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Neli Open 

Th-Sa, 10-4 
 
 

 

 

Independence Day 
Thursday, July 4 

 

 
 
 

Blood Drive – July 21 
Timber Hall 

More info on Page 12 
 
 

Embarrass Town Board Meeting 
Wednesday, July 10, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 
Please submit materials for the August 2024 issue to the 

Embarrass Clerk’s Office by July 22, 2024 
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 10 a.m-3 p.m. 
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, 
or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. 

Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets 
that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any 
letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. 

Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Meeting 

May 8, 2024 
Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, 
Jennifer Boese 

Absent: Mary Novak 

Visitors: Mickey White, Jerry Meier, Roger Davies 

LaMar calls meeting to order with Pledge of Allegiance 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Jerry Meier gives a presentation on the water filter 
system for Heritage Park & Campground. Lee motions: 
LaMar second to purchase the filter system and have 
installed, to take funds from the Campground Fund. 
Carried 3-0. 

LaMar motion: Lee second to approve the April 10 and 
17 meeting minutes after a few amendments made. 
Carried 3-0. 

Garman gives road report. Grader was out on roads. 
Possible culvert issue on Hanka-Nevala Road. 

Lee gives maintenance report. (report in files) 

Online reservation system that Lee is interested in and 
Wi-Fi for campground discussed. Clerk notes- Zito 
internet is being installed down the road from the 
campground, they did boar to the campground being 
they had to cross over road onto campground land to 
get fiber lines to house down the road at no cost and 
so is ready for fiber if internet is decided in the future. 
Internet tabled as that is not main priority for 
campground at this time. 

Cemetery road discussed; Lee proposes letter to be 
sent to property owner. Few changes asked of the 
letter. Tabled. 

Garman speaks on behalf of the Cemetery Committee 
meeting. Lawn care quote, plot rates, and committee 
members, work that has been done and clean up date 
before Memorial Day were all discussed. Garman 
states how thankful he is for the committee members 

and the work they have done. A load of gravel is 
needed for the road. Lee motions: LaMar second, to 
authorize lawn company to come and spray the lawn 
application, invoice to come out of the Cemetery fund. 
Carried 3-0. Lee motions: Garman second, to increase 
the cemetery fees to $200 for single plot and $500 for 
group plot, whether they are resident or non-resident, 
new rates effective July 1, 2024. Carried 3-0. 

An Interview Committee suggested interviewing 
applicants for summer hire. LaMar motions: Garman 
second, for Lee to put together a committee to 
interview the applicants and make offers to the 
applicants of their choice and not to exceed hiring 
wages that were decided in January. Carried 3-0. 

Lee motions: LaMar second, to purchase bug sprayer 
up to $500 as soon as possible, to come out of 
Campground fund. Carried 3-0 

Lee motions: Garman second, to send letter to grader 
operator. Carried 3-0. 

Memorial Day Service set for May 27 at 9:00 a.m. 
Discussion on a better parking situation, no parking on 
the roadway into the cemetery to prevent elders from 
walking the long drive as well as vehicles struggling to 
get by each other. The clerk will make signs for 
maintenance to put up along the driveway and 
directional signs. ERVFD will be present to direct traffic 
to park inside the cemetery. 

A memorial of some sort for Mike Salo should be done. 
Supervisors would like to speak with SISU Heritage 
Board on the topic. 

Property Inspection scheduled for May 22, 4:00. 

Motion: LaMar, Garman second, clerks cash control 
statement, claims and correspondence accepted. 
Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. by LaMar. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 
Full Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email 

embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 
or call the Embarrass Town Clerk 

at 984-2084. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to The 
Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $15 for one year, payable to 
the Town of Embarrass, 7503 Levander 
Road, Embarrass, MN 55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and on 
following pages. Neither the Town of 
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints or 
ideology of these groups or their events. 
The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any letter 
to the editor or submitted material. 
 

Heritage Park & 
Campground Fees 

4789 Salo Road, Embarrass, MN 55732 
Updated 1/2023 

 
Primitive (Tent) 

1 Day - $20.00 
2 Days - $40.00 
3 Days - $60.00 
4 Days - $80.00 
5 Days - $90.00 
6 Days - $95.00 
1 Week - $100.00 
$350 a month (4 weeks) 

 
RV Camper w/Water & Electric 

1 Day - $30.00 
2 Days - $60.00 
3 Days - $90.00 
4 Days - $120.00 
5 Days - $150.00 
6 Days - $170.00 
1 Week - $180.00 
$600.00 a month (4 Weeks) 
$2,500.00 Season (May –Sept) 

 
Dumping Station $15.00 for non-campers 

Showers $5.00 for non-campers 
Firewood $5.00 a bundle 

 
CASH/CHECK/CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD ACCEPTED 
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Waasa 
Township 
Regular Meeting 

May 1, 2024 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, Steve 
Sipola, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson 

Visitors: Winnie Koivisto and Alan Schnacky 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike 
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the April 3, 2024 
Meeting Minutes. Mike supported. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: There were no receipts for April 2024. 
Disbursements from General Fund totaled $1,867.06. Eric 
approved the Treasurer’s report with Steve supporting. Carried (3-
0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Eric moved to approve payment of the bills 
listed below plus payroll and PERA with support from Steve. 
Carried (3-0). 

