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Summer Solstice 

June 20, 2024 
Sunrise 5:11 a.m. 
Sunset 9:10 p.m. 

Day Length 15h 59’ 
 

 
 

The Nelimark Homestead opens May 31. Thursday-Saturday, 10-4 through September 

 
 

National Sauna Day – June 8 
Nelimark Homestead & Museum - 

9-4 
 

Father’s Day 
June 16 

 
 
Embarrass Town Board Meeting 

Wednesday, June 12, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please submit materials for the July 2024 issue to the 
Embarrass Clerk’s Office by June 20, 2024 

Office Hours Monday-Thursday 10 a.m-3 p.m.  
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, 
or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. 

Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets 
that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any 
letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. 

Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Meeting 

April 10, 2024 

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary 
Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: Roger Davies, Tana Johnson, Dennis Niemi, Paul 
Knuti, Eric Fallstrom 

The meeting was called to order by LaMar at 6:04 p.m. With 
The Pledge of Allegiance.  

St. Louis County project on Hwy 21 at Levander Road/Lehto 
Road-Left Turn Lane Project, Hwy 21 Reclaim and Overlay 
Project and Giants Ridge Road Reconstruction Project all 
considered as safety projects. Hwy 21 at Levander & Lehto 
Road is ranked at 59 out of 1,488 intersections by risk. 
Project would most likely start in June – August of 2025. 
Hwy 21 Reclaim and Overlay Project would likely start in 
May – August of 2026. LaMar asks about the corner on Hwy 
21 by weather station with past accidents is a guardrail 
possible for a St. Louis County Road Project. LaMar’s 
question will be noted for possible consideration down the 
road.  LaMar informs us about the Embarrass Fair in August 
and if possible, to have work completed with the heavy 
traffic that will be passing through. The township sign 
located on Hwy 21/ Levander Road decision to be made by 
July 4th, whether the township would like to move the sign 
or have the county move it. Signs could also be demolished 
if the township chose to and county would work with 
township on a directional sign (Green and white sign) to be 
put in the area. 

Amend March minutes to add in the paragraph of 
discussion to hold board meetings every two weeks. The 
meeting was cancelled due to the weather on March 27th 
to be noted. In Administrative Policy paragraph to remove 
s7-10 releasing of minutes and records. Motion LaMar / 
Second Garman to approve the March minutes as 
amended. Carried 3-0. 

LaMar would like to propose a respectful time frame of 
meeting.  The proposal is instead of adjourning the meeting 
is to reconvene the meeting and continue Wednesday, 
April 17. 

Paul Knuti speaks on the statues at Nelimark Property. 
Knuti would like to see the township commit to replacing 

the makeshift well. LaMar speaks to say during property 
inspections will be looked at and discussed.  Mesabi Trail 
Signage to highlight Embarrass properties and sites. 
Partnering with SISU would be an option to work on sign 
project.  Supervisors agree to support Knuti for any efforts 
with signage for the trail, but not be speaking on behalf of 
the board. 

Treasurers Report given by Novak. LaMar Motions / Second 
Lee for treasurer to make adjustment of $157 to finalize the 
balance of statements. Carried 3-0. CD disused. Motion 
LaMar / Second to roll over CD. Carried 3-0.  

Road Report given by Garman. Roads are graded but they 
are muddy and need gravel. Brushing was completed. 
Roads are grassed over from not being properly maintained 
in past years. Grader inspection report by Garman was 
discussed. Garman suggests getting a price quote from 
county to grade roads. Lee speaks to say the grader is not 
road safe. LaMar would like price quotes and data on 
county grading and quotes on repairs for grader before any 
decision can be made. Garman to get reports for cost 
repairs. 

Maintenace Report given by Lee. Meeting and election set 
up. The roof and gutters cleaned at hall, drain line flushed 
in small kitchen, leak in main kitchen repaired. Trees and 
shrubs pruned.as well as raking at cemetery. Post office 
door adjusted. Raking at campground. Heating shack roof 
repairs. Plowing and snow removal. F150 needs repairs. 

Motion Lee / Second LaMar to approve the Liquor License 
for Trapline. Carried 3-0. Clerk signs required form and 
sends to St. Louis County. 

Motion LaMar / Lee Second to approve the resolutions 
presented by Clerk to apply and accept grant funding if 
applications are accepted. Carried 3-0. 

Motion Lee to accept the claims and correspondence. 
Carried 3-0. 

LaMar recesses the meeting at 8:21 p.m. meeting to 
reconvene on Wednesday, April 17 at 6 p.m. 
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April 17, 2024 

Reconvened Meeting 

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary 
Novak, Jennnifer Boese 

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by LaMar with 
The Pledge of Allegiance. 

Lee asks about opening of campground. Water will be 
turned on when the weather permits. The expectation 
would be May 1st for caretakers to start. 

Anchor of Hope 5k run May 18 starting point will be at the 
Memorial Forest instead of Campground. 200 attendees 
are expected. 

Maintenance request of flexibility discussed. May through 
Sept. 

Lee motions: Garman Second to approve maintenance flex 
schedule. Motion Carries 3-0. 

Garman motions: LaMar Second: to approve of request to 
attend for leadership program. Carried 3-0. 

Lee Motions: Garman Second:  to collect data to submit to 
lawyer for advice. Carried 3-0 

LaMar motions: Garman Seconds:  for Lee to seek lawyer 
and once found by Lee for data to be sent. Carried 3-0. 

Grader update. Northland Tractor has agreed to come look 
at grader. 

