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Neli Open 
Th-Sa, 10-4 

 
Farmers Market 

Oct 4 and 18, 3-5 p.m. 
 
 

Saturday                      October 5 
 
 

 

Happy Halloween 
 

Ice Candle Orders Due by 11/1/24 - See page 5 for order form. 
 
 

Town Board Meetings: October 9 & 23, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please submit materials for the November 2024 issue to the Embarrass Clerk’s Office 
by October 22, 2024. Office Hours Monday-Thursday 10 a.m-3 p.m. 
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OCTOBER 2024 
Town Hall Events 

  1 
 
Office Closed 
for Training 

2 
 
 
 
Bookmobile 
5-6 Four 
Corners 

3 
 
Conversation
al Finn 1-2:30 

4 

 
4 Corners 4-H 
4 p.m. 
 

5 
 
Town Hall 
Rental 

6 
 

7 8 
 
Ladies Coffee 

9 
 
 
Township 
Board 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

10 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

11 12 

13 
 

14 15 
 
Ladies Coffee 

16 17 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

18 19 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
Sisu Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

22 
 
Ladies Coffee 
 
Flying Finn 
Deadline 

23 
 
Second 
Township 
Board 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

24 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 
 
Ladies Coffee 

30 31 
Happy 
Halloween!!! 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, 
or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. 

Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets 
that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any 
letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. 

Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Meeting 
August 28, 2024 

PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary 
Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: None 

LaMar calls meeting to order at 6: 01 p.m. with The Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Motion LaMar, Second Lee to accept the August 14th 
minutes. Carried 3-0. 

Treasurer’s Report and finances discussed. Lee would like 
to work towards the goal of having a year and a half of 
operating expenses in savings. Motion LaMar, Second 
Garman to approve the Treasurer Report. Carried 3-0. 

Campground did well over the fair weekend as well as the 
overflow area. 

Road Report by Garman. The county graded the roads. 
Culvert and rock removal report given to supervisors to 
look over. 

Lee mentions Embarrass Market has done very well at the 
Visitor Center. 

Lee mentions the opportunities for Campground and trails 
grants that are available and would like the supervisors to 
read the information booklet. 

Flying Finn invoices sent have been questioned. Clerk 
asking for clarification on what exactly is to be invoiced for. 
Lee motions, Second Garman, to uphold policy on past 
motion for all ads, events, and minutes from organizations, 
townships, businesses and personal, but there will be no 
charge for obituaries, church schedules and weather. 
Carried 3-0. 

Information/Visitor Center property discussed. Documents 
reviewed; discussion had. Information and documents on 
hand to be sent to St. Louis County Assessor’s Office. 
Motion LaMar, Second Garman, for Lee to contact attorney 
to inquire and get documents for the Visitor/Information 
Center property. Carried 3-0. 

Motion LaMar, Second Lee to approve the claims and 
correspondence. Carried 3-0. 

Motion Garman, Second Garman continue as we did last 
year to sell advertising in the ice and on boards. Carried 3-
0. LaMar will research the cost and move forward with 
advertisers. 

LaMar adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Boese 

October Clerk’s Corner 
Heritage Park & Campground will be closing September 30. 
A special thank you to Lori Worsham the Campground Host. 
Lori has really done an outstanding job and we look forward 
to Lori and her husband Roy coming back in 2025 season. 

Ice Candle Celebration will be held on December 14. Please 
make your orders asap. Look for candle order form inside 
this issue. Orders must be received by November 1 as we 
would like them marked before the snow covers the stones 
and the ground freezes. 

The General Election will be on November 5. Polls will be 
open from 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m., polling location is at the 
Embarrass Town Hall 7503 Levander Road, for Embarrass 
Township residents. GET OUT AND VOTE! Sample ballot 
is included in this issue. 

Reminder to go and pick up the planters and all other items 
that have been placed at the cemetery. All items must be 
removed by October 15. 

Enjoy this beautiful fall month. 

