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Embarrass Region Fair 
August 25th -27th

Township Board Meeting
August 9, 2023 @ 6 p.m.

All items for the September Flying Finn 
must be submitted by August 20th.
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August 2023 Events 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 

Emb Market 
9am-4pm 

6 7 
Garden Club 
7pm 

Board Meeting 
6pm

8 
Ladies Coffee 
10am-11am 

9 10 
Clerk Office 
Closed 

Fair Ass Meet 
6:30pm 

11 12 

13 14 15 
Ladies Coffee 
10am-11am 

16 17 
Conversational 
Finn 
1pm-2:30pm 

Fair Comm Meet 
6:30pm 

18 19 

20 21 

Clerk Office 
Closed

22 

Ladies Coffee 
10am-11am 

23 

Stitch ‘n Chat 
9am-4pm 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 
Ladies Coffee 
10am-11am 

30 31 
Conversational 
Finn 
1pm-2:303pm 

Board Mtg. 
6 p.m.

Hall 
Rental

Emb Region 
Fair

Emb Region
Fair

Emb Region 
Fair





Maintenance Position Available 
Embarrass Township is looking for a PART 
TIME/PERMANENT MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEE.  
Applications can be picked up or contact the 
Township Clerk to request one be emailed to you.    
Applications and your resume must be received by 
noon on August 1st to be considered for an interview. 

Contact Jennifer, the Township Clerk at 218 984-2084 
or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net for 
applications or if you have any questions. 

Town of Embarrass Board Meeting 
July 12, 2023 

PENDING BOARD APROVAL 

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Mary Novak, Jennifer Boese / Absent: Alyssa Hammond 

Visitors: Paul Knuti, Zane Beaton, Tana Johnson, Roland Fowler, Lori Worsham 

The meeting was called to order by LaMar at 6:04 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion: Lamar/Second: Lee to approve the June minutes with correction, “due to clerical error” in the motion made for treasurer’s 
report. Carried 2-0. 

Treasurers Reports is not ready to be approved until the State Auditor is done working on the clerical errors. LaMar explains 
clerical errors were found with entering automatic disbursements into the accounting system (CTAS) and State Auditor’s Office 
has been contacted and in touch with the Treasurer and Clerk to help with entering and correcting the errors. 

Public: Tana Johnson is requesting a letter of support from the township board in support of grant applications for the Timber 
Hall. Letter reviewed by board with support for more funding to be applied for but was asked of Tana to individually name the 
grantee on the letters before approved for signatures by the board. Lee questions the possibility of jointly applying for grants. 

Campground Host, Lori Worsham, reports the campground is doing well but it is little than usual for this time. Firewood has been 
cut by Worsham and her husband. The Embarrass Fair weekend is booked, and the overflow area will be used for additional 
camping sites. Sites will be $10 a night in the overflow area. 

Lee reports the roads are in good condition. 

Maintenance permanent position was discussed. Motion: Lee/Second: Lamar to post for one week for the part time permanent 
position. Carried 2-0. 

Lee announces that the Minnesota Association of Townships District Meeting \will be held on August 24th, at Iron Trail Motors 
Event Center in Virginia. (District 10) 

Lee shows the three Embarrass logo samples that were created by the designer. Discussion was had on designs and thoughts of 
having a vote on choosing one of the logos. Logo topic tabled until next August meeting. 

Cemetery Committee update was given by LaMar. Meeting plans are in the works as there are five members now joined. 
Priorities, how to move forward, cemetery roadway and more are some of the ideas to be worked on by the committee. All ideas 
will be brought to the attention of the Township Board. 

Snowplowing the Timber Hall was questioned. The clerk provides the correspondence received by the attorney. *See attached. 
Supervisors agree it is not in the best interest to plow at the Timber Hall. 

Motion: Lamar/Second: Lee to accept the claims and correspondence. Carried 2-0. 

