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Arrowhead

Bookmobile

The Bookmobile offers print
books, Cookbooks, large print
books, DVDs, audiobooks and
video games. For further
information on the Bookmobile
or Mail-A- Book services,
contact the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt.
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840,
see us on Facebook or check
our web site at www.alslib.info.

Babbitt
Public Library

Monday — Thursday
9am-5pm

Friday

10am —6pm
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Town of Embarrass

March 12, 2025

Board Meeting

PENDING BOARD APPROVAL

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary Novak,
Jennifer Boese

Visitors: Tracey Mahvich, Dan Mahvich, Roger Davies, Gene
Wright, Fred Johnson, Laura Stella, Jared Wright, Nathan
Warwak, Rebecca Warwak, Paul Knuti

Meeting called to order by LaMar with The Pledge of
Allegiance at 6:03 p.m.

Motion Lee/Garman to approve the February 2025 Minutes
with a correction in the discussion of the trailer to change
wording of description. Trailer did not have previous damage
it was a different trailer that had damage. The trailer to be put
up for bids has not been used by employees in quite some time
and is of no use to maintenance. Carried 3-0. Motion
LaMar/lLee to put the discussed trailer up for bids. Carried 3-0.

Bids to accepted till April 30" @ 2 p.m. must be in sealed
envelope. Bids to be opened at the May Board Meeting.
Trailer to be auctioned will be posted.

Motion Lee/LaMar to approve Treasurer Report. Carried 3-0.
CD to be revisited at May meeting.

Motion Lee/LaMar for Wright to pick up the brusher as
salvage. Carried 3-0. Motion Lee/LaMar to sell the chain link
fence that is not being used. Carried 3-0.

Dan Mubhvich discusses Pylka Road with the supervisors. More
discussion will be had on the road as time goes on. Other
township roads needs were discussed and will keep moving
forward on road repairs as financially able, prioritizing the
needs and deciding the safety needs.

Paul Knuti speaks to the supervisors and would like to see the
following issues discussed by the town board.

The need to establish a long-range plan for the community.
Exploring possible outcomes from its partnerships with the fair
board, regarding the Empowering Small Minnesota
Communities Program. Establishing new businesses in
"downtown" Embarrass. Establish a plan for proper
maintenance/restoration of the Pyhala Homestead, a National
Register property. Ambulance service for Embarrass. A plan
for better communication with the community -- beyond
meeting minutes.

Motion LaMar/Garman to accept the 2026 Levy of 5233,000.
Carried 3-0.

Motion Lee/LaMar for $750 donation to go to ERFA for the
2025 Embarrass Fair. Carried 3-0.

Motion Lee/LaMar to allow the trails, ball fields on
Saturday and Sunday during the 2025 Embarrass Fair.
Carried 3-0.

Motion Lee/Garman for ERFA to be allowed to use only
the wooden tables that are at the town hall if needed
during the Embarrass Fair. Carried 3-0.

Motion Lee/LaMar to approve Clerk to switch phone
carrier/system to Loffler. Carried 3-0.

Motion Lee/Garman to approve the claims and
correspondence. Carried 3-0.

Meeting adjourned by LaMar at 8:13 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Boese

APRIL Clerks Corner.

The LBAE (Local Board of Appeal & Equalization) meeting
will be May 6th from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. at the Embarrass
Town Hall.

With the warmer weather Roadside Cleanup will be
coming in May. Watch for postings on the dates.

Have a great month everyone.

Jennifer Boese
Embarrass Town Clerk

BUYING OR SELLING A
PROPERTY? 4%

BUYING - SELLING - LAKESHORE - RECREATIONAL - COMMERCIAL

Julia helped us buy our lake home. She made the
experience so easy and stress free. She is quick to respond,

professional and very knowledgeable. We recommend Julia

whole-heartedly!

L8 8. 8.8 1

* Free property valuation and marketing plans
* Drone, video and 3D virtual tours
¢ Dedicated team of realtors

& 7T N
REALTOR-BROKER-OWNER
julia@bicrealty.com
218-780-0315

www.bicrealty.com
www.juliamaki.net




SISU Heritage, Inc. March 2025 Mtg.

Present: Tom Sheehan, Marlin Bjornrud, Cindy Scherer,
Winnie Koivisto, Linda Koskela, Dan Alto, Jon Salo.
President Marlin Bjornrud welcomed new board member
Winnie K.

1. February minutes (No Jan. mtg . due to weather
cancellation) were reviewed, motion by Dan A., second Tom
S., to approve MC.

2. Financial reports for January & February were presented
with a correction of the Apostolic Lutheran Church balance,
motion to accept Jon S., second Dan A.,MC.

3. Membership No Report.

4. The SISU Board is looking to fill the treasurer’s position.
Cindy S. will continue in this position and is willing to train a
new person for that position.

5. Several events were confirmed by President, Marlin B.

> A field trip of 4th Graders from the Tower & Mt. Iron will be
touring sites on Friday, May 2, 2025.

>A FINNFEST tour on Thursday, July 31, 2025, from 10 am-3
pm. will include Touring the Nelimark Museum, Hanka
Homestead, Seitaniemi Housebarn & Apostolic Lutheran
Church. A luncheon will be provided at the Timber Hall.

6. Planning for the National Sauna Day on Saturday, June 7,
2025, from 9 am. — 4 pm. is on the agenda for the April
meeting to confirm activities and duties for the event.

7. Jenny Armstrong, a FINNFEST publication representative
will be at our April meeting.
Please NOTE: Our SISU April meeting will begin at 6:00 pm.