F150 was brought to Benville for estimate. Repair estimate 
Lee motions: Garman Second:  to approve the repairs on 
F150 truck struts and power steering. Not to exceed $1,500. 
Carried 3-0. 

Memorial Day Lee asks that all staff be present at the 
service. Handicap parking should be established. Parking, 
chairs, water for color guard and more discussed. 

Meeting schedule discussed. Lee motions: Garman second: 
to hold a meeting the second Wednesday and the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Carried 2-1. 

Lee motions: Garman second to purchase couple gallons of 
bug spray for campground and a sprayer if needed. Carried 
3-0. 

DNR met with Garman and money may be available to 
townships and fire department. Relief Program funding 
source. 

Lee motions: LaMar second:  to authorize Garman to 
continue with source funding for a forestry management 
plan. Carried 3-0. 

LaMar motion: Garman second:  to approve maintenance 
to purchase bug powder to fumigate the 

Information/Visitor Center that are eating at the timbers. 
Carried 3-0. 

Garman motion: LaMar second to approve maintenance to 
purchase the paint for the ballfield buildings. Carried 3-0.  

Garman motions: to adopt the resolution of information 
request form procedure, as admitted. Carried 3-0. 

LaMar motions: Lee second: to create a community 
resource page on the website. Carried 3-0. 

LaMar motions: Garman seconds for memorial flowers to 
be ordered and sent and a tree to be planted in honor of 
Bernie Mettler. Carried 3-0. 

Audit was completed and approved. Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:36 p.m. by LaMar. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jennifer Boese 

 
Memorial Day was beautiful at the Cemetery. Thank you to 
all who volunteered and Embarrass maintenance 
employees for all your work preparing for the day. Thank 
you, Eric Garman and the ERVFD, St. Louis County 
Commissioner Paul McDonald, Pastor Christina Forsythe, 
Singer Amanda Eggebraaten, American Legion Post 241 
Color Guard, Bill Wright, Shireen Lee for all your help, of 
course thank you to our very own Roland Fowler, Greatful 
Hearts Kitchen, Kristina Spain and Lex McDonald for the 
wonderful homemade treats. What a wonderful service 
and day. 

Embarrass Heritage Park and Campground is open. Please 
call the caretaker Lori 218-410-7743 to make your 
reservation.  

Roadside Cleanup is still going on till June 17. Please call and 
let us know what road to pick up bags along the township 
roads. Thank you to those of you who have helped keep our 
township clean.  

Town Hall is a great place to hold your summer event, such 
as graduation party, birthday party, or any gathering. Call 
the Clerk office at 218-984-2084 to reserve your day.  

Have a great month everyone! 

Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk 
  

Clerk’s Corner 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 
1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 

Full Page = $22 
To place an ad, write to: 

The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 
Embarrass MN 55732 

Email 
embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 

or call the Embarrass Town Clerk 
at 984-2084. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to The 
Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $15 for one year, payable to 
the Town of Embarrass, 7503 Levander 
Road, Embarrass, MN 55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and on 
following pages. Neither the Town of 
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints or 
ideology of these groups or their events. 
The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any letter 
to the editor or submitted material. 

 

 

 

 
Embarrass Flower 

& Garden Club 
 
 
 

Monday, June 3, 2024 
7:00 p.m. 

Embarrass Town Hall 
We encourage the public to join us if 
you are interested in flower and 
vegetable gardening. Coffee an’ will 
be served by the members. If you 
have any questions about the club, 
please contact Linda Cox at (218) 
780-4143. 
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Waasa 
Township 
Regular Meeting 

April 3, 2024 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric 
Pulkinen, Steve Sipola, Kim Daugherty and Sandra 
Gibson 

Visitors: Shireen Lee, Winnie Koivisto, Jerry 
Koivisto 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board 
Chair, Mike Johnson and was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the 
March 6, 2024 Meeting Minutes. Mike supported. 
Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for March 2024: 
$55.20 from dividend at EVFCU. Disbursements 
from General Fund totaled $2,540.14 and $82.50 
from Cemetery Fund. Mike approved the 
Treasurer’s report with Steve supporting. Carried (3-
0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve 
payment of the bills listed below plus payroll and 
PERA with support from Steve. Carried (3-0). 

Claims: 

· Babbitt Weekly News, $50.00, PNP Election 
Notice 

· Bruce’s Snowplowing Service, $50.00, Town 
Hall Plowing 

· Daugherty, Kim, $75.15, Treasurer’s Computer 
Software 

· Lake Country Power ------- (Not Yet Received) 
· Menards, $5.88 Fly Ribbon, Paper Supplies 
· St. Louis County Auditor, $175.00, 1st and 2nd 

Half Property Tax 
· Shere, Julie, $25.00, Annual Meeting Moderator 
· Sipola, Steve, $19.43, Reimb: Road Inspection 

Mileage 
· U.S. Treasury, $196.38, Quarterly Taxes 

Visitors: One of the visitors said she was from the 
Embarrass Town Board and is visiting area township 
to observe their process at each meeting. 

Road Report: During Steve’s recent road 
inspection, he found some roads to be muddy with 
frost beginning to surface. Dale and Beckman roads 
will be given priority for gravel and grading. Work will 

begin as soon as SLC is ready and will include the 
town hall driveway. 

Cemetery: Grading will be done on the cemetery 
road. 

Old Business: 

New Business: Action needed to be taken on 
Annual Meeting motions: 

· Cemetery Clean-up Day on Saturday, May 18th 
at 10 a.m. to noon. 

