, Jennifer 
Boese 
Visitors: Gene Wright 
 

Meeting called to order by LaMar at 6:03 p.m. with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Keep the regular board meeting schedule as is currently on 
the second Wednesday of the month. LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0. 
 

Motion to approve December 2024 minutes. Garman/LaMar 
Carried 2-0.  
 

Table selecting the board Chair and Vice Chair until all board 
supervisors are present. 
 

Garman and Boese gave Oath of Office. Clerk notes: Lee 
gave Oath at office at later date. 
 

Compensation for Township Position 
Board Chair remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0.  
Board Supervisor remain the same LaMar/Garman Carried 
2-0. 
Treasurer remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0 
Clerk remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0 
Deputy Clerk remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0 
Cemetery Sexton TABLED 
Campground Caretaker remains the same LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0 
Lead Maintenance TABLED 
Maintenance TABLED 
Summer Hire TABLED 
Board Training remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0 
Treasure Training remains the same LaMar/Garman Carried 
2-0 
Clerk Training remain the same LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0 
Deputy Clerk Training remain the same LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0 
Extra Board Meeting remains the same LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0 
Flying Finn Editor remain the same LaMar/Garman Carried 
2-0 
  

TABLED road and maintenance supervisor positions. 
 

Motion to keep Timber Jay and add Mesabi Daily News as a 
back up for official publishing newspapers. LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0.  
Motion to accept posting places in town as Post Office, 
Trapline, Credit Union and Town Hall. Garman/LaMar 
Carried 2-0. 
 

Motion to keep designated financial institutions as EVFCU 
and Northern State Bank. Garman/LaMar Carried 2-0. 
 

TABLED rates. 
 
Motion for the 2025 Ice Candle Celebration to be held on 
December 13, 2025. LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0. 
 

Code of Ethics and Open Meeting Law Policies were given to 
all.  
Upcoming dates for training opportunities were given to all.  
 

Maintenance Report given by Garman.  Report on file.  
Garman also comments on the Ice Candle Celebration and 
gives hats off to all who were involved with the celebration. 
Great job done by all.  
Motion to have Garman send out for bids for contractors for 
services and suppliers. 
LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0. 
 

TABLED topics- Long term equipment needs and developed 
strategy to acquire, Township mission and vision plan. 
 

Motion to approve Lee up to $300 for Winter Fest items on 
January 18th. LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0. 
 

Motion to approve the Embarrass Fair Association Beer sales 
temporary license. LaMar/Garman Carried 2-0. Clerk signs 
and sent back to association.  
 

Motion to approve the Treasurers Report. LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0. 
 

Claims and Correspondence approved. LaMar/Garman 
Carried 2-0. 
 

Adjourn at 8:11 p.m. by LaMar. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk 

 
 

Waasa Township Seeks Cemetery Sextant 
 

There are no set hours.  Number of hours are as needed & will vary 
 

Duties:  Perform minor cemetery maintenance.  Report status of greater maintenance needs to the town board.  Serve as 

township representative in sale of cemetery lots.  Meet with the families and funeral director regarding burials.  Record and file 

necessary forms associated with burials.  Serve as township representative in sale of cemetery lots.  Meet with the families and 

funeral director regarding burials.  Record and file necessary forms associated with burials. 

For more information, please call (218) 290-9290 
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Advertise Your Business Here 
¼  Page = $10  ½  Page = $20  Full Page = $40 
To place an ad in the Flying Finn Monthly Newsletter, write to: 

The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd Embarrass MN 55732 
 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or contact the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984- 2084 

 

The Flying Finn welcomes any and all announcements regarding 
community events or groups.  All items submitted must be 
approved by the Town of Embarrass governing board.  Neither 
the Town of Embarrass nor the Flying Finn necessarily endorse 
the viewpoints or ideology of these groups or their events.  The 
Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish 
any or all letters to the editor including submitted materials. 
 

 

From the Editor 
We at the FLYING FINN strive to represent Embarrass and the 
surrounding areas.  To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos. artwork, etc or if you have 
concerns or suggestions for the newsletter please contact me via 
email at this address:  

flyingfinneditor@gmail.com 
Please include your name, phone number and email address.  
Photos or other materials will be returned, if necessary, please be 
sure to let me know.  The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to 
publish or not publish any letter to the editor or other submitted 
materials.  I must receive all submissions for the newsletter no 
later than the 20th of each month.   
 

