Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
December 2, 2015

Present:  Gene Wright, Zane Beaton, Phil Hebl, Diane Nelmark, Roberta Pike
Visitor: Bob Manzoline, Jason Chopp, Paul Knuti
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
November Meeting Minutes and Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve minutes of November 2015 Meeting minutes.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve the November 2015 Treasurer’s Report, pending future audit.  Carried 3-0.
Reports:
Maintenance:  Split & hauled wood, worked on the toilet in the mens room at the town hall (it will need to be replaced), removed trees from cemetery road and bike trail, placed flags at cemetery for ice candles, assisted with digging a grave at the cemetery, burned a brush pile at the park and preformed other maintenance tasks as needed.  Received estimates for a new toilet for the town hall, board agreed to have Zane choose which one to order.
Roads:  All roads are in good shape.  Grading is done for the season – comments about the nice job done by Grader Operator Dennis Constant.  No gravel was placed on the Nelimark driveway at this time, it will be looked at again in the spring.
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to approve Claims & Payroll.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to pay Biss Repair Bill for file cabinet lock replacement (bill had not been included in claims).  Carried 3-0.  Correspondence was read and filed.
Old Business:
Bob Manzoline (Mesabi Trail Group) and Jason Chopp (SEH) discussed issues that have arisen with the bike route in/around the Wildlife Management Area.  They researched Lane 51 records (the old road that went through the rice paddies up the hill towards Aurora), but have found that no records are currently available regarding the existence/history of the road.  They will continue to work with St. Louis County on finding these records.  Beavers have been trapped and the lodges cleared from the route area.  They have also found that there may be wetlands issues because the road hasn’t been maintained since the 1960s.  The water/peat depth is being analyzed to see if wetlands issues could arise.  Borings will be done in the next few weeks to see if boardwalk piers are possible.  If the peat level is too deep, other route options may need to be discussed.  $1.2 million has been requested to complete the project and the trail group should know by May if the funding was approved.
Resolution 2015-03 Requesting St. Louis County Approval of ATV Trail Route and Use of County Roads was passed by a vote of 3-0 on a Motion by Phil Hebl with Zane Beaton Supporting.  (A copy of the resolution is available in the Clerk’s Office – outlining the entire route approved.)
Estimates were obtained for the brushing of Hanka-Nevala and Laitinen Roads from C&C Winger ($13,075) and Arrowhead Brushing ($3,000).  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to hire Arrowhead Brushing to brush Laitinen and Hanka Nevala Rd, with brushing to be completed by April 1, 2016.  Carried 3-0.  Other roads will be looked at in the spring.
Gene talked to Matt Favet regarding repairs needed at the Pyhala Homestead.  Matt will provide an estimate to replace the floor joists in the house, but won’t even look at the upper levels of the house until joist work is complete due to the condition of the joists.  Matt suggested the board hire a grant writer to look for funding available to complete renovations.
New Business:
Two of the 24”x24” lights are needed in the town hall.  There are currently 5 lights of that size, but two aren’t working.  Aurora Electric gave verbal estimates of the cost of replacing all 5 lights with LED’s to reduce energy consumption and have them all be the same.  Aurora Electric still needs to complete installation of one receptacle in the maintenance office and the heater in the shower house.  The board decided to hold off on replacing the lights until a proper written estimate can be received and the other two projects are completed.  Two outdoor LED lights have been ordered for the town hall (one for the ramp entrance at the front of the hall, the other for the playground entrance on the back side by the clerk’s office).  Both of these lights are dusk-to-dawn lights, like the ones installed on the south ramp entrance and at the information center.
Due to the warm weather, we have been unable to make ice candles for a few weeks.  Approximately 200 were made over Thanksgiving weekend and in the following few days (Clerk’s Note…as of 12/8/15, these candles were no longer usable).  Other options discussed in case the weather doesn’t get cold enough to freeze more candles were using luminary bags (with sand and tea lights) or glass canning jars with tea lights or votive candles (some community members have stated they have jars they would borrow to the township for this purpose if necessary).  Volunteers are still needed for the Candle Event. (Gene, Mary Novak & Diane will all be available, and a couple of community members have agreed to come help).
A group of local residents would like to use the town hall for a quilting class through Community Education and asked if the hall rental fee could be waived (as was done in the past) because of its connection to Community Ed.  The class will be limited to 10-12 people per session.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to waive the hall rental fee for the Community Ed Quilting Class.  Carried 3-0.  More details and a schedule of classes will be posted in the Flying Finn when they are available.
Dave Ferrian has agreed to fill in when Alvin is on leave in January.  Zane will work with him on the schedule.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The January meeting was rescheduled in November and will be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