· $75 charge for non-resident hall rental. Renters 
will be charged the cost of snow removal, if 
plowing is needed—Approved by Mike and 
supported by Eric. Carried (3-0). 

· Polling hours—Primary Election: 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m. and General Election: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.—
Motion by Mike and seconded by Eric. Carried 
(3-0). 

· Mike will do more research on solar panels for 
our open field behind the hall. 

Eric and Sandra plan to attend the Spring Short 
Courses in our area are being held on April 4th and 
April 5th. Payment must be made at the door. 

The LBAE Meeting will be held at the town hall on 
April 23, 2024 from 4-5:00 p.m. All 3 supervisors 
plan to be in attendance. 

The Lake Country Power bill was not received by the 
Clerk. After checking with the company, Sandra was 
informed that cities and townships are now put in a 
different billing period. They will now be due on the 
30th of each month which make it impossible to 
approve and make payment on time, due to the fact 
that our meetings are at the beginning of each 
month. (First Wednesday of each month.) Mike 
moved to make Auto-payments to Lake Country 
Power with a second from Eric. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer Kim Daughtery stated that she wishes to 
have Winnie Koivisto as her Deputy Treasurer. Mike 
moved to accept Winifred Koivisto as new Deputy 
Treasurer with a second from Eric. Carried (3-0). 
Clerk’s note: Winifred was sworn in immediately 
after the meeting. 

Correspondence: A letter from Babbitt Public 
Library asking for a donation for best sellers. Tabled. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 
8:50 p.m. and was supported by Eric. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa 
Town Clerk Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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Civic engagement 
and Cemetery Clean up 

It is officially spring in Embarrass and that 
means clean up time! A group of dedicated 
volunteers met at the Embarrass Cemetery on 
Saturday, May 19, for a couple of hours to help 
out. These volunteers cleaned moss and lichen 
from many headstones. A few monuments 
needed to be re-set and straightened and 
cleaned from years of turf overgrowth. One 
group was dedicated to adding fill dirt to level 
areas in order to make it easier to mow. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who made 
this event possible. Special thanks to 
Volunteers like Amanda and her family for 
modeling civic engagement by giving back to 
the community. Your actions set the example 
for our youth who are the future leaders of our 
community. 

The event was put together by the Cemetery 
Committee. Sexton and Board Supervisor, Eric 
Garman, chairs the group. For more 
information about helping keep our cemetery 
looking great, contact Eric. 
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EMBARRASS REGION FAIR 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 

MINUTES 

May 9, 2024 @ 6:30 pm 

Board members present: Tana 
Johnson (Chair), Sarah Wallert-

Ramponi (Vice Chair), Preston Tripp (Treasurer) Laura 
Stella (Secretary) William Ramponi, Tracey Muhvich, Zane 
Beaton, Carissa Smith 

Attendees: Carl Peterson, Janine Patten, Jared Wright, Sue 
Beaton, Jerry Meier, Bonnie Meier, Paul Knuti, Bernadine 
Seablom (virtual) 

Call to order: A quorum of Directors was present. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Minutes: April 11, 2024 meeting minutes were approved 
by email on 5/8/24. Per Association bylaws, all Directors 
signed a written consent affirming their votes. The written 
consent will be filed with March minutes. Minutes were 
passed with 7 ayes and 1 abstention. 

Agenda – All materials for the agenda are available for 
public viewing. Please email info@embarrassrfa.org to 
request a time to view agenda materials. 

Chair Update (Tana) 

 Chair update was provided by email on 4/30/24. There 
were no questions on the update. 

 There has been a request to rent out the Timber Hall 
Event Center (THEC) tables for various private events. 
Jerry Meier shared that historically this has not been 
done due to the extra wear and tear on the tables. 
Zane proposed that the Board limit the number of 
tables available for rent to provide some assess 
protection. It was also proposed that a security deposit 
be required and it should be prorated based on the 
number of tables being rented. Before any rentals can 
be approved, it must be ensured that there are no 
other events taking place at THEC where the tables 
would be required. The Board generally agreed they 
would like to explore this idea further and will continue 
to discuss. 

 Embarrass Township has requested to use the THEC’s 
PA system for the Memorial Day Service at the 
Embarrass Cemetery. The Board all agreed to approve 
this request, though no formal vote took place. Tana 
will work with the Township Supervisor to get them the 
PA system for the Service. 

 Action Items were reviewed and updated as necessary. 

Committee Updates (45 minutes) 

Nominating & Governance Committee – Sarah 

 Committee Update provided to the board via email on 
5/2/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Sarah continues to work on the framework for a Board 
manual. All suggestions and feedback are welcome! 

 Sarah nominated Carissa to take on the role of Board 
Chair. Carissa accepted the nomination. Sarah made a 
motion to appoint Carissa as Board Chair. Tracey 
seconded. The motion passed 7-0, with one 
abstention. 

 Sarah has worked to update our Cold Storage Policy 
and Cold Storage Rental contract. Copies of the 
updated documents were provided to the board in the 
Committee update. Tana will send Sarah Teri Joki’s 
email address so that Teri can also review the updated 
policies and contract. 

Finance Committee – Preston 

 Treasurer’s Report provided to the board via email on 
4/30/24. There were no questions on the update. 
Preston advised that some corrections were needed to 
the Treasurer’s Report. The figures are correct, but 
some of the categorization of spending was incorrect. 
William made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report with the updates discussed. Carissa seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 The board completed its second review of the Credit 
Card Policy. Tracey made a motion to accept the Credit 
Card policy. Sarah seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. The policy will be added to the Policy 
Manual. 