Submitted by Secretary Linda Koskela
The next meeting is the Third Monday, April 21, 2025 @ 6:00
pm. At the Embarrass Town Hall.

SISU Heritage, Inc. February 2025 Mtg.
(Due to weather cancellation of January Mtg.)

Present: Jon Salo, Tom Sheehan, Bruce Sweney, Mickey White,
Cindy Scherer, Linda Koskela, Marlin Bjornrud, Dan Alto
Guest: Paul Knuti

1. December minutes were accepted with several spelling
corrections. Tom S. made a motion to approve the 2023 SISU
Inc., audit by Jeff Sterle, second Dan A., MC.

2. December financial report including the Annual report for
2024 was presented, motion to accept by Dan A., second, Tom
S., MC. A transfer of $12,500. from Checking to the Restoration
Savings, motion by Tom S., second Bruce S., MC.

3. Membership remains 143 members - 33 lifetime

4. Tom S. & Paul K. suggested the SISU Board authorize the
LHB architects bid on the Seitaniemi Housebarn, which
includes restoring construction of the siding, work on the
north & south walls, and privy. After discussion and

acceptance by the board Tom S. made a motion to accept the
LHB bid using the funds at Northern State Bank,
second Dan A., MC.

5. Areport from Bruce S. led to a discussion on determining
repairs on the Hanka Homestead. Bruce plans to meet with a
Hanka family member to assess the repairs most needed. Two
bids have been proposed for painting the Hanka house. Also,
discussion on taking down the garage on the Hanka property.

6. Topics to consider at future meetings are for signage on the
Mesabi Trail and making SISU Tours easily accessible for people
wanting to arrange a tour.

7. The SISU Heritage, Inc. Annual Meeting is Sunday,
February 23, at 2 pm. @ the Embarrass Town Hall. The
agenda includes Election of Board Members, 2025
Proposed Budget, Reports, with featured speaker, Crystal
Schlueter, a Babbitt Native, who has won many recipe
contests. She will debut a cookbook in the Fall of 2026
focusing on Iron Range ethnic cuisine.

8. Jon S. & Linda K. were an appointed committee to contact
these four board members to continue a three-year term on

board: Cindy Scherer, Ron Sutton, Tom Sheehan, and newly

appointed Bruce Sweney.

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela
The next meeting is the third Monday, March 17, 2025 @ 6:30
pm. At the Embarrass Town Hall.

2025 Annual Meeting - Sunday, February 23

SISU HERITAGE, INC.

The Annual Meeting began with President Marlin Bjornrud
welcoming everyone for coming out for the afternoon to hear
what activities the SISU Heritage, Inc. has been involved in the
past year and sharing its present and future projects.

Guests were given handouts listing the Board of Directors, fact
sheets, 2025 Proposed Budget and future concert presenters
with dates for the National Sauna Day, June 7 Apostolic
Lutheran Church, July 27 & Sept. 21 - Community Night Out,
Sept. 7.

A short business meeting was conducted with a review of the
2025 Proposed Budget and the Apostolic Lutheran Church by
members attending. A motion to accept the budget by Dan
Alto, second Tom Sheehan MC.

Election of Board Members to continue with a three-year term
were accepted by Tom Sheehan, Ron Sutton, Bruce Sweney
with a new member Winnifred Koivisto. President, Marlin
Bjornrud suggested a White Ballot, motion by LeRoy Aho to
accept these board members, second Mickey White, MC.
Mickey White accepted and will remain the St. Louis County
Historical Society Representative & Membership Chair, motion
by Ron Sutton, second Jon Salo, MC. Membership was
reported: 144 - 33 lifetime

Our featured speaker Crystal Schlueter a Babbitt native, shared
her appreciation and passion for cooking ethnic foods,
(Continued on next page)



predominantly Finnish recipes. She demonstrated a traditional
rye bread which members could also sample! Crystal will
debut a cookbook in the fall of 2026. She encouraged the
audience to submit favorite family recipes with a story
included with the recipe. Continued success to you Crystal!

A drawing of door prizes & coffee an' concluded the meeting.
The winners of prizes were Tana Johnson, Andrea Alto, Tom

Sheehan, Charles Kinnunen, Wesley Silverberg, Commissioner
Paul McDonald, Jon Salo & Shireen Lee.

Submitted by Secretary,
Linda Koskela

Waasa Township Regular Board Meeting
Waasa Town Hall
Wednesday, February 12, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, Allan
Schnacky, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson

Visitor: Winnie Koivisto

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes Approval: Mike moved to approve the January 8,
2025 Meeting Minutes as read with Allan supporting. Carried
(3-0).

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for February: $657.26 from SLC
(12/24 Tax Apportionment). Disbursements from General
Fund totaled $3,478.99. Mike approved the Treasurer’s report
with Eric supporting. Carried (3-0).

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve payment of the
bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support from Eric.
Carried (3-0).

Claims:
Gibson, Sandra S 20.93
Printer Ink & Colored Paper
Lake Country Power 122.70

Automatic Payment—Made on 1/30/25
MN Benefit Association 405.00
Life Insurance (for Board)—Bronze Plan

Visitor Input: Winnie said the county has done a good job on
her road this winter.

Road Report: Roads are frozen.

Cemetery: Posters have been hung at the 3 locations in

Embarrass and at the Credit Union in Babbitt seeking a Sexton.

An ad has also been placed in the Flying Finn.

Old Business: A change was suggested for the Sexton job
description.