Claims: 
 Babbitt Weekly News, $75.00, Annual Meeting Notice 
 Gibson, Sandra, $123.53, Short Course Reg., Gov. Manual, 

Mileage, Misc. 
 Lake Country Power, (Not Yet Received) 
 Pulkinen, Eric, $208.95, Short Course Reg., Parking Fee & 

Mileage 
 St. Louis County Auditor, $2,554.88, 2nd Half Snowplowing 
 Sipola, Steve, $19.43, Reimb: Road Inspection Mileage 

Visitors: Everyone in attendance seemed to agree, the roads they 
live on are in rough shape due to the frost coming up and the 
recent rain. 

Road Report: During Steve’s recent road inspection, he found the 
roads to be rough. Steve will try to set up a meeting with Rock, 
Sand & Fire, Steve Schuering ASAP to look the roads over 
together. Dale and Beckman roads will be given priority for gravel 
and grading. The town hall driveway and cemetery need 
attention also. Grading will begin as soon as SLC is ready.  

Cemetery: Volunteers are sought for the up-coming Spring Clean-
up Day at the cemetery on May 18. 

Steve will contact a monument company in the area to set up an 
old headstone. They have the appropriate equipment to do the 
job. 

The clerk was in contact with our lawn service we’ve been using 
and found out due to health problems Dave Hartfield (Davey-Do-
Right Service) will not be able to mow the cemetery this season. 
Brother’s Lawn Service was recommended by Dave, so they were 
contacted. A bid of $430.00 for each cemetery mowing was 
obtained. (Brother’s charges by the job and not by the hour.) 
Mike motioned to accept Brother’s bid for this season with Steve 
approving. Carried (3-0). 

Old Business: The letter from the Babbitt Library asking for a 
donation was rejected in favor of a donation instead to the 
Babbitt Ambulance Service. Babbitt serves all or most of our 
township. Mike moved to donate $2,000.00 to the Babbitt 
Ambulance Service with support from Eric. Carried (3-0). 

The Automatic Payment System will be in place for the next 
payment to Lake Country Power. 

Eric and Sandra both stated that the Spring Short Course in 
Duluth was quite informative. It was observed that many of the 
townships had their whole board in attendance. 

The LBAE Meeting held on April 23, 2024 had only one person in 
attendance to ask questions on the system, 2 callers which were 
satisfied and appealants were brought to the meeting for a vote 
by the board. A board member had an issue and a letter was 
received well after the meeting. Four letters were sent out by the 
clerk. 

New Business: A letter was received from SLC on tax-forfeited 
land on Doig Road which will be reclassified to conservation. The 
board decided to agree with that determination, therefore no 
action is needed to be taken. 

The Clerk informed the board of up-coming mandatory election 
training she will take on June 7 in Virginia. 

Spring Road Inspections by the Board Supervisors were tabled 
until after the gravel is applied and grading is completed. A date 
may be set at the June meeting. 

Correspondence: Mail was read and filed. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:00 p.m. and 
was supported by Eric. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk; Mike 
Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

July 10 and July 31 (5-6 p.m.) 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
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Robin Laulunen / 218-404-9488 
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EMBARRASS REGION FAIR 
ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES 

(PENDING APPROVAL) 
June 13, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Board members present: Carissa Smith (Chair), Sarah Wallert-
Ramponi (Vice Chair), Preston Tripp (Treasurer) Laura Stella 
(Secretary) William Ramponi, Tana Johnson, Zane Beaton 

Attendees: Janine Patten, Jared Wright, Bernadine Seablom, Jeff 
Stella, Avery Ramponi 

Call to order: A quorum of Directors was present. The meeting 
was called to order at 6:31pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 

Minutes: May 9, 2024 meeting minutes were approved by email 
on 6/8/24. Per Association bylaws, all Directors signed a written 
consent affirming their votes. The written consent will be filed 
with April minutes. Minutes were passed unanimously. 

Agenda – All materials for the agenda are available for public 
viewing. Please email info@embarrassrfa.org to request a time to 
view agenda materials. 

