Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
August 5, 2015

Present:  Gene Wright, Phil Hebl, Zane Beaton, Diane Nelmark
Visitors:  Bob Manzoline (Mesabi Trail Group), John & Jean Akkanen, Roland Fowler, Pam Zahn
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
July Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Phil, Second by Zane to approve July 1, 2015 minutes.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve the July Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 3-0.
Old Business:
Bob Manzoline presented a written copy of all the comments and responses from the August 3 Mesabi Bike Trail Community Information Meeting.  Additional comments were received by the township following the meeting and were read to the board.  Mesabi Trail Group will run the costs of the trail option that was suggested at the Monday meeting (going North of the snowmobile trail across the WMA.)  They will also send notices to residents who live along Hwy 21 as the most popular trail option from the August 3 meeting was following Palo Tia all the way to Hwy 21 and then to “Lamppa’s Corner”.  Funding will be in place to construct the trail to Lamppa’s Corner in 2017.  The next piece of the route will be planned from Lamppa’s Corner to Wahlsten Corner (Hwy 26/135).
Brushing work done on Pylka Rd looks great.  If future brushing is needed on other roads, the board will look having brushing bid as a “job” instead of by the hour.
New Business:
Roland Fowler attended the meeting on behalf of the Embarrass Region Fair Association to request assistance from township employees to setup and cleanup before/after the fair.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to have two workers assist the fair on August 17 (full day), August 18 (half day) and August 31 (full day).  Carried 3-0.
Maintenance employees will be asked to inventory the number of picnic tables to be replaced by the May 1, 2016 so the new ones can be ready for the summer season (campground and other locations).
Clerk requested a projector be purchased for the Town Hall.  Renters have asked periodically if one is available, and the projector could be used for election judge training and meetings of the township.  Motion by Phil, Second by Zane to allow the clerk to purchase a projector at a cost of up to $400.  Carried 3-0.
A cellphone booster was proposed for the town hall to improve cell phone reception at the hall.  Prices of boosters will be presented at the September meeting.
Reports:
Maintenance:  Zane presented a list of projects that have been completed by the maintenance employees as well as the projects that are upcoming.  Gene discussed a meeting he had with maintenance employees in July.  The board requested that maintenance employees provide a list of tools they want to have in the tool box in the GMC truck – the board will review the list in September.
Roads:  All roads were graveled (648 yards of gravel were required).  The Hanka-Nevala Road project was completed, increasing the height of a portion of the road by 3”.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to pay C&C Winger’s bill when it arrives rather than waiting until September 2, 2015.  Carried 3-0.
Tours/Weather Center:  A “Welcome Visitors” sign will be placed on the Weather Center so guests know the building is open to visitors.  Roland Fowler mentioned that a weather box has been found in Ely that will be brought to Embarrass to replace the damaged one that was discussed at the annual meeting.  A “Tours” sign is needed at the Information Center so visitors know that tours are given at that location.  The board approved the clerk placing a sign so it’s visible to everyone. 
Campground:  Caretaker was out for a portion of July.  There was an issue with someone setting off fireworks on July 4.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to add a Rule #11 (No Fireworks Allowed at Campground).  Carried 3-0.   At the September meeting, the board will discuss forming an ordinance that fireworks not be allowed on any township property.  There have been issues with one of the shower doors being accidentally locked.  Options were discussed.  Motion by Zane, Second by Phil to place “Vacant/Occupied” deadbolts on the shower house doors and replace the current handles with non-locking ones.  Carried 2-1.
Correspondence:  A CD at Northern State Bank will mature on August 21, 2015.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to allow the Northern State Bank CD to renew automatically.  Carried 3-0.  Various other correspondence read and filed.
Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 15164-15190: $7,082.10, Payroll $5,825.51).  Carried 3-0.
Other items:  The ball field fence at the Little League Field will be completed by the fair.  Water heaters at the town hall and campground aren’t working and will be looked at on Thursday (8/6/15).  Diane will be out of the office the week of August 10.  The board discussed a few complaints that have been received about the Embarrass connection to the Prospectors Trail that is planned along Hanka-Nevala Rd.
Upcoming meetings:  September 2, 2015 (Mesabi Trail Route, Fireworks Ordinance, 2nd & 3rd Quarter Audit, Campground Rules)
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
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Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