New Business:

Board of Audit: The month of June was picked
randomly, checking it out with the Clerk’s records and
matching with the Treasurer’s. Mike motioned that all was in
good order with Allan supporting. Carried (3-0).

The board discussed the rising township costs in gravel for
roads to a new furnace and whether we needed to raise the

Levy for 2026. Eric motioned to do a 3% across the board
increase of $1,395.00 with Mike supporting. Carried (3-0).
General Fund $15,450.00

Fire Fund 24,205.00
Rd. & Bridge 8,240.00
Total $47,895.00

Eric reported that our new furnace condensation pump that
was installed recently, is not working properly. He will set up
an appointment with OJ’s HAVC to check it out.

LBAE Meeting is Thursday, April 10™. The time was not
suitable for one of the Supervisors, so the Clerk requested the
time re-scheduled. It will now begin at 5 p.m. and end at 6
p.m. on April 10*",

St. Louis County has set up several sessions to better
understand the FEMA process. Supervisor Eric will attend the
March 5% session and Supervisor Mike will go on March 8.

Correspondence: A nice thank you card was received from
the Fire Department for our donation in memory of Chief Tom
Martin.

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 7:56 p.m.
and was supported by Eric. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair

Waasa Township Annual Meeting
Waasa Town Hall, 3795 Hwy. 21
Tuesday, March 12, 2024
7:00 p.m.

Present: Mike Johnson, Steve Sipola, Kim Daugherty, Sandra,
Gibson, Linda Koskela, David Joki, Floyd Joki, Julie Shere, Tom
Martin, Eric Pulkinen, Winnie and Jerry Koivisto

Town Clerk Sandra Gibson called the meeting to order at 7:00
p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Sandra stated that the
Annual Meeting is to be run by the residents. The board is
present to answer questions but, that the people can discuss
what they feel they would like to be brought up. The clerk
then asked for nominations from the floor for a meeting
moderator. Steve Sipola nominated Julie Shere with a second
(Continued on next page)



from Mike Johnson. Julie accepted. Carried (Unanimous). At
that time Julie came forward and assumed the position as
moderator.

The 2023 Annual Meeting Minutes the reading of the minutes
was delayed by about 20 minutes until the copies were
brought from the clerk’s home. In the meantime, some of the
reports were addressed. When the minutes were delivered,
the clerk read them. Steve Sipola motioned to approve the
minutes after several corrections of typos. Floyd Joki
supported. Carried (Unanimous).

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. We currently have
$58,476.56 in CD’s, $46,109.09 available at EVFCU checking
and $74,010.60 available in savings (Building Fund) as of
3/6/24. Steve Sipola motioned to approve the report and Floyd
Joki supported. Carried (Unanimous).

The Embarrass Regional Volunteer Fire Department Report
was given by Tom Martin, Fire Chief. Tom stated that the fire
department will be increasing their contract for 2025 by 3%.
This increase barely keeps them out of the red, in his opinion.
The installation of 2-sided fire number signs is now complete.
They have made a big difference in ease of spotting them
trying to find a location during an emergency response. The
department currently has 15 members on the roster, in
addition to 1 new member who has recently joined. 1850
total hours of volunteer service in 2023. Ten of those were
due to motor vehicle accidents, 9 were structure fires, 4 were
wildland fires and 67 EMS.

Improvements For 2023

Completed the installation of new 2-dided fire numbers to the
best of our ability

Cleared, filled and graded the property donation by the
Rantala family | preparation for a fixed land area for air
medical

Added an additional 8000 gal. underground water storage tank
Completed build on our new medium wet rescue truck
Acquired a replacement truck for our 1977 cascade/plow truck
which will also operate as a light rescue for the majority of
medical calls

Goals For 2023:

Purchase newer safer PPE to stay compliant and minimize
exposure to carcinogens

Finish outfitting the new squad truck and make it fully
operational to replace the current 1977 cascade/snow plow
Work on a Firewise Program and other public education
programs

Search for funding to complete the air medical landing area
and pave entire parking lot. It was last done in 1983
Prepare an area for a fixed landing zone for air medical on
donated property

We will be holding more emergency response training with our
neighboring departments

As always, we will continue to serve the community

Roads Report: A written report was submitted by Steve Sipola,
Roads Supervisor. Township roads are in good condition at this

time. FEMA was called upon to assist us with repair of the end
of Niemi Road after hard spring rains caused damage making it
difficult for travel. Gravel was quickly added as a temporary fix
to make it possible for the school bus to get through. Soon
after FEMA and St. Louis County gave us guidance for repair. A
new and larger culvert was added beside the existing one.
Reimbursement of our expenses have been made this far.
FEMA suggested Rip Rap will be applied soon. Grading of all
township roads will begin when SLC recommends. We plan
extensive work to be done on Dale and Beckman Roads. Steve
does a monthly road inspection or more often when needed.
If there are any questions or concerns on township roads,
please contact Steve at 218-780-5569.

Cemetery Report: It is hoped there will be volunteers from the
community to help on “Cemetery Clean-up Day”, which is
proposed for Saturday, May 18" starting at 10:00 a.m. Trash
will be picked up, brushing along the driveway down to the old
section, light raking and clean up around over-grown
footstones. This clean-up reduces the need to hire the work
done. This will be advertised thru posters and the Flying Finn.
Clerk’s note: Memorial flowers and decorations placed at
(Continued on next page)

gravesites should be in sturdy planters rather than a light-
weight item anchored only by wire. Using secure decorations
which do not fly away in the wind, make it much easier for
lawn mowing and keeping the cemetery grounds looking neat.
Placement of decorations as close as possible to the grave
markers also makes for easier cemetery mowing.