Fixed Asset Policy – VOTE NEEDED 
 The Fixed Asset Policy presented at May’s meeting was 

brought forward for a vote. The Board reviewed the policy. 
There were questions about how we came to a $1,000 
threshold to determine which assets would be depreciated 
using this policy. This figure came from researching 
organizations of similar size and function. The Fair 
Association’s CPA agreed with this figure. 

 It was discussed how items would be categorized. For 
example, would the panels purchased for the arena be looked 
at individually or as a whole. It was determined if items were 
purchases as a set, they can be depreciated as a set. 

 It is recommended to number items to match how they are 
currently listed on the tax returns to help keep track of the 
items. 

 The IRS provides the guidelines for what is considered the 
“useful life” of the item. 

 Preston made a motion to accept the Fixed Asset Policy. Zane 
seconded. The motion passed with 7 ayes (1 absent). 

Chair Update (Carissa) 
 Chair update was provided by email on 6/13/24. There were 

no questions on the update. 
 Carissa would like to meet with the Board members and 

committee managers individually to discuss open items and 
priorities.  

 Action Items were reviewed and updated as necessary. 
o A list of donations/thank you's will be created and 

published for the Board. 

Committee Updates (45 minutes) 

Nominating & Governance Committee – Sarah 
 The updates to the Cold Storage Rental contract are almost 

complete. Sarah is still waiting for some feedback on the 
changes. The Board needs to decide if the rental contract 
should be extended by one month. Sarah will reach out to 
Jerry Meier to discuss the history of the cold storage rentals. 

 Sarah will add verbiage to the contract to make it clear that 
no one from the Association will touch or move the stored 
items during the storage term. 

 Sarah, Carissa, and Laura will meet to work on the Board 
Policy Manual. 

Finance Committee – Preston 
 Treasurer’s Report provided to the board via email on 6/9/24. 

There were no questions on the update. Preston advised that 
the corrections to categorization noted at the last meeting 
have been completed. Zane made a motion to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report. Tana seconded. The motion passed with 
7 ayes (1 absent). 

 Preston advised that the Embarrass Vermilion Credit Union 
will not issue a credit card to a business/organization. The 
credit card would need to be issued to an individual. The 
Board agreed this is not a good option. Preston recommends 
setting up a PayPal account for online purchases and linking 
it to a debit card to use for in person purchases. The Board 
may wish to open a second checking account specifically for 
PayPal. PayPal has built in purchase protection and may be 
able to assist the Association with accepting card payments 
in the future. Preston will revise the Credit Card Policy to 
accommodate a move to a checking account/PayPal setup. 

 The contract with the Association’s bookkeeper expires at the 
end of July 2024. Preston will follow up with her to confirm 
the terms of her next contract. 

 Laura will provide Preston with the signature page of the vote 
to approve the May minutes so that signature cards can be 
updated. 

Strategic Planning & Grant Committee – Zane and Tana 
 Strategic Planning Committee Update was reviewed. To 

assist with strategic planning and grant applications, all 
committees are requested to provide progress on their 
respective goals on each monthly update. Goals will also be 
added to the Action Items list for visibility and tracking. 

 Two purchase requests were reviewed/discussed: 
o Point software for volunteer tracking – This purchase 

does score high on the planning committee’s decision 
matrix, but it is currently not budgeted for. This 
purchase will be added to 2025 budget discussions. 

o Widening and upgrading the third entrance into the 
grounds – This purchase scored high on the planning 
committee’s decision matrix. The cost of this project is 
approximately $3,500 and could be less if some time 
and/or materials could be donated. Laura made a 
motion to spend $1,000 to start the permitting process 
to extend the culvert on the third driveway. William 
seconded. The motion passed with 7 ayes (1 absent). 
Preston will submit the permit. Tana and Jared will 
work together to develop a scope of work for whoever 
takes on the project. 

 Other items such as widening other gates, more pavement, 
leveling vendor areas, and paving paths to the mud run and 
demo derby areas were discussed and will need to be included 
in future budget proposals 

 Grant Committee Update provided to the board via email on 
6/5/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Tana reviewed the status of all current Grant Activity. No 
action is needed by the Board currently for any grant work. 
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o 7 Active Grants: Natural Harvest; State Cash Bill; IRRR 
(predesign); Arrowhead Regional Arts Grant; Lake 
Country Power; IRRR (Culture and Tourism); 
University of Minnesota ESMC 

o 1 Pending Application: Blandin 
o 1 Pending Inquiries: Essentia Health, Fair Operations 

 The Board needs to come up with a menu of foods they 
anticipate being prepared in the Timber Hall kitchen for 
DSGW. They will provide this to their kitchen consultant to 
help prepare the scope of work in that area. 
o The Board may choose to reach out to previous rentals 

to get input on possible kitchen improvements. 
 There are a lot of “to do’s” to prepare for the upcoming work 

for DSGW and ESMC meetings. 
 Tana would like to pursue grant funding for an electric sign 

and new chairs. She will be reaching out to request any 
necessary information. 