Terri 
Flying Finn Editor 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

ERVFD February 2025 Runs 

Jan 2  EMS, Babbitt 

Jan 5  Fire, Embarrass 

Jan 9  Fire, Tower 

Jan 18  Fire, Babbitt 

Jan 19  Fire, Babbitt 

mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
mailto:finneditor@gmail.com
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Pike Apostolic Lutheran Church 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

 
Services at 10:30am 

 
Communion – First Sundays 

Evangelical Free Church 
5606 E Taylor Rd 

Embarrass, MN 55732 
218-984-3402 

www.efreechurch.com 
marlinb@efreechurch.com 

 

Sunday 
Bible classes   9am 
Worship Service  10am 

 

Monday 
 Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm  
   

Wednesday  
Women's Bible study     9am 
Kids on the Rock  4pm 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry  6:30pm 
 

Thursday 
 Community Coffee & Conversation  9-11am 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, February 2 

Teen Challenge Choir Concert, Babbitt Auditorium 
5:30pm 
 

Sunday, February 16 
 Ministries Team Meetings @ 11:30am 
 

Saturday, Feb 22 
Men's Breakfast @ 8am 
 

Sunday Messages 
  Feb 2 "Who Can Be Saved?" 
  Feb 9 "Safe in His Hand" 

Feb 16 "To Him Be Glory in Our Marriage" 
Feb 23 "Jehovah Jirah" 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flying Finn Subscription Renewal and/or Gift Subscription 
 

     Initial Subscription  Renewal Subscription   Gift Subscription 
 

Name/address of person to receive the newsletter 

 
 
 
 

Name of Gift Giver 
 

Please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN  55732 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America 
 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass 
218 984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Christina Forsythe 
 

Office Hours:  Saturday 11am – 3pm 
 

Sunday School Begins at 9am 
 

Services begin at 10:30am 
 

Check this box if you 
would like to be notified 
when the gift subscription 
has expired. 

http://www.apostoliclutheran.org/
http://www.efreechurch.com/
mailto:marlinb@efreechurch.com
mailto:hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com
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Obituaries 
 
 
Patricia Schmid, 76  
Patricia " Patti Lou" Schmid, 76, of Embarrass, was received in 
God's arms on Jan. 4, 2025, at Essentia Hospital in Duluth 
surrounded by her loving family. The family would like to 
thank Dr. Friday, Dr. Rich and Katti for all their support of the 
family during Pat’s courageous battle. A memorial service was 
held on Jan. 17 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Virginia. 
Pastor Zachary Klump officiated.  
Pat was born on July 21, 1948, in Soudan, the daughter of 
John and Angela Vesel Akins. She met the love of her life, 
David Schmid, in Tower, where they were married on May 
14,1966. They built a beautiful life together in Embarrass over 
the past 47 years. She was the proud owner of Pat’s Hair until 
her passing. 
Pat was a devoted, energetic, loving and witty wife of 58 
years. Spending time with the two of them you were 
guaranteed to see laughing, spouting, and a whole lot of love. 
Without too much complaining, she attended more car shows 
and stock car races than any wife in history.  
She was a mother who loved lavishly with her children in the 
good times and hurt deeply with them in the tough times. 
There were not many days that she wasn’t on the phone with 
each of them. 
She was a grandmother who lacked no excitement each and 
every time a granddaughter walked in the door. She never 
missed one of their events, shared her love of cooking with 
them, loved to travel with them, and was not afraid to rock 
out at a concert with them. She truly let them feel like she 
loved them more than life itself.  
Pat was generous with her time and talents. She defined what 
it means to be a hard worker. For 45 years, customers sat in 
her beauty shop chair, and she whole-heartedly cared and 
listened. Pat, Tandy and Norville spent many years catering to 
raise funds for a new church kitchen and needs at Camp 
Siegel. She spent over 10 years cooking and organizing the 
Sand Lake Shuffle cancer walk. She also spent many years on 
the credit union board; and found the time to help with 
groceries or meals with her elderly customers in need. 
She was known for her ability to not just cook but cook well. 
Whether it was for 300 people or just her and Dave, she 
created meals that were “To die for,” her coined phrase.  
Pat had many hobbies and joys. Even though she always had 
beautiful nails and was known to bring a curling iron camping, 
she could bait a hook, clean a fish, or dig in the dirt in her 
garden like no one else. She loved growing vegetables and 
flowers and decorating her beautiful yard. She was infamous 
for her big pots of booyah. She dabbled in theatre with her 
church friends. She never passed up a garage sale. She had 
the time of her life with her Florida gang for January and 
February in Panama Beach. Mostly, she loved to laugh, never 