 Preston advised the account with Fraboni will be set up 
as soon as he has the credit card from the Credit Union. 

 The board discussed how the grant funds from Lake 
Country Power should be spent. Carissa made a motion 
to spend the funds on round pen panels for the arena. 
Sarah seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 The Board discussed the 3M Grant and how it needed 
to be spent. Bernadine advised that the funds can be 
spent per the Event Committee’s discretion. 

 Tracey made a motion to remove Janine from the bank 
account signature card and add Carissa. Laura 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

 The ERFA’s tax returns were reviewed. The CPA 
advised no taxes are owed on bingo and raffles, but 
states the IRS may determine that taxes are owed. If 
this occurs, the CPA will provide an opinion letter 
indicating his research and why he believes no taxes 
are owed. The return is ready for e-filing. The Board 
discussed the 2023 Minnesota Charitable Organization 
Report and Laura made a motion to pass a resolution 
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approving the 2023 Minnesota Charitable Organization 
Report. Preston seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 Janine provided a draft of a Fixed Asset Policy for the 
Board’s review. This policy determines how to 
depreciate/expense assets. The Board will provide any 
feedback on this policy to Janine and a vote to adopt 
the policy will be held in June. 

Strategic Planning & Grant Committee – Tana  

 Grant Committee Update provided to the board via 
email on 4/30/24. There were no questions on the 
update. 

 Tana reviewed the status of all current Grant Activity. 
No action is needed by the Board at this time for any 
grant work. 

 Strategic Planning Committee Update was not 
provided for May. 

 Next Strategic Planning Committee Meeting: 5/14/24 
at 6pm at Timber Hall. There will be a guest at this 
meeting that will discuss how artists/artisans can apply 
for grant funding. 

Events Committee – Carissa. 

 Committee update was provided to the board via email 
on 5/9/24. There were no questions on the update.  

 272 meals served at the May pancake breakfast. 
Pancake breakfasts will resume on October 5, 2024. 

 Sarah and William presented a proposal to the Board 
to resume Tae Kwon Do on September 24, 2024. 
Tracey made a motion to accept the proposal and have 
Tae Kwon Do resume in September. Preston seconded. 
The motion passed 5-0 with two abstentions. 

 May Events 
o Puzzle Competition will be held on May 11 from 

11am-2pm at Timber Hall. There are several teams 
registered, including a team coming up from 
Cloquet! There will be prizes awarded to all 
members of the 1st and 2nd place teams (8 
individuals).  

o Kids Indoor Movie will be held on May 10 at 
5:30pm at Timber Hall. The movie will be “Finding 
Nemo”. 

o Tae Kwon Do and Indoor Walking will continue 
thru May 29th. There will be no Tae Kwon Do or 
Indoor Walking on Monday, May 27, 2024 
(Memorial Day).  

o The DAV will be at the May pancake breakfast and 
another blood drive will be held that day as well. 

 Next Committee Meeting – 6/4/24 at 6 p.m. at Timber 
Hall 

Fair Committee – Tracey 

 Committee updates provided to the board via email on 
5/3/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 A new event, Mutton Busting, will be held at the Fair 
this year and they are requesting a budget of 
$1,255.00. The event hosts believe this budget will be 
covered by their sponsors. However, if the sponsorship 
cannot meet the full need, the Association’s budget 
can support the event. Our current waiver will work for 
this event. William made a motion to approve this 
budget request. Carissa seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 The Flying Finn 5k event is asking for a budget increase 
of $1,160.00 for a total budget of $1,830.00. The 
increase will help support the chip timing, technical 
support, and the support trailer that will be used at the 
event. William made a motion to approve the budget 
request. Sarah seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 All inside vendor spaces for the 2024 Fair have been 
booked! There are still vendor spaces available under 
the eaves and on the grounds. 

 There has not been any additional feedback on the 
proposed Fair policies, so they will be adopted as is. 

 Next Committee Meeting: 5/16/24 at 6:30pm at 
Timber Hall; 6/20/24 at 6:30pm at Timber Hall 

Maintenance Committee – Jared 

 Committee update provided to the board via email on 
5/9/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 A new generator has been installed and lumber will be 
purchased shortly to complete the ticket booth repairs. 

 Jared is proposing a monthly cleaning/maintenance 
day to happen on the first Saturday of the month 
beginning on June 1. An alternate date will be provided 
for July to accommodate the 4th of July holiday. When 
the dates are finalized, they will be advertised on our 
social media pages. 

 45 additional tables for the Timber Hall are ready for 
pick up at L&M. Jared will arrange to pick them up. 

Volunteer Committee – Laura 

 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 
5/5/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Outreach was completed to two individuals who 
indicated they would like to volunteer when they 
registered their children for the Timber Hall Kids Club. 
We are working to set up a time to meet. 

 Volunteer hours to date: 1981 (some event hours still 
outstanding) 

 The first of the Timber Hall Kids Club birthday cards 
were sent out. This will continue each month. 

 Bernadine presented a personal development course 
from the Smithsonian called “The Bias Inside Us”. The 
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Board is encouraged to take this training, as are all our 
committee managers. The intent of the course is to 
help us become aware of any unconscious biases we 
may hold and how they may impact how we interact 
with each other and those who come to our events. 
The course can be accessed by going to 
https://biasinsideus.si.edu/online-exhibition/  
o Questions on this course can be sent to 

volunteers@embarrassrfa.org  

Marketing Committee – Carissa 

 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 
5/7/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Sarah is requesting that an advertisement be included 
in the Flying Finn for another Certified Food Protection 
Manager. We still need at least one more. 