 Next Strategic Planning Committee Meeting: 7/9/24 at 6pm 
at Timber Hall. 

Events Committee – Carissa 
 Committee update was provided to the board via email on 

6/6/24. There were no questions on the update.  
 Recent events (Movie Night and Puzzle Competition) were 

discussed. There was a lot of positive feedback, and these 
events will continue. 

 The Saddle Club Play Day was a success 
 The SLC Summer Series followed by the Barrel Race will 

take place June 15, 2024. 
 A Community Input meeting will be held on June 27, 2024, 

at 6pm to discuss improvements to Timber Hall. A 
representative from DSGW will be on hand to discuss the 
current plans and answer questions from the community. 

 Representatives from the University of Minnesota ESMC 
program will tentatively be visiting on July 18 and 19. This 
visit will assist them with helping to develop a plan of growth 
and improvement for the community. Community Input will 
be collected at the June 27th meeting. Tana made a motion to 
set aside $1,000 ($500 from 3M grant and $500 from the 
Association) to fund the visit. Zane seconded. The motion 
passed with 7 ayes (1 absent). 

 Sisu will host a lunch at the Timber Hall for approximately 
35 people who are coming up for a day of touring the area as 
part of the Finn Fest happening in Duluth. One or two 
volunteers will be on hand to discuss the history of Timber 
Hall. 

 June/July Events 
o St Louis County Summer Series and Barrel Racing 

6/15/24 
o Community Engagement/Input Meeting 6/27/24 at 6pm 
o Spaghetti Fundraiser Dinner for BEST Youth Baseball 

6/29/24 4pm – 7pm 
o University of Minnesota ESMC Timber Hall and 

Embarrass Site Visit 7/18/24 and 7/19/24 
o Ice Cream Social to celebrate National Ice Cream Day 

7/21/24 1pm – 3pm 
o Blood Drive – 7/21/24 
o Finn Fest 7/25/24 

 Next Committee Meeting – 7/2/24 at 6pm at Timber Hall 

Fair Committee – Tracey 
 Committee updates provided to the board via email on 6/1/24. 

 There were no discussions on the Fair Committee as Tracey 
was absent. 

 Next Committee Meeting: 6/20/24 at 6:30pm at Timber Hall; 
the regularly scheduled meeting on 7/18/24 will be moved, to 
WEDNESDAY July 17 at 6:30 pm. 

Maintenance Committee – Jared 
 Committee update was not provided to the board prior to the 

meeting. 
 A lot of purchases have been completed with available grant 

funds. 
 Lawn mower maintenance/repair has been completed. 
 Lumber has been brought to the Carpenter’s Union Training 

Center in Duluth to begin work on benches. Benches should 
be completed and ready for pickup by the end of the month. 
They are willing to continue to assist with projects as needed. 

 It has been difficult to keep up with mowing due to all the 
rain. 

 Jared proposed installing a realtor-style lockbox on the 
building so that volunteers can come up on their own time to 
mow. Jared will provide the code to the volunteers. Sarah 
made a motion to install the lockbox and keep a key for the 
shed in it. Zane seconded. The motion passed with 7 ayes (1 
absent). Key inventory control will be updated. 

 Timber Hall workdays will begin on 6/23/24 from 1:30pm – 
4pm. All volunteers are welcome to come to Timber Hall and 
assist with various cleaning and maintenance tasks. Other 
maintenance days will be 7/7/24 and 8/4/24. 

Volunteer Committee – Bernadine 
 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 

6/7/24. There were no questions on the update. 
 Volunteer hours to date: 2,371 (some event hours still 

outstanding) 
o All volunteers are reminded to enter their hours on Point 

or to reach out to any member of the volunteer committee 
(Carissa, Bernadine, Laura, or MaryLei) to have hours 
entered. 

 Laura discussed the Volunteer Development topic of “being 
an ambassador” 
o With the Fair approaching, we want to remind all 

volunteers that you are the face of the Fair and the 
Association when you are out and about, interacting with 
the public, or working on the Fair or Association’s 
behalf.  

o Just like when you call into a company and you expect 
the representative you speak with to be the voice of that 
company, you are the voice for the Association and Fair. 
The public may not know or care who is on the Board, 
but they know YOU and will believe that the way you 
talk, act, and represent yourself is the way the entire 
organization talks, acts, and represents themselves. 