Jennifer Boese 

 
Diane Nelmark has decided to step down as the Flying Finn 
editor. I want to thank you, Diane for many years of 
dedication and all your hard work on the Flying Finn. You have 
done such an amazing job and have been wonderful to work 
with. You will be missed. - Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town 
Clerk   
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $10; 1/2 Page = $20; 
Full Page = $40 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or call the Embarrass Town Clerk 

at 984-2084. 

All items requested to be placed in the 
Flying Finn will be invoiced per 

Embarrass Township Board. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to The 
Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $22 for one year, payable to 
the Town of Embarrass, 7503 Levander 
Road, Embarrass, MN 55732. 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and on 
following pages. Neither the Town of 
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints or 
ideology of these groups or their events. 
The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any letter 
to the editor or submitted material. 

 

SISU Heritage 
Monthly Mtg 
September 2024 

Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Jon Salo, Cindy Scherer, Linda 
Koskela, Mickey White 

Guest: Paul Knuti, Bruce Sweeney 

August Minutes were moved by Mickey and accepted with 
two spelling corrections. 

August financial report was accepted and moved by Jon S., 
second Mickey W., MC. 

Membership: Mickey W. reported 140-33 lifetime (1 new 
lifetime) also new members at the Community Night Out. 

Correspondence from Flying Finn states, No Fee for posting 
church schedules or obituaries. SISU Heritage Inc. will be 
paying a monthly fee for posting minutes. 

Chairman, Marlin B. appointed Bruce Sweeney to fill out the 
term of resigning board member, Pat Heikkila. Welcome to 
the board Bruce! 

Announcement of a Zoom meeting of the MN. Historical 
Society on Sept. 27-28, 2024, to discuss and make grant 
recommendations. Board members can Zoom in. Paul K. 
had a conversation with Michael Koop who says there is No 
Need to restore the indoors of the house at the Seitaniemi 
Homestead. The cowbarn is more important to restore. 
Addressing the issue will be forthcoming. 

Feedback on Community Night Out: Great weather, good 
music, pie & chili, Embarrass Fair participation, an 
Awesome crowd size! 

Name of our raffle Winners: 

1st - 2 Swivel Deck Chair Rockers-Tara Hanka (Duluth) 

2nd - $100 Gas Card-Doris Kylmala (Embarrass)  

3rd - $50 L&M Gift Card-Diane Hakala (Virginia)  

4th - Floor to Ceiling Sauna Package-Pauline Nelson 

A cost of $200 will be allocated for Scarlet Stone, from 
Tower, MN to write a newsletter for SISU Heritage that 
highlights its summer events, Artisans Open House in Nov. 
& Dec., and articles on projects. 

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela  

The next meeting is Monday, October 21, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 
at the Embarrass Town Hall. Submitted by Secretary, Linda 
Koskela 
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NOTICE OF 2024 
STATE GENERAL ELECTION 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Notice is hereby given to the voters of St. Louis County, 
Minnesota, that a State General election will be held on 
Tuesday, November 5, 2024, in all election precincts within all 
cities, towns and unorganized areas of St. Louis County. Polling 
place hours will be from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with the 
exception of townships having a population of less than five 
hundred residents that have adopted a resolution establishing 
a later poll opening, but in all cases polling places will open no 
later than 10:00 a.m. (M.S. 204C.05). The following Federal, 
State, County, and Judicial offices will appear on the ballot: 

FEDERAL OFFICES 

President and Vice President 
One United States Senator 
One United States Representative, District 8 

STATE OFFICES 

State Representative Districts 3A, 3B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 11A 
(offices will appear on ballots only in their respective districts.) 

COUNTY OFFICES 

County Commissioner Districts 2, 3, 5, and 7 (offices will 
appear on ballots only in their respective districts). 

North Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors 
for Districts 2, 4 and 5 (offices will appear on ballots only in 
their respective districts). 

South Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors 
for Districts 1 and 4 (offices will appear on ballots only in 
their respective districts). 