Meeting adjourned by LaMar at 7:55 p.m 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Boese 

 

Town of Embarrass 
Special Meeting Notice 
August 1, 2023 @ 6 pm 

 Interviews for maintenance
position

 Hiring discussion of
maintenance employee

 Potential bid for boulder
placement at Visitor Center

mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net


Dan Ehman Landscaping 

danehmanlandscaping.com 
danehmanlandscaping@gmail.com 

● Sodding
● Grading
● Bobcat Work
● Custom Landscape

Dan Ehman 
612 222-4779 

Delivering professional landscape services to 

Embarrass and surrounding areas.  50+ years of 

experience.   

To place an ad, write to: 

The Flying Finn 
7503 Levander Rd 
Embarrass, MN  55732 

Email:  embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
Phone:  218 984-2084 

Local Business Ads 
All businesses are welcomed and encouraged to advertise in the Flying Finn.  Suggested 
donation:  

1/4 Page = $10 
1/2 Page = $20 
Full Page = $40   

Arrowhead Book Mobile 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

The Bookmobile offers print books, cookbooks, large 
print books, DVDs, audiobooks and video games. For 
further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-Book 
services contact 

Arrowhead Library System 
5528 Emerald Ave 

Mt. Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840 

See us on Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 

Babbitt Library 
Monday thru Friday 10am – 6pm 

 Preschool Story Time – Monday
 Children’s Make ‘n Take - Monday
 Adult Book Talk - Tuesday
 Young Adult Book Talk – Wednesday

Check out the Babbitt library facebook page  
or babbittlibrary.blogspot.com for upcoming 
events. 

mailto:embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
http://www.alslib.info/


Wednesday, August 23rd 
9am to 4 pm 

Embarrass Town Hall 
7503 Levander Road 

Embarrass, MN 

Bring your project and plan to chat as 
we meet every 4th Wednesday during 
the summer months.  If desired, bring 
your own lunch, snacks and beverage. 

If you have questions, call Shireen Lee 
218 780-4945 or Lex McDonald 218 
410-3861.

 

Multi-Family 
Garage Sale 

Something for everyone…Furniture, 
household items, clothing, toys and games, 
and lots of FREE ITEMS! 

Friday, August 18th  11am - 5pm 
Saturday, August 19th 9am - 5pm 

7970 Pulkinen Rd, Embarrass 
(One mile West of Waasa Town Hall & ½ mile off Hwy 
21) 

Join Us 
Monday, August 7th @ 7pm 

The Embarrass Flower & 
Garden Club meets every 1st Monday 
of the month at the Embarrass Town 
Hall. 

 The public is welcome, coffee 
and goodies will be served.  If you are 
a local gardener and want to join in 
the conversation, please come. 

For more information call:   Linda 
Cox, President, at (218) 780-4143. 



Waasa Township 
3795 Highway 21, Embarrass, MN 

Wednesday, June 7, 2023 
7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Mike Johnson, Steve Sipola, Carrie 
Westvik, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson 
Visitors:  Eric Pulkinen and Tim Westvik 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike 
Johnson and followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Minutes Approval:  Steve moved to approve the May 3, 
2023 Meeting Minutes.  Carrie supported.  Carried.  

Treasurer’s Report:  No receipts were received by today’s 
date.  Disbursements totaled $17,220.25.  Kim has done 
some checking on CD offers to find better interest than we 
are currently receiving.  She will continue to do research, 
tabled.  Steve approved the Treasurer’s report with Carrie 
supporting.  Carried (3-0).   

Approval to Pay Bills:  Mike moved to approve payment of 
the bills listed below plus payroll, PERA and $105.49 for 
check blanks thru EVFCU with support from Carrie.  Carried 
(3-0). 
Claims:  

Babbitt Weekly News               $    46.64
Notice of LBAE Meeting 

Davey Do-Right Services      420.00
CEMETERY Lawn Care (1x) 

Embarrass Region Fair Board     200.00
Donation 

Gibson, Sandra  24.57
Mileage Reimb. & Copy Paper 

Lake Country Power  87.49
Electricity for Town Hall 

Menards  9.99
CEMETERY Trash Bags 

St. Louis County Auditor  
2,432.64Snowplowing Township Roads 
 (2nd half) 2022-23 

Sipola, Steve      58.96  
Mileage Reimb:  Rd. Inspect., Barricade 
Issue & Spec. Mtg. 