 Next Committee Meeting: July 1, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 

Marketing Committee – Carissa 
 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 

6/7/24. There were no questions on the update. 
 Sarah is requesting that an advertisement be included in the 

Flying Finn for another Certified Food Protection Manager. 
We still need at least one more. 

 All upcoming events and workdays will be advertised. 
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 The Adopt-a-Seat campaign has been taken down 
temporarily due to being an overwhelming success. Time is 
needed to catch up on all orders and get them fulfilled. 

 Tae Kwon Do will restart September 16, 2024. All 
participants in the last class moved up to their new belts so 
we will advertise for a new White Belt class. Tae Kwon Do 
will still take place on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Arena committee – Carl 
 An update was not received prior to the meeting and there 

were no representatives of the committee in attendance to 
provide an update. 

 Carissa confirmed the Trail Riding program discussed at the 
May meeting has been launched. 

 It was confirmed that some pipe has been donated to help 
secure arena panels. 

Rental Updates 
 Timber Hall Rentals 

o Upcoming rentals on June 18, June 22, June 29, July 20 
 Jerry has advised that he is prepared to create a public Wi-Fi 

network to be used by our renters. Some equipment does need 
to be purchased to enable this. Zane made a motion to 
approve spending $150 on the equipment required to enable 
public Wi-Fi. William seconded. The motion passed with 7 
ayes (1 absent). 

 A rental request has come in for two days in July 2025. The 
Board discussed how to handle rental requests when the 
building could be under construction. 
o Tana proposed adding an addendum to our rental 

contract that provides timelines for confirming the 
availability of the rental and including compensation for 
the renters if the building becomes unavailable due to 
construction after that timeline.  

o Tana and Sarah will work on the wording of the 
addendum. 

o The Board will also discuss with DSGW if the 
contractors could be responsible for the cost of any delay 
that impacts rentals. 

Public Comments 
 Jared brought up the blacktop that was damaged during an 

emergency response effort. He suggests removing the 
damaged blacktop and not replacing it yet as it could be 
removed while that end of the building is under construction. 
The blacktop is a hazard in its current state. The Board agreed 
with this course of action. Jared will reach out to find fill for 
the area. 

No further discussion was needed. Zane made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Sarah seconded. The motion passed with 7 ayes (1 
absent). The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

To put an item on the agenda, contact the Secretary at 
info@embarrassrfa.org 
 
Feedback – The public is encouraged to provide feedback to the 
Board on what you like, what you dislike, and where we can 
improve. Please be specific as possible. 
Mail: Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box 83, Embarrass MN 
55732 
Email the Board: info@embarrassrfa.org 

 
SISU Heritage 

Monthly Mtg. 
May 2024 

Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Tom Sheehan, John 
Kinnunen, Ron Sutton, Jon Salo, Dan Alto, 
Mickey White, Linda Koskela 

Guest: Paul Knuti 

Marlin B will send a card of condolence to the 
Carlen Lamppa family on behalf of Carl’s serving 
as a former SISU Board Member. 

1. May minutes were reviewed and accepted 
without corrections. 

2. May’s financial report was presented and 
accepted with a motion by Mickey White, 
second Tom S., MC. 

3. Membership: Received (one) new member at 
Sauna Days 127-32 lifetime. 

4. A recap of National Sauna Day at the Nelimark 
was discussed. The weather cooperated, the 
sauna displays were popular, a sauna stove 
was purchased, the boot-throwing game and 
the baby goats attracted a lot of kids. Adults 
could also purchase Finnish squeaky-cheese 
or goat cheese. The meal, music, pottery, the 
Farmstead Artisans Gift Shop & Museum were 
enjoyed by all. 

5. The Apostolic Lutheran Church celebrates 
a wedding on Saturday, June 21, 2024! 

6. Plans for the Finnfest Bus Tour on Thursday, 
July 25, 2024, will be finalized at the next 
meeting. 

7. Paul K. and Tom S. reported the grant 
application for the Seitaniemi Homestead was 
received on time. By the end of July a 
document is to be presented & finalized for the 
scope of work to be done by LHB. 

 
Good News … Heather Mahoney is Back on 
Facebook for SISU Heritage Inc 

The next meeting is Monday, July 15, 2024 @ 
6:30 pm. at the Embarrass Town Hall. 
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We have many little projects that need to get done 
around the property, and would appreciate additional 

help!  
 

July 7th & August 4th at 1:30pm 
 

 

 

Trail Riding Program 
Log hours with your horse and be entered to win 

prizes at the end of the season! 
Register on our website 

www.embarrassrfa.org/timber-hall/other-facilities 
or call Carl (218) 343-4808 

 

 

 
 

We are actively seeking an interested individual to 
fill a position as a 

Certified Food Protection Manager 
 

Email volunteers@embarrassrfa.org if you would like 
to participate. 