Old Business: Discussion was held on the new windows which
were installed on the lower level of the town hall last summer,
possible future projects included men’s room plumbing and
handicap rails also, replacement of kitchen sinks.
New Business: The board recommended 2025 levy was the
next order of business. The town board felt that the levy of
the Fire Fund should reflect the actual amount of the contract
(3% raise). The following motions were made:
General Fund: $15,000.00---Floyd moved with support from
Steve. Carried (Unanimously)
Road & Bridge: 8,000.00---Linda Koskela moved with
support from Eric. Carried (Unanimously)
Fire Fund: 23,500.00---Steve Sipola moved with support
from Kim Daugherty. Carried (Unanimously)

Total 2024 Levy: $46,500.00

Other Business: The consensus of the group seemed to be
that the new windows in the hall are a nice change. No one
felt we needed to discuss building a new hall at this time.
Steve will continue to change the water filter to avoid staining
of the new bathroom fixtures.

Uses for the town hall back field: Mike Johnson said he will do
some research on securing solar panels for this property.
Some townships have tried this. The township could obtain
(Continued on next page)

a tax credit and sell the power to Lake Country. Another idea
was to make it into community gardens.



Hall rental fee: There was not much interest in setting a fee for
hall rentals. It is currently free for residents. The clerk listed
the paid time she puts in setting up the hall use time,
beginning to end. It was noted that each day in the

Other Business: The clerk asked if there was support for the
moderator to be paid $25? Eric Pulkinen moved to pay Julie
for serving as moderator with support from Steve Sipola.
Carried (Unanimous).

Set Time and Place for next Annual Meeting: David Joki moved
to begin the 2025 Annual Meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Waasa
Town Hall and Kim Daugherty supported. Carried
(Unanimous).

Consider the Town Hall

for Your Next Event
Did you know that you can rent the town
hall for a minimal fee, especially if you are
an Embarrass resident. We offer the use
of a small basic home kitchen with limited
supplies or a restaurant type kitchen with
all the supplies you could possibly need.

For additional information or to arrange a
rental, call your township clerk @
218 984-2084.

From the Editor

spring/summer it’s used it costs approximately, $33.50 and
fall/winter day is approximately $71.00. One suggestion was
to add the words that donations are welcome onto the
rent/use of hall form. Also, it could be made policy to have the

Adjournment: At 8:45 p.m. Eric Pulkinen moved to close the
meeting and Linda Koskela supported. Carried (Unanimous).

Respectfully Submitted,

Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk

Julie Shere, Meeting Moderator

new LED lighting in the hall and the recent remodel of the
woman’s bathroom. Approval was voiced on all projects.

RECRUITING NOW

:.443.

BE EXTRA JOIN OUR
ORDINARY TEAM

. g

Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire
Department
Embarrassfire@gmail.com
218-984-2115

We at the FLYING FINN strive to represent Embarrass and the surrounding areas. To submit articles, advertisements, community
notices, letters to the editor, photos. artwork, etc or if you have concerns or suggestions for the newsletter please contact me via

email at this address:

flyingfinneditor@gmail.com

Please include your name, phone number and email address. Photos or other materials will be returned, if necessary, please be
sure to let me know. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the editor or other submitted
materials. | must receive all submissions for the newsletter no later than the 20" of each month.

Terri
Flying Finn Editor
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America

Pike Apostolic Lutheran Church

r
1

1

i

: 6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169)
: www.apostoliclutheran.org
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
L

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass
218 984-2037
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com

Services at 10:30am

Communion — First Sundays
Pastor Christina Forsythe

Office Hours: Saturday 11am —3pm
Sunday School Begins at 9am

Services begin at 10:30am

Evangelical Free Church

5606 E Taylor Rd
Embarrass, MN 55732
218-984-3402
www.efreechurch.com
marlinb@efreechurch.com

Sunday

Bible classes 9am Saturday, April 5

Worship Service 10am Women’s One-Day Retreat 9am-3pm
Monday Friday, April 18

Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm Good Friday Communion Service 7pm
Wednesday Easter Sunday, April 20

Women'’s Bible Study 9am Breakfast 8:30am

Kids on the Rock 4pm Easter Worship 10am

ENGAGE Youth Ministry 6:30pm
Thursday

Community Coffee & Conversation 9-11am

ERVFD Runs Call Out Report, March 1 - 20,2025

wRVEy,
Kt
;ggy EEEE BEEE] . of %
- Mar 1 EMS Embarrass
” - : Mar 3 EMS Embarrass
Mar 3 EMS Embarrass
Mar 10 EMS Waasa
Mar 15 EMS Embarrass**
Mar 17 EMS Embarrass
Mar 20 Fire Embarrass

**ERVFD Unable to Respond
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Obituaries

Elizabeth E. Nikkinen, 78

Elizabeth E. Nikkinen, 78, of Aurora, formerly of Virginia and
Ely, passed away on March 8, 2025, at Essentia Health -
Virginia. A memorial service was held on March 20 at
Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Virginia with Pastor Marion
Rova officiating. Burial was in the Ely Cemetery.

Elizabeth was born on April 11, 1946, in Ely, to Tauno and Ruth
Martin Nikkinen and attended school there. Elizabeth enjoyed
spending time with her family and watching TV.

Survivors include nieces, Lori (Steve) Ekman of Lakeland and
Debbie Bodine of Virginia; nephew, Mark (Mary) Bodine of
Babbitt; cousins, Shelby Sorbye and Darrell Nikkinen, both of
Florida, Leonard Pete of Ely and Gail (Tom) Carlson of
Embarrass; great-nieces, Kristina (Sean) Peyla and family, Erika
Ekman, Samantha (Luke) O’Neil, Kelly (Jonathen) Norton and
Kari Bodine; and great-nephew, Andrew (Tayler) Ekman.