passed up an opportunity for adventures with family and 
friends and always looked for ways to have fun in life. A life of 
76 years that was well lived. 
She is survived by her devoted husband, Dave of Embarrass; 
children, Trina Townsend (fiancé Richard Holtz) of Milton, 
Wis., Susan (Don) Kline of Pine City and Tom (Darcie) Schmid 
of Embarrass; the lights of her life, her loving granddaughters, 
Lindsey (Jared) Jackson, Sam Schmid, Angela (Matt) Ewald, 
Jessica (Jacob fiancé) Schmid, Taylor (special friend Alex) Kline 
and Grace Townsend; very special great- grandson, Anthony; 
siblings, John (Leslie) Akins, Stella Soraparu and Fred (Terri) 
Akins, all of Washington, and Kathy (Gary) Salmela of 
Soudan; brother-in-law, Jim (Mary) Maki of Winton; sisters-in-
law, Jean Loushin, Becky (Steve) Coy, Barb (Jon) Christofferson 
and Lizbeth (Steve) Smith; many nieces and nephews, cousins, 
extended family and friends.   
She was preceded in death by her parents, John and Angela; 
siblings, Jim Akins and Mary Maki; in-laws, Wendell and Carol 
Schmid; and brothers-in-law, Jim Loushin and Duane Kallio. 

 
Lawrence Thompson, 78  
Lawrence “Larry” Thompson, 78, passed away peacefully in 
his home in Babbitt on Jan. 6, 2025. A celebration of life was 
held on Jan. 25 at the HideAway Supper Club in Babbitt. 
Larry was born on Aug. 26, 1946, in Ely. He was raised in 
Waasa Township and graduated from Embarrass High School. 
As a teen, Larry was athletic and part of the famous Flying 
Finns track team. 
Larry’s career was in the construction industry where he was a 
heavy equipment operator and belonged to the International 
Union of Operating Engineers, Local 49. His career path took 
him to many corners of the country from Florida to Alaska as 
well as here in his home state of Minnesota, touching many 
lives in the process. 
Always the adventurer, after retirement Larry traveled 
extensively, often with his close friend Arlyn Raati. He was an 
avid sportsman. His knowledge of firearms, fishing and 
camping was unmatched. 
He enjoyed spending time with family, friends and neighbors 
and always had a story or tale to captivate his audience with. 
In the past few years, it was getting harder for Larry to get 
around, but he would wake every morning with his motto, 
“Life is good. I opened my eyes again.” 
We are saddened that this past month those eyes didn’t open, 
but a good, full, exciting life was lived. 
Larry is survived by his daughter, Barbara Thompson; son, 
Corey Thompson; grandson, Michael Frost; sister, Norma 
Heikkila; and many nieces and nephews with whom he shared 
a special bond. 
He was preceded in death by his mother, Alice Haapala 
Thompson; father, William “Bill” Thompson; brother, Kenneth 
Thompson; sister-in-law, Marilyn Thompson; granddaughter, 
Amber Lynn Spoke; beloved dog Rosie and cat Pumpkin, and 
Juliet, his princess. 
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There will be a 
Celebration of Life 
for Thomas Martin 

on Saturday, 
February 1st at 2pm 

at the Embarrass 
Timberhall. 

Arrowhead Bookmobile 
 

The Bookmobile offers print books, Cookbooks, 
large print books, DVDs, audiobooks and video 
games. For further information on the 
Bookmobile or 
Mail-A- Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 
55768, 218-741-3840, see us on Facebook or 
check our web site at www.alslib.info. 

 
 

Thomas J. Martin, 68 
Thomas Joseph Martin, 68, longtime resident of Embarrass, 
passed away on Dec. 28, 2024, at Essentia Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Duluth after a courageous battle with cancer. A 
memorial service will take place at a later date. Please check 
the Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire Department website for 
details.  
  
Tom was born on Oct. 20, 1956, to Earl and Pauline Martin in 
Chicago, Ill. He grew up on the southwest side of Chicago. Tom 
was a master of many trades, working on vintage cars, skilled 
in construction, remodeling and repairing anything 
mechanical. His artistic side included photography, usually 
focusing on nature. He mastered the art of pointillism, which 
is the drawing style of using tiny distinct dots to create an 
image. He used this style to create a series of nature 
artworks.  
Tom was a true adventurer, bicycling throughout Illinois. His 
adventurous streak led him to Embarrass, where he settled 
into a log cabin. In Embarrass, he continued his passion for 
dog sledding, equipping himself with a full dog sled team. Tom 
also raised llamas. Tom joined the Embarrass Region 
Volunteer Fire Department where he enjoyed serving the 
community. He eventually became the Fire Chief, a position he 
was very proud to hold.  
Tom is survived by his mother, Pauline; brother, Ken (Rita); 
sister, Sandy (Al); and three nephews.  
 