 

The fair is right around the corner!  
Next Fair Planning Meeting is 

Wednesday July 17th at 6:30pm 
*Please note the date change due to a scheduling 

conflict. 

 

Free Community Event! 
Join your friends and neighbors for some ice cream, 

games, and great conversations! 
 

July 21st from 1 – 3pm 

 
Now accepting registrations for  

Fall Beginners Classes 
Beginning September 16th 

Monday & Wednesday at 5:30pm 
Contact William (218) 750 – 3484 

Interested in planning or collaborating on events? Email info@embarrassrfa.org to get involved!   



Flying Finn Page 12 July 2024 

  

Thank you volunteer blood donors! 30 generous volunteers donated blood during the May 4 pancake breakfast. Some 
participants did so in memory or in honor of someone. 

Blood donations were made in the honor of: Dr. William Creighton by Linette Novak; Shelly Lynn Gerulli by Robin 
Gerulli; Shawn Anthony Gerulli by Robin Gerulli; Carissa Smith by donor; Dan Krtinich by donor. 

Blood donations were made in memory of: Bernie Mettler, Lilian Maki, Anthony Bialke, Rob Furnal, Paul 
Thesenvitz, Edwin Haapenen, Jacki Hanson, Frank Schaefbauer, and Joann Martin. 

Blood Donors are in high demand. If you are interested in becoming a donor you can go to the Memorial Blood 
Centers website www.mbc.org. The Timber Hall Event Center will be hosting a blood drive Sunday July 21st and at 
future pancake breakfasts. 
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Timber Hall Event Center  July Events: 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Volunteer 
Committee 
Meeting 
4:30pm 

2 
Event 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm 

3 4 
 
Happy 
Independence 
Day!  

5 6 
 

7 
Timber Hall 
Workday 
1:30pm 

8 9 
Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm 

10 11 
Association 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

12 13 
Northwoods 
Saddle Club 
Play Day 
9:30am 

14 15 16 
 

17  
Fair 
Planning 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

18 
Private Event 

19 
 

20 
Private Event 

21 
Ice Cream 
Social & Blood 
Drive 1pm 

22 23 
 

24 25 26 27 
 

28 29 30 31 1 August 2 3 

 

 
Big things are coming to the Embarrass Region!!! 
Through the support of many local entities, Embarrass has been chosen to participate in the Empowering 
Small Minnesota Communities (ESMC) Program through the University of Minnesota! 
The ESMC program, led by several University of Minnesota partners, will work with the Community to: 

 Identify and embrace existing assets. 
 Propose work that will advance resilient and sustainable economic, social, or transportation 

infrastructure. 
 Proactively embrace projects or processes that may iterate new project ideas or frameworks for future 

development. 

You can get involved by sharing your thoughts for the future of the Embarrass Region! 
Email info@embarrassrfa.org by July 15 to submit your ideas.  
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
Mark A. Lehto, 68 
Mark Alan Lehto, 68, longtime resident of Lake Vermilion-
Tower, and formerly of Baxter and Staples, died on June 17, 
2024, at home of a massive heart attack. A memorial 
service will be held at 1 p.m. on June 29 at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower. Reverend Joel Guttormson will 
officiate. 

Mark was born on Oct. 18, 1955, in Virginia, the son of 
Robert and Doris Salmela Lehto. He was raised in 
Embarrass and was a 1974 graduate of Babbitt High 
School. Mark earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree 
from Bemidji State University. Mark was united in marriage 
to Lynn Dee Jarnstrom on Sept. 8, 1984, at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tower. 

Mark worked as an Industrial Technology/Shop Teacher at 
Virginia High School and Staples High School. In the early 
1980’s, Mark purchased the Vermilion Club and extensively 
remodeled the interior. Mark and Lynn Dee enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, camping, traveling, boating, snowmobiling, and 
spending time at their cabin on Lake of The Woods at Sioux 
Narrows, Ontario. 

Mark is survived by his loving wife, Lynn Dee; beloved 
mother, Doris Lehto of Moorhead and formerly a lifelong 
resident of Embarrass; siblings, Craig (Mary Beth) Lehto of 
Highland Ranch, Colo., Sharon Kangas of Plymouth and 
Lori Lehto of Madison; nieces and nephews, Nicole Brown, 
Amanda Lahti, Kristen Kangas, Danielle Kolp, Jackie Lehto, 
Jennifer Frank, Erik Lehto and Jamie Lehto; lifelong best 
friend, Bob (Suzie) Kari of Ocoee, Fla., and Bear Island 
Lake; and numerous extended family members and friends. 
He was preceded in death by his maternal grandparents, 
Jalmer and Ruth Nelimark Salmela; father, Robert Lehto; 
and brother-in-law, Herb Kangas. 