She was preceded in death by her parents; and sister, Paulette
Bodine.

Lawrence J. A. Kupka, 83

Lawrence "Larry" James Addison Kupka, 83, of Embarrass,
passed away on March 8, 2025, at New Perspective Senior
Living in Barnum, with his family by his side. Graveside
services will be held on June 20 at Argo Cemetery in Babbit.
Pastor Christine Forsythe will officiate.

Larry was born to Lawrence and Elizabeth Andrus Kupka on
Sept. 2, 1941, in Duluth, and grew up on the family farm in
Meadowlands. He graduated from Toivola-Meadowlands High
School in 1960, where he was active in football, baseball, track
and field, and the Future Farmers of America (FFA). He then
attended Hibbing Community College where he graduated
with an Associate in Arts (AA) degree in 1962.

Larry dreamed of becoming a high school math teacher and
attended the University of Minnesota-Duluth in this quest.
Unfortunately, Larry was called back to Meadowlands to save
the family farm a few short months before his graduation.
Larry was hired to work at Reserve Mining Company in Babbitt
in 1966 and served as a production truck driver until the
company's closure in 1982.

Larry was united in marriage to the love of his life, Barbara
Burton, on Feb. 13, 1971, at the Assembly of God Church in
Babbitt, and they made their home in Embarrass, where they
lived throughout their union. They were blessed with three
children during this time - Christine, Lance and Heather.

During the lean times of the 1980s mining recession,
Larry did whatever he could to provide for his family. He
worked from dawn to dark in the timber industry,
grooming the area's first snowmobile trails, and on the
assembly line at Tire Cycle. However, Larry was never too

tired to ask his daughters about their days or play catch with
his son.

Larry was hired at Hibbing Taconite Company (HTC) in April
1989. He served as a proud member of crew "D" until his
retirement in September 2011. Larry formed many valuable
friendships during his time at HTC. On the day of his
retirement, production at HTC was completely stopped for the
first time in its history to celebrate his tenure.

Larry recognized the importance of education and closely
monitored his children's progress in school. He was incredibly
proud that all three of his children became teachers and
earned multiple advanced college degrees.

Larry was a jack of all trades. Instead of hiring someone else,
he completed any electrical, plumbing, or renovation needed
at the house. Larry fixed anything mechanical whenever it
broke down. Larry loved to hunt and fish throughout his life.
He forgot more about deer hunting than most people
remember. Rarely did Larry complete a deer season without
putting venison in the freezer.

Larry was a small man in stature but had a huge heart,
especially when it came to his family. He coached his children
in many of their sports and rarely missed any of their games,
concerts, etc. When Larry's grandchildren were born, he
beamed with pride. He moved mountains to ensure he
attended all of their important events.

After the death of his sister Katherine, Larry served as a
surrogate father to her children, Lori, Sharon, Sandy and Alan.
Dressed in a powder blue tuxedo, his face swelled with pride
as he walked Sharon down the aisle on her wedding day.

Larry is survived by his daughter, Chris (Scott) Hautala of
Hibbing; son, Lance (Katherine) of Hibbing; daughter, Heather
(Joe) Tomczak of Eveleth; grandchildren, Nicholas Tiedeman,
Lindsey (Aaron) Hallam, Allyson Hautala, John (Leah) Tomczak,
AnnMarie Kupka and Olivia Tomczak; great-grandchildren,
James Hallam, Henry Hallam and Hayden Lorance Tomczak;
sisters, Linda (Gary) Typpo and Margaret (Harold) Janke;
sister-in-law, Bonnie Olson and her daughters Connie Olson
and Shanon (Keith) Urbanski; nieces, Sharon (Gary) Libal and
Sandy (Gary) Lemke; sister-in-law, Beverly (Jonathan) Hill; and
many other extended family members.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Barbara; parents,
Lawrence and Elizabeth; sisters, Katherine, Alice, Carol and
Shirley; niece, Lori Sannes; and nephew, Allen Sannes.

Floyd J. Littler, 93

Floyd James Littler, 93, of Babbitt, passed away peacefully
after a brief illness, on Feb. 23, 2025, surrounded by his family
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth. A celebration of life service
was held on March 1 at First Presbyterian Church in Ely, with
Pastor Corey Larsen officiating. Burial will take place at the
Argo Cemetery in Babbitt in May.



Floyd was born on July 9, 1931, in Cass Lake, to John and
Gladys Clapp Littler. Floyd grew up on the farm with his 10
siblings. As a teenager, Floyd worked on the farm and in the
woods with his dad. He went to school at the little
schoolhouse near his home.

As a young man, Floyd met the love of his life, Donna Marie
Church. They married on May 10, 1952. Floyd joined the U.S.
Army not long after they married. After basic training, Floyd
was stationed in Boston with Donna and baby Keith soon
joining him.

Once Floyd'’s time in the service was up, they returned to Cass
Lake. Floyd and Donna moved to Babbitt in 1955, where they
added two more children to their family. Floyd worked at
Reserve Mining Company as an electrician apprentice and
then later as an electrician until its closing in July 1986. Floyd
then worked at LTV as a boiler operator until his retirement in
1996. As a retiree, Floyd filled his time helping in his son Karl’s
business and working in his garden. He had a green thumb and
the bounty he harvested was truth to that.