 Carissa will also include the board chair change in the 
next Flying Finn bundle. 

 Sue has asked if anyone is available to take over the 
responsibility of getting the Community Events 
announcements to the Timberjay and Hometown 
Focus. Laura will reach out to Sue to discuss. 

Arena committee – Carl 

 The Arena Committee held their first big meeting on 
4/13/24. There was a lot of good discussion on the 
future of the arena and Carl reported that all attendees 
were very excited about the possibilities. 

 Carl presented a budget proposal for a Trail Riding Log 
program. He is requesting a budget of $300 to 
implement this program. Tracey made a motion to 
approve the budget request. Preston seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 The committee is also seeking sponsorships to help 
with other expenses. Carl will connect with Carissa to 
discuss the procedures for soliciting donations and 
how to obtain the board approved materials. 

 The arena is in need of extensive repairs. A meeting will 
be held on May 22, 2024 at 3pm to assess the arena 
condition and discuss next steps. Carl has done some 
research on area repair/improvement companies and 
provided a quote to the Board from Red River Arenas. 
The Board should consider this and think about a path 
forward for repairs. Carl is suggesting that investment 
in repairs should begin by 2025. 

 Zane advised that he may not be able to provide his 
tractor for Team Penning and the Fair. He is 
investigating the cost of an insurance rider. 

 The next Arena Committee meeting will be held on 
May 14, 2024 at 6:30pm. 

Rental Updates 

 Timber Hall Rentals 
o Next Rental on May 18, 2024 

No further discussion was needed. Carissa made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting. Laura seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 

To put an item on the agenda, contact the Secretary at 
info@embarrassrfa.org 

Feedback – The public is encouraged to provide feedback 
to the Board on what you like, what you dislike, and where 
we can improve. Please be as specific as possible. 

Mail: Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box 83, Embarrass MN 
55732 
Email the Board: info@embarrassrfa.org 
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Timber Hall Event Center  Events: 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 3 4 
Event 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm 

5 6 
 

7 8 
Northwoods 
Saddle Club 
Play Day 
9:30am 

9 10 11 
SP Comm 
Meeting 6pm 

12 13 
Association 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

14 15 
SLC Summer 
Series & 
Barrel Race 
9am 
 

16 17 18 
Embarrass 
Vermillion 
FCU Annual 
Meeting 6pm 

19 20 
Fair Planning 
Meeting 
6:30pm 

21 22 
Private Event 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 July 1 2 
Event 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm 

3 4 
Happy 
Independence 
Day! 

5 6 
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Adopt – A – Seat Campaign 

Dedicate a chair, bleacher row, bench, or 
picnic table in honor of a friend or loved one, 

your family, or organization. 
Donate online at: 

www.givemn.org/story/Adopt-A-Seat 

 
Interested in joining our organization? 

We are actively seeking people to fill positions as: 
Marketing Manager 

Event Committee Manager 
Fundraising Coordinator 

Email volunteers@embarrassrfa.org if you would 
like to participate. 

 

 
We are actively seeking an interested 

individual to fill a position as a 
Certified Food Protection Manager 

 
Email volunteers@embarrassrfa.org if 

you would like to participate. 

 
Email volunteers@embarrassrfa.org to 

sign up or for more information. 
Interested in planning or collaborating on events? Email info@embarrassrfa.org to get involved! 
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
Ray D. Rahkola, 74 
Ray Dennis Rahkola, 74, of Panama City Beach, Fla., 
passed away on May 5, 2024. Services are to be 
determined. When information is available, it can be 
found via Facebook family members or the What’s UP 
Embarrass, Minnesota Facebook page. 

Ray was born on Dec. 15, 1949. He was a longtime 
resident of Embarrass. He enjoyed many years of law 
enforcement, retiring from the Minnesota State Patrol, 
and also retiring as a local business owner. 

Ray was a very special, caring husband to Cheryl, 
father, grandfather, brother and friend to many, many 
people. Ray will be truly and deeply missed by every 
person ever blessed with knowing him. 

Don H. Sandnas, 78 
Don Hans Sandnas, 78, died on May 2, 2024. He 
survived lung cancer and later fought a courageous 
battle with stage IV esophageal cancer. The family 
gives a heartfelt thank you to the East Range Hospice 
team who gave him great comfort and care. The 
encouragement and prayers of Don’s faith family kept 
him going. Don always said, “You gotta die before you 
get to Heaven.” He passed away at home, from the 
loving arms of his family into the loving arms of His 
Savior in Heaven. Don will be missed. “I thank my God 
upon every remembrance of you.” Philippians 1:3. A 
memorial service was held on May 11 at Heritage Trail 
Bible Church in McKinley with Pastor Gus Layman 
officiating. Burial was at Calvary Cemetery in Virginia.  

Don was born to Hans Sandnas and Jennie (Jarvi) 
Sandnas, and lived his life in Sandy Township. He met 
the love of his life, Kathy, at Pike School 14 in the third 
grade, reconnected with her later, dated for three 
years, and graduated from Embarrass High School in 
1964. He worked at Pittsburgh Pacific Mining Co, and 
married Kathy in 1966. He decided to be self-
employed, got a skidder, a logging truck, sub-
contractors, and operated as Don Sandnas Logging 
Inc. He cut private wood and worked for years on 
Cleveland Cliffs Mining land. He delivered logs to 
paper mills and provided firewood for many local 
people. Since he knew that trees are a renewable 
resource, he implemented planting many trees. He 
was a member of and participated in yearly education 
from the Minnesota Timber Producers Association.  