Carlen L Lamppa, 76 
Carlen Lloyd Lamppa, 76, of Aurora and formerly of 
Embarrass, died on May 30, 2024, in Essentia St. Mary’s 
Medical Center in Duluth. A memorial service was held on 
June 22 at North Hope Church in Aurora. Inurnment was in 
the Embarrass Cemetery. 

Carl was born on June 23, 1947, in Virginia, the son of Lloyd 
Bernhardt “Bernie” and Beatrice “Bea” Ranta. Carl 
graduated in 1965 from Grand Island High School in 
Nebraska and attended Virginia Junior College. He enlisted 
in the United States Navy on Sept. 20, 1967, serving as an 
Electronics Tech aboard the USS Providence, then at Naval 
Schools Command at Mare Island, Vallejo, Calif., as a 
Crypto Instructor until his honorable discharge on July 16, 
1974. Carl married Caroline Sue Workman on Dec. 19, 
1970, in Grand Island, Neb., and they made their home in 
Virginia and Tower. Carl was employed as a plant 
electrician for USS Minntac and was pastor of Pike 
Apostolic Lutheran Church. Carl served on the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Apostolic Lutheran Church of America 
and traveled the world on mission trips, teaching and 

preaching. He was a life member of the VFW and served as 
Chaplain and Color Guard member of the Timothy 
Robinson VFW Post 8144 in Hoyt Lakes. He served on the 
Vermilion Lake Volunteer Fire Department and the 
Vermilion Lake Township Board. Carl loved to attend his 
granddaughters’ activities and never missed an opportunity 
to share their accomplishments. He loved deer hunting, rifle 
and bow, and was an avid golfer, playing the Seniors 
League in both Hoyt Lakes and Babbitt. Carl especially 
loved to share his love of Jesus and the Word of God 
wherever his feet, or golf cart, took him. He was a member 
of North Hope Church in Aurora. 

Carl is survived by his wife, Carol; son, Brent “Skeeter” 
(Melissa) Lamppa of Hoyt Lakes; granddaughters, Maggie 
and Allie; siblings, Michael (Charlene) Lamppa of Savage, 
Bernadette “Berni” Bradshaw of Wichita, Kansas, and 
Russel (Melanie) Lamppa of New Hope; sister- and brother-
in-law, Sandy Workman (John) Warner of Grand Island, 
Neb.; nieces, nephews, extended family and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his parents. 

Violet I. Fisher, 90 
Violet Irene Fisher, 90, of Ely Lake, passed away on June 
3, 2024, at Cornerstone Villa in Buhl. A memorial service 
was held on June 20 at United in Christ Lutheran Church in 
Eveleth with Pastor Jeanne Madsen officiating. Inurnment 
was in the Pike Evangelical Lutheran Church Cemetery. 

Irene was born on March 19, 1934, to Veikko and Anna 
Mulden in Embarrass. She grew up in Embarrass, 
graduating from Gilbert High School. She married Ben 
Verbick in 1955 and settled in Gilbert where she raised her 
family. She worked as a bookkeeper for many years for the 
Vocational Center housed in Virginia High School. She was 
active on the church council and as a volunteer at United 
Lutheran Church in Gilbert and later at United in Christ in 
Eveleth. She took much pride in her community and was 
very active in beautifying Gilbert's main street. She was also 
a den mother with the Cub Scouts. In 1983, Irene married 
Earl Fisher and moved to Ely Lake. She enjoyed having 
family and friends to her home on the same lake where she 
spent time as a child. After retiring, Irene and Earl wintered 
in Sun Lakes, Ariz. Her hobbies included golf, curling, 
gardening, berry-picking and traveling with her sisters. She 
golfed her final round at age 89 with accuracy, parring a hole 
and thoroughly enjoying the outing. 

Irene is survived by her children, Ben (Brenda) Verbick of 
Dayton, Greg Verbick of Stevens Point, Wis., and Amy 
(Scott) Lilya of Chaska; best friends and sisters, Ellen 
Pedicini of Ely Lake, Betty Cunningham of Britt and Peggy 
(Peter) Hansen of Virginia; stepdaughter, Ann (Dave) Bzdok 
of International Falls; six grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Earl Fisher; parents, Veikko and Anna Mulden; and brother-
in-law, Louis Pedicini. 
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
June L. Swieringa 
June Lee Swieringa, of Vermilion Lake Township, beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, passed 
away on May 27, 2024, surrounded by family. A celebration 
of life was held at The Little Church in Vermilion Lake 
Township on June 8, followed by a potluck meal. Cards can 
be sent to 8435 Swieringa Rd., Tower, MN 55790. 