JUDICIAL OFFICES 

Supreme Court Chief Justice - One (1) Seat 
Incumbent: Natalie E. Hudson 

Supreme Court Associate Justice - Two (2) Seats 
Seat 5 Incumbent: Anne McKeig 
Seat 6 Incumbent: Karl Procaccini 

Appeals Court Judge - Seven (7) Seats 
Seat 2 Incumbent: Jon Schmidt 
Seat 3 Incumbent: Sarah Wheelock 
Seat 4 Incumbent: Tracy Smith 
Seat 6 Incumbent: Renee L. Worke 
Seat 8 Incumbent: Keala Christian Ede 
Seat 12 Incumbent: Diane B. Bratvold 
Seat 14 Incumbent: Elise Larson 

District Court Judge - 6th Judicial District – Four (4) Seats 
Seat 5 Incumbent: Michelle M. Anderson 
Seat 6 Incumbent: none 
Seat 12 Incumbent: Nicole L. Hopps 
Seat 16 Incumbent: Jill A. Eichenwald 

NOTE: Local city, town, hospital, and school district 
offices/questions may also appear on ballots within their 
respective jurisdictions. 

NANCY J. NILSEN, COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER 

BY: Phil Chapman, Deputy Auditor / Elections Supervisor 

 

Pike Sandy Women's Club 
Thursday, October 3, 2024 – 7 p.m. 

 
Pike Town Hall 

 
The topic of discussion will be the disbanding of 
the 80-year-old Club due to the lack of 
membership and age of membership support 
from previous years.  Any person or group in the 
area that would be interested in holding the local 
Halloween Carnival, please come to the October 
3 meeting.  Many of the club’s games would be 
made available for use. All further assets of the 
Club will also be decided upon at this meeting. 
For more information, please call Lynne Stuckey 
at 218-410-0167. 
 
The Women's Club has been Thankful to have 
been able to serve our community and the 
communities surrounding us! 
 

 
FARMERS MARKET 

FRIDAYS - OCTOBER 4 and 18 

3-5 P.M. 

Embarrass Visitor Center 

Local grown produce 
and handmade goods. 

Contact Nicole Schroeder, 
218-290-1479. 
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ICE CANDLE ORDER FORM 

$4.00 per Ice Candle 

MUST HAVE ORDERS IN BY NOVEMBER 1 

 

Name of Loved One # of Candles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass MN 55732 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FLYING FINN SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 
AND / OR SUBSCRIPTION GIFT 

 
Please check the appropriate box 

 
SUBSCRIPTION  RENEWAL  GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 

       
 
Subscriber Name:    Gift is from: 
____________________________  ________________________________ 
 
Address:     *Let us know if you want to be notified when 
____________________________  the gift subscription needs to be renewed. 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
Please make check payable to Embarrass Township and mail to 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass MN 55732 
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Waasa Township 

Regular Meeting 

August 7, 2024 
Board Members Present: Eric Pulkinen, Steve Sipola, 
Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson; Visitors: none 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice 
Chair Steve Sipola and was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Eric moved to approve the July 
10, 2024 meeting minutes after a clarification was 
made on a motion. Steve supported. Carried (2-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: July receipts were: State of MN 
(Township Aid) $713.50 and St. Louis County (tax 
apportion.) $6,342.30. Disbursements were 
$34,654.00. Eric approved the Treasurer’s report with 
Steve supporting. Carried (2-0). Eric motioned to 
transfer $2000.00 from Building Fund to General 
Fund. Supported by Steve. Carried (2-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Steve moved to approve 
payment of the bills listed below plus payroll and 
PERA with support from Eric. Carried (2-0). 

Claims: 

 Blomberg’s, $20.01, Gasoline for Mowing Hall 
 Brother’s Lawn Service, $860.00, Cemetery Lawn 

Care—Mowed 2X 
 Daugherty, Kim, $47.30, Mileage Reimb. To Head 

Judge Election Training 

 Embarrass Township, $138.80, Printing Training 
Guides, PowerPoint & F. Finn Mins. 