Visitor In-Put:  Eric expressed concern that his road (Niemi) 
has not been graded yet this spring. 

Road Report:  Steve will call SLC about getting the blading 
done on all township roads with the possible exception of 
Heikkila Road.  Several roads are in need of gravel.  The 
board will review the issue during their spring road 
inspection on May 10th.   

An estimate was received from Rock, Sand & Fire for the 
price of a large culvert to be added at the end of Niemi 
Road and grading for a price of $4,200.  The board has 
accepted this quote, Mike so moved with support from 

Steve.  Carried (3-0).  This estimate was also brought to the 
flood damage meeting on May 16, 2023. 

Cemetery:  Posts and fencing have been removed from the 
area where new trees were planted, making it easier to 
mow.    

Two board members, but no other residents participated in 
“Spring Clean-up Day” at the cemetery.  Special thank you 
Linda Koskela who cut away over-grown grass around 
footstones where needed.  The public is reminded they are 
to keep decorations set as close as possible to the 
headstones or footstones as possible to make mowing 
easier. 

Old Business:  Estimated arrival of the Marvin windows for 
the town hall is June 25th.  It is expected to take about 6 
weeks for delivery.  Discussion took place on a remodel of 
the Women’s Room and painting of the main meeting room 
walls.  To be completed before the 2024 Primary Election. 

The IRS address correction has been made by the Clerk. 

MAT recommendation for townships is to keep a level of 
savings at equal of 18 months of revenue.  The Treasurer 
will check into how much Waasa spends in one year on 
average.  

New Business:  MN State Demographer reported Waasa’s 
estimated population in 2022 was at 222 and estimated 
households were 111. 

When the new windows are installed in the town hall, the 
old windows will be available for the public.  Contact the 
Clerk for pick up. 

Marty Hendrickson will rent the town hall June 17-18th for a 
grad party. 

Supervisor Carrie Westvik read her resignation letter, 
effective at the end of the meeting.  The clerk will file it.  
The board thanked her for her service to the township.  
Mike and Steve motioned that they wish to have Carrie 
continue her work to make entries on-line to the cemetery 
list from her new home.  Carried. 

Steve nominated Eric Pulkinen to fill out Carrie’s term as 
board supervisor.  Mike supported.  Carried (3-0).  Clerk’s 
Note:  Eric was sworn in as Waasa Board Supervisor 
immediately after the meeting. 
(Waasa Meeting Minutes Continued) 

Steve has repaired the snowblower on his own.  It was not 
necessary to take it to L & M. 

Correspondence:   All mail was read and filed.  

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
and was supported by Carrie.   

Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 



EMBARRASS REGION FAIR ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES 
July 13, 2023 
6:30pm 

Pending approval 

 Board members present: Tana Johnson, Carissa Smith, Sarah Wallert-Ramponi, William Ramponi, Janine Patten, Zane Beaton, 

Jerry Meier. Attendees: Bonnie Meier. 

Call to order: Meeting was called to order at 6:31. William volunteered as timekeeper. 

Minutes: 

 Bonnie made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 8 meeting. Carissa seconded. Motion carried by unanimous

consent.

Treasurer’s Report:  List of checking & savings transactions from 1/1/23 through 7/5/23 and updated P&L report were 

distributed. Jerry noted that money was transferred from savings to checking in order to make a payment for the new Timber 

Hall doors. The money will be transferred back to savings once reimbursements are received from the Saint Louis County / 

CDBG.  

 Zane made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Janine seconded. Motion carried by unanimous consent.

.  

Timber Hall Rentals: Hall is being used for events or rentals throughout August. 

Committee Updates: 

Strategic Planning- Zane reported that the Committee is continuing to work on a revised strategic plan. Zane will begin to 

compile a list of Association property & assets. Maintenance Committee will advertise for bids for snow plowing. Committee is 

looking ways to become a more sustainable organization. 