Floyd was one of the kindest, gentlest men you could ever
meet. He had a good sense of humor, he was honest, and loyal
to a fault. His family meant everything to him, and he meant
everything to his family. He came from a generation of hard-
working men; his work ethic was unmatched. In all his work
history, Floyd missed one day of work and that was for his
dad’s funeral in 1969. He was so patient and always ready to
lend a helping hand. Floyd was so supportive of everyone in
his family, and he was their biggest champion.

Floyd is survived by his son, Karl (Kathy) Littler; daughter,
Diane (Orrin) Johannessohn; sisters, Charlotte (Burdette
Peterson) Jackson and Gladys Jensen; brother, Clifford Littler;
11 grandchildren, Kate (Doug) VanVickle, Mariah (Jose) Solis,
Matt (Bekah) Littler, Andy (Michelle) Littler, Jake Littler, Kayla
(Matt) Djonne, Stacie (Josh Biegler) Littler, Wes Johannessohn,
Arthur (Katie) Johannessohn, Melina Johannessohn and James
(April) Johannessohn; 17 great-grandchildren, Taylor, Madi,
Caleb, Hannah, Ronan, Sofia, Onyx, Lily, Isaiah, Ella, Jayden, Eli,
Josh, Jessa, Nora, Lilah and Noah; and several nieces, nephews
and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 67 years, Donna
Littler; son, Keith Littler; granddaughter, Jessica Littler;
parents; sisters, Bernice Tardy, Beatrice Kolkin, Vera Cooper
and Vona Tardy, and brothers, Roy Littler, Vernon Littler and
Johnny Littler.

Arnold W. Niemi, 86

Arnold William “Arnie” Niemi, 86, of Virginia, died on Feb. 16,
2025, in his home, surrounded by family. A memorial service
was held on Feb. 24 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Virginia, with
Pastor Brad Felix officiating.

He was born on Oct. 23, 1938, in Biwabik, the son of Sulo and
Dagmar Huhtala Niemi. He was raised in Pike River and was a
graduate of Embarrass High School. Arnie married Judy Kober

on Oct. 21, 1961, in Trinity Lutheran Church in Virginia. The
couple lived in Pike River until moving to Virginia in 1962.
Arnie was employed as a driver for Aluni Distributing, and as a
track boss for US Steel-Minntac. He got laid off and attended
the Eveleth Vo-Tech for auto mechanics in his mid-life; he was
employed as a car salesman for Waschke-Williams, Iron Trail
Motors, Security Service, Phillips Chevrolet and 2nd Avenue
Auto. Arnie also shared his time and talents with the DAC in
Eveleth.

Arnie was a lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church and
the longtime Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and a
longtime member of the East Range Vintage Auto Club. Arnie
loved all things about cars and had amassed a collection of
over 400 die-cast cars. He also wore Christian ties to church
every Sunday. Arnie was always in attendance at his children’s
and grandchildren’s school concerts, functions and activities.
He will be remembered as a quiet, kind man of few words and
much wisdom. He will be greatly missed.

Arnie is survived by his loving wife and best friend of 63 years,
Judy; daughter, Tammy Sederlund of Virginia; son, Todd Niemi
of Superior; grandchildren, Andrew (Danielle Hoppe)
Sederlund of Plymouth, Stephanie (Adam) Smith of Chicago,
Kaylie Niemi of Moorhead and Rachel Niemi of Rochester,
N.Y.; a great-granddaughter on the way; extended family and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings, Eileen
Payne, Edith Hietala and Edmund Niemi; son-in-law, Tony
Sederlund; and brother-in-law, Gary Kober.

Lorna M. Scuffy, 87

Lorna Mayrene Scuffy, 87, passed away peacefully with her
family by her side on Feb. 21, 2025, at Heritage Manor in
Chisholm. Her family would like to extend their heartfelt
gratitude to the compassionate staff at Heritage Manor for
their kindness and care, as well as to Fairview Hospice for their
support in her final days. A funeral service was held on Feb. 26
at Ziemer-Moeglein-Shatava Funeral Home in Gilbert, with
Pastor Charles Barnes officiating. Committal was in the Gilbert
Cemetery.

Lorna was born on July 12, 1937, at the Biwabik Hospital, to
George and Helia Rantala Salo. She grew up on the family farm
in Embarrass alongside her sister Arlene and later her brother
Darwin. She often reminisced about her childhood, cherishing
memories of her mother’s Finnish cardamom bread and her
father’s favorite sayings, like “bury the hatchet.” A graduate of
Embarrass High School, Lorna married Alvin Scuffy on Oct. 20,
1956, and together they welcomed their beloved daughter,
Sheila, her “Bird,” as she lovingly called her.

Lorna was a hardworking and meticulous homemaker,
dedicating 13 years to Cluett and Peabody Shirt Factory in
Virginia. She took great pride in keeping an immaculate home,
sewing Sheila’s dance recital outfits with precision, and
striving for perfection in everything she did. Her upbringing on



the farm instilled in her an unshakable work ethic, grit, and
determination. She embodied the Finnish spirit of sisu, a deep
resilience and perseverance that she carried with pride.

A true social butterfly, Lorna had a gift for storytelling and
making people laugh. Her stubborn, blunt, and
unapologetically direct nature made her unforgettable -
everyone who met her loved her, and no one ever forgot her.

Though she had only one child, Lorna’s greatest joy was being
a proud grandmother to eleven grandchildren and thirteen
great-grandchildren, with one more on the way. Lorna was
one of a kind - spirited, strong-willed, and full of love. She will
be deeply missed and forever remembered.