 Gibson, Sandra, $154.32, Mileage Reimb. 2X, 
Election Groceries & O. Supplies 

 Lake Country Power, $86.35, Automatic 
Payment—Made on 5/30/24 

 Menard’s, $38.74, Wall Lamp for Elections 
 PERA, $113.26, Board Members 
 Rock, Snow & Fire, $2,400.00, Deliver & Install 

Rip Rap (Niemi Rd.)&Skarp Rd. Culvert 
 Sipola, Steve, $19.43, Mileage Reimb: Road 

Inspection 

Road Report: Steve will call SLC to check on the 
culvert on Koskela Road. Appaloosa Road is washed 
out on both sides and a grading will be ordered. Rip 
Rap has been added to the creek at the end of Niemi 
Road to prevent flooding and give the culverts better 
flowage. A new culvert will be installed on Skarp 
Road before winter. A trapper has been hired to take 
care of the beaver problem on Skarp. 

Cemetery: A burial of cremains is pending on the Ken 
Lee lot. 

Old Business: The Primary Election is August 13 and 
filing period for local offices ends the same day at 5 
p.m. 

New Business: The resolution allowing officers to be 
election judges was approved and filed. 

Correspondence: Mail was read and filed. 

Adjournment: Steve moved to close the meeting at 
8:02 p.m. and was supported by Eric. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town 
Clerk, Steve Sipola, Waasa Vice Board Chair 
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ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

October 2 and 23 (5-6 p.m.) 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
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Please contact me if you are interested in 
learning how to sew! 

Robin Laulunen / 218-404-9488 
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Corrections: There were errors in the spacing of the following obituaries in September: We apologize for any confusion 
Joyce H. Peuranen, 89 

Joyce Helga "Joy" Hill Peuranen, 89, a lifelong resident of 
Vermilion Lake Township, was called home by our Lord on Aug. 
5, 2024, surrounded by her precious family. A private family 
service was held. Burial was at the Vermilion Lake Cemetery.  

Joyce "Joy" was born on Feb. 23, 1935, to Helen and Charles 
"Charlie" Hill at her parents' home on the Pike River in Vermilion 
Lake Township near Tower. Joyce attended Vermilion's School 
40, graduated from Embarrass High School in 1953, and attended 
junior college in Virginia. She met the love of her life, John 
Peuranen, at a wedding dance. Joyce and John were married on 
June 1, 1957, at the Embarrass Apostolic Church and enjoyed 67 
adventurous years together. They raised three children in the 
home she designed and John built which they filled with love, 
laughter, faith, and plenty of sisu. Joyce enjoyed working at the 
REA (Rural Electrification Association) before starting her family. 
She also worked at the Embarrass Credit Union and as an election 
judge, before turning to nursing where she provided attentive 
care at Arrowhead Nursing Home for many years before retiring. 
She was a longtime member of Pike Apostolic Lutheran Church. 

Joyce loved to travel and saw the beauty of God's creation in 
nature. When her children were young, summers found her 
paddling the BWCA, especially Lake Isabella, for family camping 
trips whenever sunny weather landed on John’s days off. You 
wouldn’t guess by looking at her but Joyce could out-paddle a 
man twice her size when wild ricing with John, or one-third her 
age while whitewater rafting in retirement. She always navigated 
while John drove their family on camping road trips out west, 
sharing mountains, oceans and national parks with their 
children. Later in life, the road led them to Alaska, New England, 
the Wild West, Canada and for 22 years to Port Aransas, Texas, 
where she walked the beach and watched dolphins instead of 
trudging through the snow drifts of Minnesota winters. 

Joyce delighted in cooking. She showed her love of her family and 
friends through her wonderful new recipes, homemade breads, 
and a never-empty cookie jar for her grandchildren. She shared 
her creativity through her original cross-stitched art, hand-
pieced quilts, painted ceramics, and tailored clothes. She loved 
to watch high school hockey, the Olympics, and keep up with 
politics on TV. In her spare time, you could usually find her cozied 
up with a good book. Her intelligence, common sense, 
thoughtfulness and sisu will be dearly missed. 