Grant Committee –Tana gave a reminder that throughout the month of July ERFA is the recipient of the Change within Reach 

Round-Up Program at the Natural Harvest Food Co-op in Virginia. In addition, she reported that the application deadline for the 

Arrowhead Regional Arts Grant is August 18 and asked the Board to approve that the Grant Committee apply for a grant to fund 

music, entertainment, and arts for the 2024 Fair. 

 Zane made a motion to approve that the Grant Committee apply for the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council grant to fund

music, entertainment & arts for the 2024 Fair. Jerry seconded. Motion carried by unanimous consent.

Volunteer Committee – Carissa reported that the Committee cleaned-up the volunteer spreadsheet and will begin to collect 

missing information. The Committee also plans to start collecting volunteer hours, invite volunteers to join POINT software and 

identify current fair volunteers and where additional volunteers are needed. Statistical data of volunteer hours is important.  

Please track and turn in your volunteer hours, email volunteers@embarrassrfa.org.   

Finance Committee – Janine reviewed results from the bookkeeper search and recommended the Board purchase a Quickbooks 

Plus subscription at a discount through TechSoup, and also to hire Gold Ledger Bookkeeping, LLC for Quickbooks set-up, to enter 

transactions from 1/1/23 through 6/30/23, and to provide training and monthly bookkeeping services and support. 

 Janine made a motion to hire Gold Ledger Bookkeeping, LLC for set Quickbooks set-up, to enter transactions from 1/1/23

through 6/30/23, and to provide training and monthly bookkeeping services and support, and that the Association

purchase a Quickbooks Plus subscription through TechSoup. Jerry seconded. Motion passed with six yes votes and one

abstained.

The Board passed the Resolution to Approve the 2022 Minnesota Charitable Report and indicated their approval by signing the 

Resolution. 

Marketing Committee - Carissa reported that the fair event sponsorship flyer was mailed, an ad for Fair was published in 

Hometown Focus Summer Event Guide, website is live, multiple Fair events are posted on social media, as well as promotions 

for the ALS Ride, Natural Harvest Food Co-op Round Up and a poster was created for the October Blood drive. The fair brochure 

is completed and ready to be distributed. 



Embarrass High School Graduates 
All-Class Photo 

In honor of a donation by the Embarrass High School All-Class graduates, the Embarrass 
Region Fair Association invites all graduates of Embarrass High School to gather in front of 

Timber Hall on Saturday, August 26 at 3:30 pm to participate in an All-Class Photo. 

Thank you for your support! 

(EMBARRASS REGION FAIR ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES Continued) 

Nominating & Governance – Sarah reported that the Committee is reviewing and updating Association policies and gathering 

information on the duties of key Association positions. She asked Committees to submit policy recommendations for their area. 

There was a second review of the proposed amendment to the by-laws to permit email voting & remote meetings. 

Fair Committee – No additional vests for volunteers were dropped off. 

Review Action Items: Tana reviewed the status of action items 

Public Comments: None.  

Zane made a motion to adjourn. Bonnie seconded. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned at 8:20. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janine Patten, Secretary 
Embarrass Region Fair Association 

To put an item on the agenda or for copies of the minutes, contact the Secretary at info@embarrassrfa.org. 

Feedback – Contact Tana Johnson or any board member. Let us know what you like, dislike, and where we can improve.  Contact 

Tana at 218-269-1331 or tanajohnson@ymail.com. Email the Board: info@embarrassrfa.org. Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box 

83, Embarrass MN 55732 

EMBARRASS REGION FAIR ASSOCIATION & BOARD MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

The Embarrass Region Fair Association has changed its monthly meeting date to the second Thursday of the month. Fair 

Committees will continue to meet on the third Thursday of the month. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Embarrass Region Fair Association Meeting: 

Thursday, August 10, 6:30 @ Timber Hall (Now meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month) 

Fair Committee Meetings: 

