Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
July 1, 2015

Present:  Gene Wright, Phil Hebl, Zane Beaton, Diane Nelmark, Roberta Pike
Visitors:  Bob Manzoline (Mesabi Trail Group), John & Jean Akkanen, Lisa Hendrickson
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
June Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Phil, Second by Gene to approve June 3, 2015 minutes.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to approve the June Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 3-0.
Old Business:
Bob Manzoline brought suggested routes for the Mesabi Trail from the Darwin Myers Wildlife Management Area to the corner of Waisanen & Hwy 21.  The next step would be to call for a public meeting to discuss the road options and provide comments to the town board as to which is most preferred.  The Mesabi Trail Group would like to connect to the campground and will work on route options for that connection.  A Community Meeting was set for 6:30 on Monday, August 3 to discuss route options and get input from affected residents and community members.  This meeting will be advertised in the Timberjay, Flying Finn and the Ely Echo.  Mesabi Trail Group will send meeting notices to landowners along the proposed routes.
Darwin S. Myers Wildlife Management Area – Jeremy Maslowski gave the latest update on WMA Trail crossing.  A feasibility study to determine engineering costs, etc., of the WMA will begin in July and should be done by August 1.  Phase 2 would then be to submit the project for outdoor heritage funding.  Planning would include what needs to be fixed, not fixed in the WMA, bridge options and areas of highest need.  The Trail association and township are asked to be patient while study is being done.  Approval at local and regional level is expected for the trail to go through the WMA as long as it’s non-bituminous.  Maslowski reiterated that horses are not permitted in the WMA.  There was discussion of bringing the two engineering groups (DNR & Trail) together so they’d be working on the same type of plan.
Wirta Rd culvert was replaced by Lakes States.  A 30’ culvert was used and it looks good.
Hanka Nevala Road quotes were discussed.  One quote was for the entire project, one for a portion.  Motion by Gene to have C&C Winger place 3” of Class 5, 22’ wide along 1600’ of Hanka Nevala, graded & rolled in for a price of $6825.  Second by Phil.  Carried 3-0.
No class 5 gravel bids.  Phil will reevaluate amounts of gravel needed and a new posting will be done and letters sent to those who’ve quoted in the past.  Motion by Gene to have Phil reevaluate and accept lowest quote, requiring gravel to be placed by August 1.  Carried 3-0.
Gene & Roger have volunteered to clear the ATV trail from the campground to the rink.  Phil will bring his skidder to clear most of the trail.
New Business:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan Muhvich introduced himself and discussed his new brushing equipment.  Dan has commercial insurance on the truck, trailer and excavator.  Motion by Phil to hire Dan Muhvich to brush 8’ off of Pylka Rd at a rate of $130/hr.  Second by Gene.  Carried 3-0.
Reports:
Maintenance: Seven picnic tables have been repaired, several left.  Tennis net was replaced.  Removed & replaced two rows of chipping/uneven tiles at town hall.  New backboard on bench at information center.  Statue repair, mowing and general maintenance & cleaning continues.
Campground:  New thermostat on water heater.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to purchase a cell phone for the caretaker to use.  Carried 3-0.
Correspondence:  Various correspondence read and filed.  No action needed.
Motion by Phil, Second by Zane to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 15137-15163: $31,786.45, Payroll $5,505.43).  Carried 2-0.
Upcoming meetings:  August 5, 2015 (Mesabi Trail Route)
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,



Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