Joyce is survived by her husband, John Peuranen of Vermilion 
Lake; children, Jodene (Brad) Syrjanen of Esko, Jill Peuranen of 
St. Paul and Jay Peuranen of Vermilion Lake; grandchildren, 
Jeremy (Courtney) Syrjanen of Zimmerman, Bridger Carlson and 
Solei Carlson, both of Saint Paul; great-grandchild, Brielle and her 
new sister expected in September; sister, Sharon (Bob) Beckman 
of Bensen, Ariz.; many nieces, nephews, and cousins, as well as 
beloved extended family, Pike Apostolic Lutheran Church family, 
and friends. She was reunited in heaven with her parents; sister, 
Hazel (Gorden) Crayne, whom she missed every day; infant 
brother, Robert; and many family members and friends. Joyce 
shared that the hard part of reaching 89 years of age was the 
large number of family members and good friends that she’d had 
to say goodbye to. 

Dorothy H. Hall, 95 

Dorothy Helen Laverne Lakso Hall, 95, died on July 28, 2024. A 
memorial service was held on Aug. 1 at United in Christ Lutheran 
Church in Eveleth. Burial was in the Eveleth Cemetery. 

Dorothy was born on Oct. 18, 1928, in Embarrass, the only 
daughter of Rosa and Jack Lakso. She grew up in Embarrass with 
her oldest brother, John Kari, and his children and attended 
Embarrass schools. They were her brothers and sisters, Violet, 
June, Shirley and Dick Kari. They remained very close their entire 
lives. Dorothy’s only brother passed away at age 12 and was her 
only full sibling. 

In August 1946, Dorothy married Donald L. Hall of Eveleth. They 
had twin daughters, Donna and Bonnie and two sons, Tom and 
Jack. Dorothy was a sweet, kind and giving individual who would 
be there for anyone any time. She loved and enjoyed all of her 
friends and family. Dorothy worked for the Arrow Shirt Factory 
when her children were young teenagers. She was active in Christ 
Lutheran Church with quilting bees and other women’s auxiliary 
activities. She also worked for the Leonidas election board for 
several years, well into her 80’s. 

She is survived by her daughter, Donna (Chuck) Dennis; 
grandchildren, Nicole (Allan) Dennis Klint; Stacia (Erik) Dennis 
Hamilton and Tiffany (Mike) Dennis Goldammer; great-
grandchildren, Jason (Kayla) Carlson, Davia Klint, Caden 
Goldammer, Tygen Goldammer and great-great-grandson, Enix 
Carlson; son, Tom Hall (Frieda Ahrens); grandchildren, Jayme Hall 
and Jennifer Hall Walters; step-grandchild, Stacey (Spencer) 
Aune; great- grandchildren, Isaiah, Zoe, Charlie Waters, Rian, 
Casey, Cooper Aune; granddaughter, Jessica (Bob) Mesich; great-
granddaughter, Natalie Mesich; grandson, Zach Young; great-
grandchildren, Kayla Young Beise, Easton Young, Miley Young; 
son-in-law, Denver Young; daughter-in-law, Cathy Tyge; niece, 
Violet Moravitz of Ely; and other extended family members. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Donald L. Hall; 
daughter, Bonnie J. Young; son, Jack L. Hall; daughter-in-law, 
Sharon Hall; parents; siblings; and numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
Barbara Jo Kupka, 74 

Barbara Jo Burton Kupka, 74, of Embarrass, passed away on Sept. 
7, 2024, at Essentia Health in Duluth, with her family by her side. 
Funeral services were held on Sept. 12 at Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass. Pastor Brent Theien officiated. Burial was at the 
Argo Cemetery in Babbitt.  

Barbara was born to John and Laura Buckingham Burton on June 
26, 1950, in Wadena, and lived the first several years of her life 
on the family farm in Sebeka. In the late 1950’s, Barbara moved 
to Babbitt, when her father became employed by Reserve Mining 
Company. She graduated from Babbitt High School in 1968 and 
attended Eveleth Vocational Technical School. 