Don enjoyed bowling on the Country Crossroads 
team, snowmobiling, singing, and dancing with Kathy. 
His children were active in music, and his 
grandchildren were active in music and sports, so the 
family loved to be together to support them. A lot of 
time was happily spent on benches. Don and Kathy 

had three awesome children, and welcomed three 
foreign exchange students into their forever family. 
Keeping family glued together and supportive of each 
other with frequent time together was an important 
goal of Don’s. 

Don had no doubt that he was a sinner. He heard the 
gospel, and at the age of 31 accepted Christ as his 
Personal Savior. The more he learned about God’s 
Word, the more he wanted to be used. At almost every 
opportunity, he shared the Gospel message. Don put 
on lots of miles traveling with his guitar to entertain, 
comfort, and share verses with friends. His brother, 
Dale, and later more family and friends, joined in and 
brought music and verses to local nursing homes, 
assisted livings, and churches. 

The verse he got saved on was John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

Don is survived by his wife of almost 58 years, Kathy; 
children, Richard Don Sandnas, Maria (Tim) 
Hannuksela and Julie (Trent) Ioerger; twin 
grandchildren, Hunter and Hannah Hannuksela; 
bonus children, Jenny (Corey) Runia of Idaho, Martijn 
Hoek of Holland, Jakub (Maggie) Dostal of Czech 
Republic and Biljana (Stanko) Cerin of Croatia; 
siblings, Barbara (Ken) Kallio, Bonnie (Kevin) Lynch, 
Dale Sandnas, Gail (Bill) Paun, Kevin (Kathy Ollila) 
Sandnas and Peter (Ann) Sandnas; and many special 
cousins, nephews and nieces. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; Kathy’s parents, John (Mary 
Wozniak) Bukovac; brother, Robert James Sandnas; 
brother-in-law, Michael Bukovac; and sister-in-law, 
Wendy (Burrows) Sandnas. 

Dennis Iverson, 70 
Dennis “Denny” Iverson, 70, of Hutchinson, formerly of 
Ely, passed away peacefully on May 5, 2024, at 
Harmony River Living Center where he has been a 
resident for six years following a massive stroke. A 
private remembrance will be held near the family cabin 
on Lake Vermilion over Memorial Day weekend. 

He is survived by his father, Rueben (Gayle) Iverson; 
daughter, Holly (Jason Waite) Iverson; ex-wife, Dawn 
Peterson; siblings, Susan (Zane) Beaton, David 
(Renee) Iverson, Anita Clegg, Daniel (Donna Hewitt) 
Iverson and Darrik (Paula) Iverson; stepchildren, Tami 
(Randy) Vitales and Randy (Kim Johnson) Larsen; 
grandchildren, Logan and Olivia; step-granddaughter, 
Jazmine; and numerous cousins, nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his mother, 
Yvonne J. Iverson. 
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OBITUARIES continued 
Bernard T. Mettler, 60 
Bernard Thomas “Bernie” Mettler, 60 of Long Prairie, 
died tragically in a UTV accident on April 13, 2024. A 
memorial service was held on May 20 at the 
Evangelical Free Church of Embarrass with Pastor 
Marlin Bjornrud officiating. Memorials are preferred, 
and may be sent to Joshua Mettler, 5606 E Taylor Rd, 
Embarrass, MN 55732. 

Frederick A. Lesemann, 74 
Frederick “Fred” Allan Lesemann, 74, of El Paso, 
Texas, passed away peacefully in his home 
surrounded by loved ones on May 8, 2024. No public 
services will be held. Notes can be sent to Jennifer 
Nelson, 11976 Banner Crest Dr, El Paso, TX 79936. 
The family asks that friends please perform an act of 
kindness for a person in need, in Fred’s honor. 

Fred was born on Oct. 12, 1949, in Ray, to Elmer and 
Dorthy Lesemann. He grew up on the Iron Range and 
graduated from Embarrass High School in 1968. He 
later married his high school sweetheart, Kathie 
Matero (Zavala), and they had three daughters 
together. He and his family moved to Wyoming in 1984 
where he worked as a ranch hand, and later drove 
truck for Savage Trucking. Fred moved to Texas in 
2014 where he spent the last 10 years of his 
retirement. Fred loved to hunt and fish. Spending time 
with his grandchildren was the highlight of his 
retirement. 

Fred had a special excitement for holidays and 
birthdays. He would never miss a chance to reach out 
and call his loved ones on the phone. He was a giving 
and loving man who would make sure no one went 
hungry or cold. He would jump at the chance to feed 
someone or give them a jacket. Fred always made 
sure to give his grandchildren their first bike, fishing 
rod, and gun. He was a beloved dad, brother, uncle, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 

Fred is survived by his daughters, Lyn (Shakeel) 
Kahn, Kristen (Vicente) Pantoja and Jennifer (Ronald) 
Nelson; siblings, Janet McKeon, Ellen Hitner, David 
Lesemann and Patricia Lesemann; grandchildren, 
Shaina, Dustin, Austin, William, Alexander and 
Adaam; three great-grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Elmer and 
Dorthy Lesemann; sisters, Phillis Lesemann and 
Dorthy Nevala; and brother, Thomas Lesemann. 