Thursday, July 20, 6:30 @ Timber Hall 

Thursday, August 17, 6:30 @ Timber Hall 

mailto:info@embarrassrfa.org
mailto:tanajohnson@ymail.com
mailto:info@embarrassrfa.org
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SISU Heritage Monthly Mtg. July 2023
Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Mickey White, Linda Koskela, Tom Sheehan
Guest: Paul Knuti
1. June minutes were reviewed and approved.
2. Financial reports for June were presented, although without a quorum, the reports will be approved at next
month’s meeting.
3. Membership remains the same as 157 – 31 lifetime.
4. Wednesday, July 26th the FINNEST Bus Tour (of approx. 31) led by Charles Ek will arrive to tour the
Nelimark between 1:30 – 2:30 pm. And will then continue to tour the Seitaniemi for a future segment to be viewed
on their program.
5. Tuesday, August1st, Baihlu Warfield of the WDIO program “The Lift” will be taping at the Nelimark&
Seitaniemi for a future segment to be viewed on their program.
6. A Celebration Concert for the recognition of the Apostolic Lutheran Church being on the National Registry
will be on Saturday, September 2, 2023.m Eli Bissonett will be performing.
7. Two quotes for the repairing the Hanka Barn Roof have been received. Due to an absence of quorum, a
special meeting of the board will be scheduled to review and vote on the project.

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela
Next meeting is Monday, August 21, 2023 @ 6:30 pm.
Embarrass Town Hall



Heritage Park & Campground 

4789 Salo Road 
Embarrass, MN  55732 

218 410-7743 or 218 984-2084 

Primitive (Tent) Rates 
$20 per Day 
1 Week $100.00 
1 Month $350.00 

RV Camper w/Water & Electric Rates 
$30 per Day 
1 Week $180.00 
1 Month $600.00 
Seasonal $2500.00 

Embarrass Fair Weekend 
Camping will be available in our overflow area (no hookups) for a rate of $10 per 
night  during the fair weekend only. 



Saturday, August 5th 



Tell us Your Vision for the Timber Hall Event Center 
Please submit your thoughts on how to secure consistent and dependable revenue and what you 
would like to see the Timber Hall and grounds used for. 

This information can be sent to our email at info@embarrassrfa.org; or mailed 
to Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box 83, Embarrass, MN  55732 or call 
218 269-1331 
Thank you,  
Embarrass Fair Association.

Pike Sandy Women’s Club 

Monthly meetings of the Pike 

Sandy Women's Club will resume 

Tuesday, September 5th, 2023. 

Meetings are held at the Pike 

Town Hall beginning at 7pm. 

Anyone interested in supporting 

our community through 

community events are 

encouraged to attend.  For 

questions regarding the club, 

please call Lynne Stuckey at 218 

410-0167.

Hope Lutheran Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

Service on Sunday begins at 10:30am 
No Sunday School during the summer 
months. 

Office Hours 
Tuesday & Thursday, 4:30pm – 7pm 
Saturday. 10am – 3pm 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
218 984-2037 

Your Voice Matters . . . 

This article is written, prepared and submitted by Shireen 
Lee, Township Supervisor, independently and may or may 
not reflect the opinions of all town board supervisors or 
staff. 

Here is a story to illustrate a perfect approach we recently 
experienced at a township meeting.  A resident had a 
request to make of the town board.  He called the Clerk in 
advance briefly identifying his need and requested to be 
placed on the next meeting agenda.  He appeared at the 
next meeting fully prepared and was identified correctly on 
the Agenda for all to see (most importantly the public).  His 
agenda was placed at the front of the Agenda under the 
standing category entitled “public Input.”  When he spoke, 
he shared a brief history of his interest area (the ball fields 
of Embarrass).  He spoke of this history of what the parents, 
players, and leaders of the ball club have done at their own 
expense to keep the fields open and operating.  He spoke of 
their goals and plans for the future and physical efforts.  He  

thanked the town board for their areas of prior support.  He 
identified a current need (new dirt) for the field and 
provided an estimate of the total cost and then requested 
that the town board authorize matching funds to secure the 
new dirt.  He also requested the funds be secured prior to 
the season’s upcoming tournaments and use of the fields 
for the ball games during the fair.  He thanked us for 
listening to his request and asked if we had any questions.   

The point of the story being, we want to hear from 
township residents.  When procedures are followed and 
problems are presented with a solution, the town board 
desires to assist where we can.  Lesson:  follow procedure, 
come prepared with a solution and a related proposed cost 
and present your case concisely.  P.S.  In this instance we 
were thrilled and able to assist in providing the matching 
funds for our ball players.  Your voice truly does matter.  Let 
it be heard.    