Barbara was united in marriage to the love of her life, Lawrence 
Kupka, on Feb. 13, 1971, at the Assembly of God Church in 
Babbitt, and they made their home in Embarrass, where they 
lived throughout the duration of their marriage. 

Barbara spent the first years of her marriage as a homemaker, 
but later entered the workforce as a certified nursing assistant at 
White Community Hospital in Aurora. She soon moved to the Ely-
Bloomenson Hospital where she spent over twenty-three years 
as an admitting secretary and retired in 2015. Barbara was 
known to many patients for her friendly smile and easy 
conversation. 

Barbara was very active in the lives of her three children and six 
grandchildren. She served as a Girl Scout leader, secretary-
treasurer of the Babbitt Hoop Club, Waasa-Embarrass Little 
League treasurer, Babbitt Tuesday Afternoon Bowling treasurer, 
and AFSCME union member where she held the office of 
president for close to twenty years. Barbara also spent thirteen 
years on the Babbitt Community Education Board and twenty-
five years on the Embarrass Region Fair Board. 

Barbara loved to cook and was insulted when people asked her 
if she made dishes from a box. Her fried chicken could not be 
beaten. Much of the food came from her large garden, which was 
a great source of pride for her until she and her husband were 
physically unable to attend to its needs. Barbara cherished 
passing down her love of making homemade noodles, canning, 
and planting/processing gardens to her grandchildren. 

Barbara was also an avid reader and loved to sew. She made 
beautiful quilts for all of her grandchildren and even for friends 
of her children when told that they were adding to their families. 
Barbara was currently working on a quilt for her great-grandchild 
due to arrive in January 2025. 

Family was Barbara’s number one priority. She felt blessed by the 
three children God sent to her, the seven college degrees they 
earned, and the jobs that all of them found in public education. 
Barbara swelled with pride when all three of her children found 
excellent life partners and later added to the family with six 
grandchildren. Many hours and miles were spent on the road 
attending their events. 

Barbara is survived by her husband, Lawrence; daughter, Chris 
(Scott) Hautala of Hibbing; son, Lance (Katherine) of Hibbing; 
daughter, Heather (Joe) of Eveleth; grandchildren, Nicholas 
Tiedeman, Lindsey (Aaron) Hallam, Allyson Hautala, John (Leah) 
Tomczak, AnnMarie Kupka and Olivia Tomczak; great-
grandchildren, James Hallam, Henry Hallam and baby Hayden 
Tomczak due in January; sister, Bonnie Olson of Illinois; special 
nieces, Connie Olson and Shanon (Keith) Urbanski; sister, Beverly 
(Jonathan) Hill of Kansas; and many other extended family 
members. Barbara’s loss will also be felt deeply by her best 
friend, Corrine Mahlman; and her current canine companion, 
Gus. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, John and Laura 
Burton; brother-in-law, Gerald Olson; and beloved canine 
companion, Morgan. 

Curtis S. Vraa, 86 

Curtis Sydney Vraa, 86, of Proctor, formerly a longtime resident 
of Embarrass, died on Aug. 20, 2024, at Diamond Willow in 
Proctor. A memorial service was held on Sept. 14 at Hope 
Lutheran Church in Embarrass. Inurnment was in the Embarrass 
Cemetery. 

Curtis was born on July 11, 1938, in Goodridge, the son of George 
E. and Dora J. Tangen Vraa. He was a graduate of Goodridge High 
School. Curtis was united in marriage to Delores “Laurie” Stenvik 
on March 8, 1957, in Goodridge. 

Curtis worked as an equipment operator for Erie Mining 
Company, retiring in 2003 after 39 years of service. He was a 
member of Hope Lutheran Church in Embarrass. Curtis enjoyed 
spending time with his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
traveling, playing Scrabble, cards and BINGO, and hunting, fishing 
and camping. 

Curtis is survived by his children, Steven (Joanie) Vraa of Tacna, 
Ariz., Neal (Nancy) Vraa of Red Lake Falls, Kevin (Robyn) Vraa of 
Superior, Wis., and Michael (Amy) Vraa of Babbitt; brother, Earl 
(Lois) Vraa of Wilson, Wis.; 19 grandchildren; 32 great-
grandchildren; and numerous extended family and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Laurie in 2021; son, 
Thomas; and great-grandson, Levi Arnold. 