 
SISU Heritage 

Monthly Mtg. 
May 2024 

Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Ron Sutton, Dan Alto, Jon Salo, 
Tom Sheehan, David Pike, Linda Koskela, Cindy Scherer, 
Mickey White, John Kinnunen 
Guests: Paul Knuti, Carol Knuti, Roberta Pike, Marti 
Kinnunen 
1. April minutes were approved with corrections in #5 (in 

preparation of) instead of follow-up and (June 21) not 
20. 

2. April’s financial report was accepted with a motion by 
Ron S., second Dan A., MC 

3. Membership remains the same as last month 132-42 
lifetime. 

4. Paul K. & Tom S. updated how grant application is 
progressing toward completing the 1st draft of the LHB 
proposal to work on phase 4 & 5 of the Seitaniemi 
Homestead. 

5. Ron S. read a written article about the Artisans which 
will be posted in the Flying Finn Paper advertising the 
happenings at the Nelimark Gift Shop & Museum 
beginning on the opening dates May 30th -31st & 
June 1st (10-4pm). 

6. Marlin B. gave an update that he met with Jack LaMar 
to review the agreement of the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Embarrass Town Board & 
the SISU Heritage Inc. Board. 

7. Correspondence from Heather Mahoney informed the 
SISU Board her Face book site has been 
compromised and is shut-down. To continue a SISU 
Face book page a replacement for Heather will need 
to be selected. 

8. Saturday, June 8,2024 (9 am.-4pm.)  National 
Sauna Day is Finalized! 
Posters listing events, displays, entertainment, 
tours & food will be posted in businesses in our 
surrounding communities. 
Come One and All for lots to see and do! Free 
admission & Fun! 

9. A motion to reimburse Cindy S. for a bill of $207.41 by 
Mickey W., second Dan A., covers the cost of food for 
the National Sauna Day in June. MC. 

 
Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 

The next meeting is Monday, June 17, 2024 @ 6:30 pm. 
At the Embarrass Town Hall.  
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ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

No June stops in Embarrass 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
 

 
 

 

Sauna Day celebration set for June 8 

EMBARRASS- Join Sisu Heritage to celebrate 
the Finnish tradition of sauna on National Sauna 
Day, Saturday, June 8. The free, family-friendly 
event is outdoors, rain or shine, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Nelimark Homestead and Museum on 
Hwy. 21 in Embarrass. 

Saunas from six different companies will be on 
display and for sale, along with locally-made 
Lamppa sauna stoves. A pulled pork meal will 
be available and the squeaky cheese lady is 
coming back. The traditional boot-throwing 
contest and Wendy Sweney’s adorable baby 
goats will be fun for all ages. Bill and Kate Isles 
of Duluth will provide music under the tent from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There is a tour of four local 
saunas at 1 p.m. Sign up at the event. 

The Farmstead Artisans gift shop will be open, 
offering free coffee and selling an array of 
handmade and homemade goodies and crafts. 
Tour the museum rooms and exhibits, the 
buildings on the grounds including the historic 
sauna, and the old farm implements. 

National Sauna Day is sponsored by Sisu 
Heritage and these generous local businesses: 
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit Union, Lamppa 
Mfg. of Tower, Mealey’s Gift & Sauna Shop, 
Lakehead Constructors, C & C Winger, and 
Trapline Liquor & Convenience. 
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Embarrass Veterans (2024) 
1. Aho, Walter 
2. Albritten, Yewell 
3. Alto, Uuno 
4. Anderson, Elmer 
5. Anderson, Gene 
6. Brownlee, Charles 
7. Bruno, Ross 
8. Bukal, Dustin 
9. Bukal, Nick 
10. Bukal, Matt 
11. Byke, John 
12. Clark, Don 
13. Erickson, Erland 
14. Erickson, Erwin 
15. Folman, Darryl  
16. Folman, William 
17. Grunwald, Marlyn 
18. Hanka, Hugo 
19. Hanka, Levi 
20. Hanka, Melvin 
21. Hannula, Felix 
22. Hannula, Uuno 
23. Harju, Emil 
24. Heikkila, Harold 
25. Heikkila, Reino 
26. Hill, John 
27. Hill, Laurie 
28. Holmes, Arnold 
29. Honkola, Howard 
30. Honkola, Rodney 
31. Hujanen, Duane 
32. Hutta, Arthur 
33. Hutta, Raymond 
34. Isaacson, Ronald 
35. Johnson, Adolf 
36. Johnson, Archie 
37. Johnson, Arthur 
38. Johnson, Emil 
39. Johnson, Jack 
40. Johnson, Leonard 
41. Johnson, LeRoy 
42. Johnson, Stanley 
43. Jorgenson, Robert 
44. Kallio, Eino 
45. Kallio, Reino 
46. Karasti, Frank 
47. Kehus, Jalmer 
48. Kehus, Leslie 
49. Keskitalo, Verner 
50. Ketola, Dennis 