She is survived by her daughter, Sheila (Jon) Wagner; brother,
Darwin (Denise) Salo; nieces, Carrie Peterlin and Dierdre
(David) Jacques; nephew, Bradley (Brianna) Salo;
grandchildren, Jeremy (Crystal) Wagner, Sharra (Luke)
Wagner, Joelle (Matt) Somero, Cassandra (Jonah) Liubakka,
Collin (Paige) Wagner, Benjamin Wagner, Tessa (Elyse)
Wagner, Nathaniel (Michelle) Wagner, Michael Wagner,
Julianna Wagner and Amelia Wagner; great-grandchildren,
Andrew, Gabe, Willa and Wes Somero, Aija and Grayson
Liubakka, Emery, Stella and Will Wagner, George, Emmett and
Jack Wagner, and Vaughn Wagner; as well as numerous great-
nephews, cousins, and a host of dear friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 46 years,
Alvin; parents, George and Helia Salo; and sister and
brother-in-law, Arlene and Rich Peterlin.

Bruce (Mooser) John Monson

Mooser passed away on Sunday, March
16th, 2025, at his home in Moorecroft, WY
ﬁ with his wife Renae by his side. Bruce was

| born on November 1st, 1960, to John and
I  Patty Monson. He went to college in
Hibbing, MN, then relocated to Wyoming. He worked as a
welder working in construction for over 40 years. Throughout
his life, Bruce enjoyed fishing, camping, hunting, making metal
art and socializing with friends. He was a jack of all trades.
Bruce made friends very easily and over the years he made
them everywhere he went.

Bruce is survived by his wife Renae, his parents John and
Patty, his son Vernon (JoVina) and grandchildren. Brothers:
Joel (Billy Jean), Jim (Donna), sister Kim, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his brother Terry, and many
beloved family members.

Bruce enjoyed spending his time tinkering in his garage, so a
gathering of family and friends will be held at the Myers
garage, 7182 Dallas Rd, Embarrass from 1pm to 4 pm on
Saturday, April 19th.

Kirsten Knuti Shultz

Kristen Knuti Shultz, 57, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, March 9, 2025,
surrounded by her family, after a courageous
fight against cancer.

MR N Born on November 19, 1967, in Berwyn, IL,
Kirsten grew up in Glencoe, IL and attended New Trier High
School, where she played the trumpet in the orchestra and
jazz bands. She also performed in her brother Erik’s rock band,
The Cymbals.

Her love for Minnesota led her to the University of Minnesota
Duluth, where she earned a degree in history, continued music
in college, and most importantly it was at UMD that she met
Matt, the love of her life.

After college graduation, Kirsten and Matt settled in Wayzata,
but their deep connection to the North Shore of Lake Superior
eventually drew them back. They built their dream home in
the woods overlooking the lake, embracing the beauty and
serenity of the area.

Kirsten worked as a paralegal her entire career. She loved her
job and was sad having to retire early due to illness. She was
passionate about health and fitness; an avid skier, sun lover,
horseback rider, full and half-marathon runner, and, above all,
a devoted hiker and walker. She was sure to get the dogs out
morning and night for a brisk 3-mile walk.

She and Matt welcomed sons, Bridger in 2001 and Wyatt in
2003. Both inherited Kirsten’s passion for physical fitness, love
of the outdoors, and a deep appreciation for horses. Though
Kirsten was dedicated to her career, her greatest joy was time
spent with family and friends.

Kirsten was first diagnosed with cancer in 2014. She did not let
cancer define her and she refused to let it interfere with her
activities or spending time with those she loved. Kirsten was
fierce in her pursuit of living and showed many of us that
having a strong mind could push a person through most
things. As her cancer made “normal” life more difficult,
especially towards the end, walking and lifting weights
remained her sanctuary, as she continued to put one foot in
front of the other with Jasmine by her side; embodying the
same will and resilience that carried her through marathons.
Her positive attitude said she would beat it again, no questions
asked.

Kirsten is preceded in death by her brother Erik.

Kirsten is survived by her loving husband of 31+ years, Matt;
sons, Bridger and Wyatt; sister, Ingrid Spirito (Chris); brother
Ethan (Marina); loving parents Paul and Carol, many extended
family, and her four-legged walking partner, Jasmine.

The funeral service will be held at 11am on Friday, April 25,
2025, at the Embarrass Evangelical Free Church, 5606 E Taylor
Road, Embarrass, MN 55732. A private interment, attendance
of family only, will be at Forest Hill Cemetery where Kirsten will
be laid to rest next to her brother Erik.



SAVE SO MUCH, YOU'LL
CALL THIS A PIGGY TAN
P e S T MY
Before you renew a propane contract with
your current provider, compare pricing and
give us a call. We're local, we're honest, we're
the right way to buy propane

877-388-1744 | superiorfuelcompany.com

%

BN CL T SUPERIOR
per year! FUEL COMPANY

You have our name on it

- ZUp
'NORTH
REALTY

Making DREAMS a REALITY!

Looking to buy or sell in
Minnesota?

Trust the experts al z’Up North
Realty! With over 9o years of
combined real estate experience.
our dedicated agents know how
to find your perfect property or
get top dollar for your sale.

Let us guide you home—-z'Up
North Realty. where experience
meels resulls!

Rams =

Ely (218) 365-8822 | Babbitt (218) 827-2288 | Aurora (218) 220-8888
Tower (218) 606-2008 | Virginia (218) 288-5028
infoazupnorth.com [ www.zapnorth.com

Heather's Home Goods

Embarrass, Minnesota

<

Facebook: @heathershomegoodsembarrassmn

Organic Chicken Eggs, Jams, Jellies,
Pickles, Salsa, Seasonal Produce, Microwave
Bowl Cozies, Rice Packs, Baby Items, & More.