David Kosir, 81 

David “Rocky” Kosir, 81, of Embarrass, passed away from cancer 
on Aug. 15, 2024. His wishes were to have a private burial at the 
Ely Cemetery at a later date. 

Rocky was born in Ely to Alex and Mary Trunzo Kosir, who 
preceded him in death, along with his brothers, Alex and Bernie. 

Rocky served with the U.S. Naval forces in Vietnam from 1962 
to1966. He had many great passions living in this beautiful 
northland. He especially enjoyed building and riding 
motorcycles, and just being outdoors enjoying nature and 
working the land he was so proud of. He also was a member of 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Virginia. Rocky was a proud 
American and a staunch supporter of POW issues. 
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
Frederick R. Lamppa, 86 
Frederick Robert Lamppa, 86, of Britt, passed away at his home 
on Feb. 16, 2024. A celebration of life was held on Sept. 14 at 
Embarrass Town Hall. A private burial will be held at a later date 
at the East Pike Cemetery. 

Fred was born on March 6, 1937, in Biwabik, the youngest of 
eight, to Rose Rapinoja and Richard Lamppa. While attending 
Embarrass High School, he lettered in basketball, baseball, the 
Flying Finn track team (shot put and discus), excelled in football 
(all-county halfback for three years), and was rated all-state 
quarterback in 1955. He was a B-student and class officer, 
participated in the class play, newspaper, yearbook and choir. 
The only thing he didn’t join was the girls drill team. He met his 
future wife while in tenth grade and nine years later they married 
on Dec. 23, 1961. 

After graduating in 1955, he worked at Red Owl, the Tower Dairy, 
and as a model for the MCC art department while attending 
Mesabi Community College. He continued his education at UMD, 
earning degrees in math and physical education, and later 
earned a masters in math from Bemidji and the University of 
Minnesota. In 1959 he began his teaching career in Orr, teaching 
math and serving as assistant basketball coach and head football 
coach. In 1960 he purchased the Babbitt Root Beer Stand 
(Freddie’s A&W) and later the International Falls A&W, with 
assistance from Karen and nephew Lanny Janeksela. A few years 
later he accepted a position in Cook, teaching math and serving 
as assistant football coach. He was an insurance agent for State 
Farm Insurance in Aurora and at Palo-Mutual. He designed and 
built his home in Britt, and became a landlord in Britt and Virginia 
for 43 years. 

Fred enjoyed family gatherings, tracking relatives in sports, golf, 
fishing, yearly trips to Florida, political debates, and hearing from 
former students. Fred was a great husband and father, always 
optimistic, adventurous, hard working with diligence and energy, 
wisdom, and humor. He is missed. 

Fred is survived by his wife of 62 years, Karen Leino Lamppa; 
children, Robert (Heather Politano) of Hudson, Wis., and Sherrie 
(Gordy) Imberg of Hutter; sister-in-law, Joan Lamppa of 
Minneapolis; 41 nieces and nephews; and many cousins. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; siblings, Raymond, Flora 
Koivisto, Bernie, Kathryn Janeksela, Herb, Roger and Francis; and 
nephew, Carlin Lamppa. 

Arthur C. Lindgren, 83 
Arthur C. Lindgren, 83, passed away on Aug. 31, 2024. A 
celebration of life was held at Range Funeral Home in Virginia on 
Sept. 21. Coffee an’ followed the celebration.  

Arthur attended grade school (1-6) at Pike School #14. He then 
attended Embarrass High School #70 (7-12), graduating in May 
of 1959. Arthur was a proud member of the Embarrass Flying 
Finn track team. He worked for the U.S. Forest Service from 1959 
until his retirement in 1996. 

Arthur was united in marriage to Martha Hagglund on Nov. 30, 
1963. Arthur served as Martha’s caregiver from the day he 
retired until the day he died. 