 

 
Betty Ann Grunwald, 84  
Betty Ann Grunwald, 84, longtime resident of Embarrass, died 
on Dec. 24, 2024, at Essentia Health Northern Pines Care 
Center in Aurora. A celebration of life was held on Jan. 4, 
2025, at the Embarrass Town Hall.  Betty Ann was born on 
April 15, 1940, to Leslie and Marvel Rusk Jewett. She was 
united in marriage to Marlyn R. Grunwald on April 19, 1957, in 
Pipestone. She was a member of Hope Lutheran Church in 
Embarrass. 
Betty Ann is survived by her son, Terry Grunwald; daughter, 
Deb Grunwald; son, Dale Grunwald; grandchildren, Jason 
(Kayla) Holm, Heather (Eric) Pulkinen, Meagan (Jesse) 
Ciolkosz, Aaron Guski, Daniel Grunwald, Alea Hendricks, Laura 
Beth Hansen and Trisha Neuromberg; and eight great-
grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Marlyn 
R. Grunwald; and brother-in-law, Larry Grunwald 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

http://www.alslib.info/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Valentines_Candy.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
mailto:hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com
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Alterations & Creations 
I can fix just about anything.  Most 
sewing fixes take little time, so come 

by and have a cup of coffee while I fix 
it or just drop it off and I’ll have it 

returned to you quickly. 

 
 

My Prices are reasonable! 
Costumes, Dresses, Formals & Quilts Made to 
order!  Call me for all your sewing needs. 

 
Please contact me if you are interested in 

learning how to sew! 
Robin Laulunen/218 404-9488 
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DEC.  

2024  

JAN.  

2025  

    Dec. 19  

-13/12  

  

Dec. 20  

-6/19 sn 
.50” pc 

.02”  

Dec. 21  

-22/9  

  

Dec. 22  

-3/16  

  

Dec. 23  

7/25  

  

  

Dec. 24  

6/25  

  

  

Dec. 25  

14/24  

  

  

Dec. 26  

24/28  

  

  

Dec. 27  

25/34  

Dec. 28  

34/38  

  

pc .33”  

Dec. 29  

23/38  

  

Dec. 30  

24/38  

  

Dec. 31  

N/A  

  

Jan. 1  

13/25 sn 
.30” pc .12”  

Jan. 2  

5/25 trace sn 
trace pc  

Jan. 3  

1/13 trace sn 
trace pc  

Jan. 4  

-15/3  

  

Jan. 5  

-14/1  

  

  

Jan. 6  

-17/9  

  

  

Jan. 7  

-19/13  

Jan. 8  

-13/10  

  

Jan. 9  

2/15  

  

Jan. 10  

2/23 sn 
1.50” pc .08”  

Jan. 11  

2/23 sn .40” 
trace pc  

Jan. 12  

10/16 sn 
2.50” pc .23”  

Jan. 13  

-14/15 sn .50” 
pc .03”  

Jan. 14  

-16/-3 trace 
sn trace pc  

Jan. 15  

-20/4  

Jan. 16  

-7/30 snow 1” 
pc .05”  

Jan. 17  

22/31  

  

Jan. 18  

N/A  

  

  

Jan. 19  

-27/-4  

  

Jan. 20  

-38/-11  

Jan. 21  

-39/-16  

  

        

  

2024  Jan. 1  

14/18 sn 
.30” pc .02”  

Jan. 2  

15/27 trace 
sn trace pc  

Jan. 3  

21/29 sn 
.50” pc .01”  

Jan. 4  

-3/21 trace sn 
trace pc  

Jan. 5  

10/18 trace 
sn trace pc  

Jan. 6  

18/28 sn 
2.40” pc 

.25”  

Jan. 7  

14/31 snow 1” 
pc .09”  

Jan. 8  

-8/15  

  

Jan. 9  

6/21 snow 1” 
pc .08”  

Jan. 10  

19/22 trace 
sn trace pc  

Jan. 11  

21/26 snow 
3” pc .17”  

Jan. 12  

-1/24 sn 
2.70” pc .10”  

Jan. 13  

-6/12  

  

Jan. 14  

-12/-1  

  

Jan. 15  

-18/-1  

  

  

Jan. 16  

-19/-6 sn 
.10” pc .02”  

Jan. 17  

-15/-2 sn 
.10” pc .03”  

Jan. 18  

-24/3  

  

Jan. 19  

-25/1 trace sn 
trace pc  

Jan. 20  

-25/1  

  

Jan. 21  

-25/10  

  

Jan. 22  

9/20 sn 
.20” pc .04”  

Jan. 23  

16/23 sn 
.30” pc .02”  

Jan. 24  

20/29  

  

Jan. 25  

27/33 sn 
.10” pc .02”  

Jan. 26  

29/32  

  

trace pc  

Jan. 27  

28/34  

  

Jan. 28  

25/30  

  

Jan. 29  

26/39  

  

Jan. 30  

29/36  

  

Jan. 31  

29/36  

      

  