June was born in the Biwabik Hospital in 1944 to Leo and 
Laila Hannula of Embarrass. She went to Embarrass High 
School and attended the University of Minnesota, where 
she met her husband of 61 years, Bruce Swieringa. June 
and Bruce were married in Embarrass in 1963 and lived for 
one year in Minneapolis; they then moved to Bruce's family 
homestead in Vermilion Lake Township and lived in a log 
cabin for nine years while Bruce built their current home on 
the land. It was here that they raised their family and had 
lived for over 50 years. 

Few people know that June was a certified mechanic, or that 
she jumped into the primary breadwinner role of her young 
family when the mines went on strike. She worked at Queen 
City Federal Credit Union in Virginia until the strike ended. 
Afterward, she got her accounting degree at Eveleth 
VoTech and took a job at Bonner and Mallsaid in Virginia. 
Later she moved to the Embarrass Vermillion Federal Credit 
Union, Tower and Embarrass offices, where she spent the 
rest of her career and was seemingly known by everyone. 

June was known for her caring and loving nature and 
treating others equally. She was always eager to spend time 
with friends and family. She especially enjoyed spending 
time with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She 
was so loved and will be greatly missed. 

June was a devoted mother to Erick (Jenny), Erin 
(deceased) (Kirk) and Daniel (Bobbi); grandmother to Josh 
(Ami), Shaun, Kelsey (Anthony) and Tyler; great-
grandmother to Owen, Theodore and Gwendolyn. She is 
survived by her husband, Bruce Swieringa; sister, Joyce 
(Boyd) Halstead; and sons, Erick and Daniel and their 
families. 

Raymond M. Syrjanen, 97 

Raymond Mathew Syrjanen, 97, of Embarrass, died on Dec. 
20, 2023. A memorial service was held on June 12, 2024, 
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Virginia, followed by a 
luncheon in the church fellowship hall. Pastor Zachary 
Klumpp officiated the service. A private burial for family 
followed at the Vermilion Lake Township Cemetery. 

Scott A. Kroll, 65 
Scott A. Kroll, 65 year old resident of Garrison, MN, formerly 
of Royalton, MN, passed away Sunday, June 16, 2024 at 
St. Joseph’s Medical Center in Brainerd, MN. Burial will be 
at the Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery north of Little 
Falls, MN at 12:00 PM on Friday, June 28, 2024. Please join 
us immediately after for a celebration of life at Little Falls 
VFW Post #1112. Caring for Scott and his family is the 
Shelley Funeral Chapel in Little Falls, MN. 

Scott was born on May 4, 1959, to the late George and 
Bernardine (Merkling) Kroll in Ely, Minnesota. Scott enlisted 
with the US Air Force in 1977 and was honorably 
discharged in 1986. He went on to also serve in the US Air 
Reserve with an honorable discharge in 1987. He was 
united in marriage to Kyong Im Song on December 14, 1979 
in Wichita, Kansas. Scott worked at the St. Cloud Hospital 
as a biomedical engineer, technician and union rep until 
2000. He was a long-time member of Royalton American 
Legion Post #137, Little Falls VFW Post #1112, Garrison 
VFW Post #1816, as well as supporting various DAV 
chapters throughout Minnesota. Scott enjoyed picking 
agates, rock collecting and rebuilding machines from small 
engines to big diesels. He loved to laugh and will be forever 
remembered for his story-telling and long chats. 

Scott is survived by his devoted wife, Kyong Im Kroll of 
Garrison, MN; daughter, Anna (Cole) Zupko of Little Falls, 
MN; grandchildren, Leela Kroll Zupko and Hawk Zupko of 
Little Falls, MN; sister, BilleJo (William) Hawley of 
Friendship, MD; sister-in-law, Jeanette Raab Kroll of Rice, 
MN; and many nieces and nephews and lots of cousins. 

Scott was preceded in death by parents, George and 
Bernardine Kroll; brother, Jeffery Kroll; sisters, Patricia Kroll 
and Margaret Beckman; and brother-in-law, Theodore 
Beckman. 

Please join us as we gather to honor 
and celebrate the life of Ray 

Rahkola on August 3, noon – 3:00 at 
the Embarrass Town Hall located at 
7503 Levander Road in Embarrass. 

 
  



Flying Finn Page 17 July 2024 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass 
218-984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
Pastor Christina Forsythe 

Office hours 
Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 
PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
Services at 10:30 a.m. 

Communion – First Sundays 
 

 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass 

218-984-3402 
www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 

Sunday 
Family Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
Family Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Time – 6:00 p.m. 

Adult/Teen Bible Study – 7:00 p.m. 

Meetings: 

Men’s Breakfast – July 27, 8:00 a.m. 
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