The couple are survived by their three children, Loren, Troy and 
Heather; five grandchildren, Kody, Paul, Ty, Samantha and 
Kirsten; and one great-grandchild, Baker Loren Lindgren. He was 
preceded in death by his mother, Selma; father, Charles; sisters, 
Ann and Darlene; half-sister, Margaret Church; and brother, 
Robert. 

Dan Saarela, 87 
Dan Saarela, 87, of Biwabik, passed away at The Legacy in 
Farmington on Aug. 25, 2024. A celebration of life Mass was held 
at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Virginia on Sept 7. Memorials 
may be given to the Alzheimer’s Association in memory of Dan. 

Dan was born in Pike Township on Dec. 1, 1936, to Daniel and 
Helia Kopponen Saarela, the youngest of eight children. He grew 
up in Pike Township and graduated from Embarrass High School 
in 1954, where he excelled in football, basketball, track (the 
Flying Finns), and baseball. He attended Ely Junior College in 
1956, followed by the University of Minnesota-Duluth, where he 
played football and received the Anderson Dahl Academic 
Achievement Award. He earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Teaching in 1960 and a Master’s Degree in Education from the 
UMD in 1970.  

On July 23, 1960, Dan married Marlene Pucel of Ely at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church. He began his teaching and coaching 
career in Comfrey, and continued in Arlington/Green Isle in 1962. 
In 1966, he accepted a teaching and coaching position at Biwabik 
High School, concluding his career at Mesabi East High School. 
Dan was a head football and track coach for almost four decades, 
a life member of the Minnesota State Coaches Association, and 
was inducted into the Mesabi East Hall of Fame in 2016. 
Throughout his career, he positively influenced numerous young 
people.  

Dan was a longtime member of St. John’s Catholic Church and a 
charter member of the first Biwabik Lions Club. His interests 
included hunting, fishing, woodworking, early morning coffee 
with friends, and spending time at his Lake Vermilion cabin with 
family.  

Dan is survived by his children and grandchildren, Tim (Laura) and 
their children, Neal and Erin (Brian Sebring); Greg (Karen) and their 
children, Maddie (Bryant Stein), Ryan (Nicole),and Reid (Sydney); 
Susan (Bob Lubovich) and their children, Taylor (Dustin Filan), Alec 
(Courtney) and Jordan; Kerry (Paul Beton) and their children, Rachel 
and Jake; great-grandchildren, Brooklynn Saarela, Spencer Sebring, 
Liam Stein, Jensen Lubovich, Logan Filan and soon-to-be baby 
Lubovich; brother-in-law, Dick Pucel; sisters-in-law, Janice Pucel 
(Don Debeltz), Lorene Pucel and Jean Saarela; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Marlene; 
parents; brothers, Albert (Madie), Roy (Lois), Robert and Richard 
(Alice); sisters, Lillian King (Charles), Helen Sambaum (Edward) and 
Florence Nelson (George); brother-in-law, Joseph J. Pucel; and 
parents-in-law, Mary and Joseph L. Pucel.  
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass 

218-984-2037 
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 

Pastor Christina Forsythe 
Office hours 

Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

www.apostoliclutheran.org 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 

Services at 10:30 a.m. 
Communion – First Sundays 

 

 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass 

218-984-3402 
www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 

Sunday 
Family Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
Family Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

Monday 
Men’s Bible Study – 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study – 9:00 a.m. 

Kids on the Rock – 4:00 p.m. 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry - 6:30 p.m. 

Special Events/Meetings: 
 Missions Sunday – Oct. 6, 10:00 a.m. 

o Potluck following service 
 Youth Fall Retreat – Oct. 17-19 
 Ministries Team Meetings – Oct 20, 11:30 

a.m. 
 Men’s Breakfast – Sat., Oct. 26, 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Messages: 
Oct. 6 Missionary reports 
Oct 13 “The Christ is All Marriage” 
Oct 20 “The Christ is All Family” 
Oct 27 “The Christ is All Work Place” 
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