  

mailto:info@embarrassrfa.org
mailto:hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com


Evangelical Free Church of Embarrass 

August 2023 
Sunday Family Bible Classes   9am 
Sunday Family worship   10am 

Wednesday Prayer Time  6pm 
Wednesday Adult/Teen Bible study  7pm 

ENGAGE youth ministry bonfire.  6:30pm,  August 30, at the Bjornrud home 

Sunday messages: 
6- "But God..."   (Communion)
13- Camp Sunday testimonies from camp counselors
20- Pastor Lawrence Klingsheim
27- Pastor Lawrence Klingsheim

Northwood’s Saddle Club 2023 
Ribbon Play Days 

Ribbon Play Days start at 9:30am, Highpoint for each class at each Play Day. 
Cost/Ribbon Play Days:  $5 per horse/ride (members)  $10 per horse/rider (non-members) 

Ribbon Play Day Classes: 
(Lead Line-participation ribbon only)  Kiddie class 10 and under, Peewee Class 11-13, Junior Class 14-17, Senior Class 18-
34, Duffer Class 35 and up. 

NO FANCY CLOTHES NEEDED TO RIDE AT THE PLAYDAYS!  Just comfy boots, long pant/jeans, a tank top/t-shirt.  NO BIKINI TOPS 
OR SPAGHETTI STRAP T-SHIRTS WHILE RIDING IN THE ARENA. 
Bring a hard copy of your COGGINS to the announcer’s stand for all horses brought onto the grounds.  We keep this copy. 
It is NOT good enough to just show it. 

NO COGGINS PAPERS, YOU WILL NOT RIDE!  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

August 12th

Ribbon Play Day 9:30am 

Sept 9th

Ribbon Play Day 9:30am 

Sept 23rd

Ribbon Play Day 9:30am 

Barrels 
Poles 

Keyhole 
Jumping Figure 8 

Speed Dash 
Jump & Spin 

Single Horse Whirl 

Barrels 
Poles 

Keyhole 
Jumping Figure 8 

Speed Dash 
Bottle Stop 
Half Twist 

Open: 
Double Horse Twist

Speed & Action 
The “‘X” Barrel 

Star Struck 
Tea Time 

Flying “W” 
Water Wings 

Weave Around 





Richard A. Kylmala, 77 

Richard Allen Kylmala, 77, of Kilgore, Texas, passed away at 
his home on July 5, 2023.  A memorial service with military 
honors will be held at the Overton Municipal Golf Course on 
Aug. 15. Fair winds and following seas, shipmate; we have 
the watch; you stand relieved. 

Richard was born in Duluth on Jan. 8, 1946, to Reino and 
Alice Kylmala. Richard served proudly in the U.S. Navy from 
1964 until his retirement in 1984; he received the Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross, the Vietnam Service Medal and six Gold 
Wreath awards.  After his service he relocated to Embarrass 
and worked for LTV Steel Mining before relocating to 
Kilgore, Texas, where he retired as the Chief Operating 
Officer for Tutle & Tutle, Inc.  

Richard is survived by his wife of 47 years, Judy; daughters, 
Susan (Paul) Bremer, Stefanie (Mitch) Nelson and Sharee 
(Max) Arends; siblings, Terry (Doris) Kylmala, Michael 
(Connie) Kylmala, Nancy (Joe) Skerjance and Laura Ann 
(John) Halvorson; grandchildren, Naomi, Paige, Addison, 
Erin, Aubrey and Emma.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Reino; mother, 
Alice; and sisters, Gail and Susan. 

Richard K. Brownlee, 68 

Richard Keith “Rick” Brownlee, 68, of Roseville, passed away 
unexpectedly, but surrounded by family, on Nov. 25, 2022. 
A memorial service with military honors was held on July 21, 
2023  at the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery in Duluth.  