Heather Mahoney (218) 235-8917
heathershomegoods@outlook.com

See you at the Embarrass Region Fair!

Thinking of
Buying or Selling?

Call Julia Maki

Call/Text: 218-780-0315

Sellers:
Free Market Analysis & Marketing Plans
Drone and 3D Virtual Tours

Buyers:
Professional help in finding and buying
that perfect property

: B.l1.C. REALTY

Julia Maki, Realtor
it )

Owner/Team Lead
julia@bicrealty.com
Brokered 6y eXp Reafty

www.bicrealty.com

Servicing the Iron Range to the
Canadian border!




Trapline Convenience Store

4897 Hwy 21 - - - 218-984-2962
Monday Saturday 8am-10 pm, Sunday 11 am-6 pm

GROCERIES:
Milk,Eggs

Bread, Butter

I - Italian Bakery

---lots more!

SNACKS:
Pop, Juice
Energy Drinks
Candy, Chips

READY TO GO:
Sandwiches
Ice
Coffee

Trapline Liquor
4897 Hwy 21
218-984-BYOB (2962)

traplineliquor@outlook.com

Pov’t limit happy to an hour

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm
Sunday 11 am—6 pm

| 5\
'y
Come see us for your
Celebration Needs!

ATM
Lottery OTHER:
Cigarettes Cleaning Supplies
Tobacco Products Baking/Cooking
DNR Licenses Items
Landfill Cards Toilet Paper
Misc Personal
FROZEN ITEMS: Care
Ice Cream Some Auto Fluids
Pizzas

/ Alterations & Creations \

| can fix just about anything. Most
sewing fixes take little time, so come
by and have a cup of coffee while I fix
it or just drop it off and I'll have it
returned to you quickly.

My Prices are redsonable!
Costumes, Dresses, Formals &
Quilts Made to order! Call me
for all your sewing needs.

Please contact me if you are

interested in leo\rning how to sew!
Robin Laulunen/218 404-9488




DaN EHMaN [LaNdScapiNg
. Delivering professional landscape services to
® SOddIng Embarrass and surrounding areas. 50+ years of
® Gradlng experience.
e Bobcat Work
e Custom Landscape
Dan Ehman danehmanlandscaping.com
612 222-4779 danehmanlandscaping@gmail.com
Embarrass Transfer Station POSTA L ”E ws
i 1530 KoskiRd o @ N e s e
\w} Embarrass, MN W & POSTAL SERVICE »
) Embarrass MN Post Office
Hours of Operation 4878 Hwy 218-984-3027
Thursday Pickup/Retail Hours:
10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 7:00am-11:00am
Saturday Saturday 7:00am-9:00am
Lobby is open 24 hours for those with post office
12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m boxes at this location

Advertise Your Business Here
% Page =$10 % Page = $20
Full Page = $40
To place an ad in the Flying Finn Monthly Newsletter, write to:
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd Embarrass MN 55732

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
or contact the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984- 2084

The Flying Finn welcomes any and all announcements
290"0877 regarding community events or groups. All items submitted
must be approved by the Town of Embarrass governing
OR board. Neither the Town of Embarrass nor the Flying Finn
necessarily endorse the viewpoints or ideology of these
984—821 5 groups or their events. The Town of Embarrass reserves the
_ E—— — right to publish or not publish any or all letters to the editor
- . ) — ::' & including submitted materials.

’/ Flying Finn Subscription Renewal and/or Gift Subscription - $20/Year \
I Initial Subscription I:l Renewal Subscription I:l Gift Subscription I:l :
I Name/address of person to receive the newsletter I
| Check this box if you I
I would like to be notified I
I when the gift subscription I
I has expired. I
I Name of Gift Giver l
| Please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to '
\ 7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 55732 ,

/4

---------------------------------_,
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Pancake Breakfast

Let's show appreciation to our local
fire department during the next
Pancake Breakfast!

April 5th from 8am to 11 am

Adults $7, children (6-10 years) $4,
5 and under are FREE.

Easter Egg-stravaganza!

Hop on over for some spectacular
spring fun!

April 12 from llam - lpm

After the amazing turn out last year
we will have an even bigger egg hunt,
cake walk, games, petting zoo and
more!

Fair Planning Meeting

Join us for the next fair planning
meeting on

We are still in need of event
coordinators for the Mud Run

(including a SXS event this vear)
and Little Miss Embarrass

Pancake Breakfast

Let's celebrate the hard working
teachers during the last Pancake
Breakfast of the season!

May 3rd from 8am to 1l am

Adults $7, children (6-10 years) $4,
5 and under are FREE.

May Blood Drive
Saturday, May 3rd

Sign up online:
www.mbcherohub.club/donor/
schedules/drive _schedule/74237

For gquestions contact Bonnie Overton
by phone at (218) 780-3058, or by
email at bonnie_overtoni@yahoo.com

ERDAC Drive

The East Range DAC will be doing a
collection of used towels, blankets,
and sheets!

May 3rd from Sam to 11l amn

These recycled fabrics are used to
make rags, hand-loomed rag rugs,
purses, dog toys and more.

Timber Hall Event Center - 4855 Hwy 21 - Embarrass, MN

Email info@embarrassria.org to get involved with planning or collaborating on events
For the latest meeting minutes, visit our website at www.embarrassria org/about