51. Kinney, Evan Jr 
52. Kinnunen, Clarence 
53. Kinnunen, Willard 
54. Kmett, Richard Sr. 
55. Koivisto, William 
56. Kompelien, Jeffrey 
57. Kompelien, Vernon 
58. Konstenius, Wilbert 
59. Konu, Charles 
60. Koski, Gerald 
61. Koski, William 
62. Kruckenberg, Fred 
63. Kukko, Eino 
64. Laitinen, Allen 
65. Laitinen, Aulis 
66. Laitinen, Taimo 
67. Laitinen, William 
68. Lamppa, Elmer 
69. Lamppa, Ernest 
70. Lamppa, Howard 
71. Lamppa, Isaac 
72. Lamppa, Lloyd  
73. Lee, Arnold 
74. Lehto, Fred 
75. Lehto, Reino 
76. Lehto, Robert 
77. Lehto, Walfred 
78. Lehto, Walter 
79. Lehto, William 
80. Lerfeld, Ken 
81. Lislegard, Ingvald 
82. Maki, Arvo Oscar 
83. Maki, Eino 
84. Maki, Frank 
85. Maki, Reino 
86. Maki, Rodney 
87. Makkyla, John 
88. Martin, William 
89. Mattson, Arnold 
90. McElderry, Helen 
91. McPeak, Charles 
92. Miller, Richard 
93. Minier, Ervin 
94. Myers, Darwin 
95. Nelimark, Benjamin 
96. Nelimark, Phileman 
97. Nelmark, Gust 
98. Nevala, Daryl 
99. Nevala, Steve 
100. Niemi, Leonard 

101. Nikula, Bruno 
102. Norby, Billy 
103. Norha, Arnold 
104. Norha, Richard (Don Johnson) 
105. Norrell, Harvey 
106. O’Farrell, Hugh 
107. Olson, Richard 
108. Paatela, Eugene 
109. Palo, Art 
110. Palo, Helmi 
111. Palo, Walter 
112. Parin, Richard 
113. Parin, William 
114. Pedginsey, Adam 
115. Pellinen, Raymond 
116. Petrell, Phillip 
117. Petrell, Wilfred 
118. Pieterila, Oscar 
119. Porspakka, Laurie 
120. Pulkinen, Robert 
121. Pyhala, Edward 
122. Pylka, Oscar 
123. Rahkola, Raymond 
124. Ritari, Neil 
125. Rolfson, Vernon 
126. Sanders, Earl 
127. Scherer, Kenneth 
128. Schmidt, Adolph 
129. Schroeder, Del 
130. Solem, Ervin 
131. Stoudt, David 
132. Suihkonen, Edwin 
133. Suihkonen, James 
134. Suihkonen, Sigvert 
135. Syrjanen, Raymond 
136. Taapa, Einar 
137. Tornow, Richard 
138. Trangsrud, Emery 
139. Waisanen, Eino 
140. Waisanen, Jan 
141. Waisanen, John 
142. Waris, Carl 
143. Waris, George 
144. Warren, Wally 
145. Weyer, Gregory 
146. Wiitala, Arvid 
147. Worlin, John 
148. Wuori, John 
149. Zahnow, Arnold 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass 
218-984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
Pastor Christina Forsythe 

Office hours 
Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

www.apostoliclutheran.org 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 

Services at 10:30 a.m. 
Communion – First Sundays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass 

218-984-3402 
www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 

Sunday 
Family Bible Class, 9:00 a.m. 
Family Worship, 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer Time – 6:00 p.m. 

Adult/Teen Bible Study – 7:00 p.m. 

Meetings: 

Baptism Service – June 13, 5:00 p.m. at John 
Anderson Home on Birch Lake 

Men’s Breakfast – June 22, 8:00 a.m. 

Sermons: 
June 2: “Clinging to Shadows” 
June 9: “Discipleship for Visual People” 
June 16: “The Yoke” 
June 23: “The Shepherd’s Staff” 
June 30: “The Basin and the Towel” 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Flying Finn Page 20 June 2024 

2024 
 April 23 

27/65 
trace pc 

April 24 
19/51 

April 25 
19/54 

April 26 
29/65 

April 27 
41/54 

pc 1.01” 
 

April 28 
34/46 

pc .05” 
 

April 29 
32/42 

pc .33” 
sn .20” 

April 30 
32/40 

pc .25” 
 

May 1 
37/55 

pc .22” 

May 2 
29/54 

pc .02” 
 

May 3 
32/52 

pc .02” 

May 4 
40/66 

pc .10” 

May 5 
27/54 

pc .13”  

May 6 
27/63 

 

May 7 
40/71 

May 8 
40/56 

pc .15” 

May 9 
29/68 

 

May 10 
32/63 

May 11 
29/57 

pc .11” 

May 12 
48/67 

trace pc 

May 13 
28/70 

 

May 14 
29/61 

 

May 15 
30/64 

 

May 16 
39/68 

pc .15” 

May 17 
33/50 

pc .25” 

May 18 
41/69 

pc .15” 

May 19 
38/78 

 

May 20 
44/68 
pc .08” 

May 21 
48/68 

pc .87” 

May 22 
52/57 pc 2.02” 

May 23 
37/53 

pc .31” 

  

 

2023 May 1 
32/41 

pc .07” 

May 2 
32/44 

May 3 
24/56 

May 4 
26/67 

trace pc 

May 5 
30/65 

May 6 
35/61 

May 7 
44/57 

pc .10” 

May 8 
45/50 

pc .02” 

May 9 
39/58 

trace pc 

May 10 
42/71 

trace pc 

May 11 
44/73 

pc .08” 

May 12 
46/83 

May 13 
43/80 

May 14 
39/72 

May 15 
32/72 

May 16 
33/76 

May 17 
36/71 

May 18 
41/64 

May 19 
41/59 

pc .26” 

May 20 
30/61 

May 21 
35/71 

May 22 
38/74 

May 23 
38/77  

May 24 
44/83  

May 25 
36/61 

 

May 26 
40/74  

May 27 
45/81  

May 28 
35/80 

 

May 29 
44/81 

 

May 30 
56/80 

 

May 31 
59/80 

pc 1.07” 

   

 