Richard was born in Bemidji and raised in the woodlands of 
Embarrass by his parents, Lucine Preston Brownlee 
Renskers and Charles “Chuck” Brownlee, where he learned 
to love the outdoors.  Hunting, fishing, camping and hockey 
became regular pastimes along with drinking coffee and 
shooting the breeze.  Another pastime that kept him busy 
was tinkering with engines of all sizes, leading to a career as 
a mechanic around the Twin Cities metro area.  Richard was 
most proud of the time he spent serving our country in the 
U. S. Army.  Richard re-enlisted several times and it is 
believed he would still be in the military today if he had 
been allowed to continue to serve in that manner.  

Richard is survived by his wife, Janice Hemann Brownlee; 
children, Dominic (Jennifer) Brownlee, Kira (Nathan) 
Grotelueschen, Aaron (Timothy) Brownstone, Sean (Allie) 
Brownlee and Logan Brownlee; grandchildren, Sophie and 
Kylie Grotelueschen, Beau, William and Zaydann Brownlee; 
brothers, Thomas Brownlee, Bradley (Denise) Brownlee and 
Mathew Brownlee; nieces and nephews; and several aunts. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Chuck and Lucine; 
grandparents; and some of his aunts and uncles. 

Anerva F. Pylka, 99 

Anerva Francelia “Ann” Pylka, 99, died on July 12, 2023, at 
Carefree Assisted Living in Babbitt, surrounded by her loved 
ones.  A family memorial will be held at a later date.  The 
family would like to thank Carefree Living in Babbitt for 
their loving care during her less than two-year stay and East 
Range Hospice for their compassionate care during her end 
days.  In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the 
Spiritwood Foundation or a charity of your choice in 
remembrance of Ann.  

Ann was born on June 10, 1924, in Waasa Township, to 
Mary Erkkila and Oscar Maki.  Ann married Wilbert Pylka in 
1944, and they raised their children in Embarrass.  In her 
younger years she was a waitress and also worked at the 
Arrow shirt factory.  Ann was a devoted mother and 
homemaker.  She was active in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Babbitt for years.  She loved watching sports and 
playing any kind of board or card game, her daily crossword 
puzzles, and she bowled for many years.  Ann was a great 
baker and there were always cookies or sweets in the 
freezer ready for the next visitor.  She was strong, 
independent and full of sisu through her 99 years. 

Ann will be greatly missed by her surviving family, Rodney 
(Claudia) Pylka, Pam (Roger) Penttila and Kevin (Terri) Pylka; 
thirteen grandchildren and step-grandchildren; and 
numerous great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren. 

Ann was preceded in death by her parents; husband; sons, 
Duane and Keith; grandson, Travis; six brothers and two 
sisters. 

Angela M. McClelland, 49 

Angela Marie McClelland, 49, of Fort Ripley, tragically 
passed away on June 25, 2023. A celebration of life was held 
at Nelson-Doran Funeral Home in Brainerd on July 22. 
Interment will take place at a later date in Gilbert.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family would like to request donations be made 
on Angela’s behalf to the Babinski Foundation. And if you 
are going to rescue a pup, those Dachshunds are pretty 
darn cute! 

Angie was born on May 24, 1794, to Dean Zumbrunnen and 
Margo Cline Sampsell at White Community Hospital in 
Aurora. Angie grew up in the natural paradise of Embarrass, 
often participating in outdoor activities with her family, a 
love that carried well into her adult years.  Angie loved 
hunting, fishing, being outdoors, and was a phenomenal 
constructor of bonfires. After completing her educational 
goals at both Tower-Soudan High School and Eveleth 
Technical College, Angie dove into one of the most 
important roles she could fulfill, being a devoted mother to 
her children.  She was passionate, generous, stubborn, a 
remarkably hard worker, and a true perfectionist.  She  



