Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
September 2, 2015

Present:  Gene Wright, Phil Hebl, Zane Beaton, Diane Nelmark, Roberta Pike
Visitors:  Bob Manzoline, John & Jean Akkanen, Ray Rahkola, Cheryl Gorecki, Jason Chopp, Dan & R’Milla Meyer
Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to approve minutes of August 5, 2015 meeting.  Carried.
Motion by Phil, Second by Gene to approve August 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Carried.
Old Business:
Mesabi Trail Route options.  Bob passed out minutes from public meeting on August 3.  Good attendance.  The route through Polymet is no longer feasible, but a citizen at the August public meeting asked Bob to take another look at the route north of the power line.  Upon review, it is one very large swamp making it not possible to build a trail through swamp or through the rice paddies.  The next preferred route by a show of hands was along Palo Tia Rd to Hwy 21 (11 votes), lastly choosing Palo Tia to Waisanen (2 votes).  A route along Hwy 135 was briefly discussed, but the biggest problem is having to build a new bridge over the river.  Bob asked the town board to select a route that is preferable to them.  If the trail runs along Palo Tia, the shoulder would be widened 4’ on each side.  On Highway 21, it would be a 10’ wide off-the-road trail on the north side or south side of the road.  Board members discussed route options.  Motion by Gene Wright to approve the Palo Tia to Hwy 21 route up to Sauna Rd.  Second by Zane Beaton.  Carried 3-0.  Sauna Road to the snowmobile trail and/or campground portion will be discussed at a later date.
A cell phone booster is needed to improve cell phone reception in the town hall.  Currently, the only way to use a cell phone at the Town Hall is to step outside the building.  Motion by Phil to purchase cell phone booster for town hall at a cost of $100-$150.  Second by Gene.  Carried 3-0.
New Business:
A petition was presented by residents who oppose using Hanka-Nevala and Hwy 21 to connect to the Prospectors Trail (ATV Trail).  Main questions are about liability issues, noise and dust control as well as safety of ATVs on corners and speeding issues.  Board tabled the discussion to invite all affected residents along the proposed route to the October meeting to further discuss this trail.
An ordinance proposal for not allowing fireworks on any township property will be presented at the October meeting.
Clerk would like to attend a meeting of the Iron Range Attractions Council to see if this council would be helpful in promoting Homestead Tours.  The board approved attending a meeting and reporting back if it’s beneficial and should be pursued further.  The group has added our tours to the list of tours/attractions which is distributed by Iron Range Tourism at various venues across the state.
Reports:
Maintenance:  Motion by Zane, second by Gene to have maintenance employees purchase the list of items they’d like for the second pickup with two slight modifications.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene to replace both tires and rims on tilt bed trailer and keep one as a spare.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene to order a new deck from L&M for the Cub Cadet 1042 mower.  Second by Zane.  Carried 3-0.  Seasonal workers – Zane stated that Caleb’s last day would be September 3, but he would like Dave to work as a maintenance fill in as needed through September 15 and be able to call Dave at a later date if Alvin/Roger will be out.  Board approved as long as Dave is willing.
Roads:  Roads look great.  Graveling is all done.  Grading will be done again this fall.
Cemetery:  Board approved sale of lots H2 17d,e and signed deed.
Tours:  The last regularly scheduled tour for 2015 will be on September 5.  The new “Tours” sign will be placed at the Information Center by May 1, 2016.
Campground:  Culligan will be asked to fix the water heater when they come to unhook the water conditioner.  At a future meeting, the board will discuss whether new rules are necessary for the 2016 camping season.  Diane & Gene will meet with the current caretaker about Labor Day weekend and other issues and proceed as necessary for the remainder of the season.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sisu:  The board asked if Sisu volunteers have completed the second paint coat on the Nelimark garage.  A message will be sent to Sisu to find out.
Consent Agenda:
Claims & Payroll approved & signed by the board.
Discussion of correspondence and other items:  Motion by Gene, second by Zane to renew the CD at EVFCU for 21 months.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to renew MN Historical Society membership at $145/yr.  Carried 3-0.  Other correspondence reviewed and filed.  Thank you notes will be sent to those who assisted in installing the ball field fence at the Little League field.
Second Quarter Audit – All audited records were found to be in order.
Next regular meeting will be Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