(Continued Anerva Fylka) 

shared all these traits with her kids as she passed them 
along through example and teaching.  Angie was a 
contradiction in that sometimes she was shy and quiet and 
other times she was loud, eccentric, and often the center of 
those who gathered around her.  People naturally flocked to 
Angie.  Her outings with friends Dianna, Irene and Natalie 
led to many humorous stories and earned them all the title 
of “partners in crime”. Angie also loved to talk, sometimes 
spending hours upon hours on the phone with her sister 
Sherri, her father Dean, or one of the many other family 
members or friends.  Her ability to keep a conversation 
going is one of the many reasons people were so deeply 
connected to her.  Her warm heart, uncanny lucky streaks, 
her immense and unconditional love for her Dachshunds, 
and her contagious laugh were some of the many others. 
Angie married Tony McClelland on Oct. 20, 2011, at The 
Little White Chapel of Las Vegas, Nevada.  From that day on, 
just as they were in courtship, in marriage they were 
inseparable. Tony and Angie loved to travel, spend time out 
West, and take leisurely cruises, either by road or by water. 
Together they spent time relaxing around campfires in the 
summer, hunted the Northland in the fall, enjoyed ice 
fishing in the winters, and maintained a beautiful home as 
the flowers grew in the early spring. Angie especially loved 
to spend quality time with Tony taking trips around the lake 
on their pontoon in the evenings. The Fourth of July was 
their favorite holiday to gather with friends and family, and 
on this Fourth, not one firework shone as brightly in her 
absence. 

Angie will be deeply missed by her husband, Tony, and their 
assembled families, including children, Desirae (Michael) 
Higgins, Andrea (Neal) McClelland, Alyssa McClelland 
(Hunter DeRosier), Amber McClelland, Ashley McClelland 
and Alexis McClelland; sisters, Sherri (Andrew) Van Santen, 
Cierra Jade (Scott) Brelie and Michelle Zumbrunnen; 
brother-in-law and lifelong friend, Troy McClelland; parents, 
Dean Zumbrunnen and Margo (Mark) Sampsell; father-in-
law and longstanding supporter, Kelly (Mary) McClelland; 
fur-babies, Dixie and Snickers; and innumerable others.  

Angie was preceded in death by her infant son, Nathan, 
whom she and her precious pooch, Millie, will ultimately be 
interred next to.  



2023 June 22 

54/86 

June 23 

55/88 

June 24 

60/81 

pc 1.03” 

June 25 

60/80 

pc .27” 

June 26 

58/65 

pc .20” 

June 27 

55/78 

June 28 

58/80 

pc 1.29” 

June 29 

59/67 

pc .75” 

June 30 

51/81 

pc .16” 

July 1 

51/79 

July 2 

49/80 

July 3 

54/83 

July 4 

49/85 

July 5 

50/79 

pc .05” 

July 6 

39/65 

trace pc 

July 7 

40/70 

July 8 

45/73 

trace pc 

July 9 

41/70 

pc .12” 

July 10 

52/81 

pc .52” 

July 11 

39/69 

July 12 

41/70 

July 13 

41/72 

July 14 

43/75 

pc .02” 

July 15 

48/77 

pc .03” 

July 16 

43/69 

trace pc 

July 17 

53/62 

pc .11” 

July 18 

51/65 

pc .05” 

July 19 

51/70 

trace pc 

July 20 

55/70 

pc 1.12” 

2022 July 1 

41/80 

July 2 

36/72 

July 3 

39/71 

July 4 

55/78 

pc 1.12” 

July 5 

61/68 

pc .25” 

July 6 

49/71 

pc .01” 

July 7 

51/74 

July 8 

52/80 

July 9 

42/78 

July 10 

61/80 

July 11 

61/79 

pc .15” 

July 12 

49/73 

pc .15” 

July 13 

48/74 

pc .57” 

July 14 

42/75 

July 15 

43/75 

pc .01” 

July 16 

52/85 

July 17 

52/83 

July 18 

52/86 

pc .32” 

July 19 

61/87 

pc .04” 

July 20 

56/83 

pc .06” 

July 21 

60/80 

July 22 

53/78 

pc .04” 

July 23 

52/81 

pc .03” 

July 24 

55/73 

pc .08” 

July 25 

41/66 

pc .02” 

July 26 

41/72 

July 27 

47/71 

pc .35” 

July 28 

48/74 

pc .09” 

July 29 

44/67 

pc .29” 

July 30 

46/74 

Embarrass Weather Comparison 2022/2023 


	Blank Page
	Blank Page



