Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
June 3, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:  Gene Wright, Phil Hebl, Diane Nelmark
Visitors:  Mickey White, Mary Novak, Paul Knuti, Jessica VanDuyn (MN DNR), Bob Manzoline (Mesabi Trail Group), John & Jean Akkanen
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
May Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Phil, Second by Gene to approve May 6, 2015 minutes.  Carried 2-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to approve the April Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 2-0. 
Old Business:
Gene met with property owners near the cemetery regarding trails and No Trespassing signs.  Owner didn’t know where the exact property line was, but agreed to move the signs now that the line is marked.
Phil contacted Lake States regarding the culvert on Wirta Rd.  Their solution to repair the culvert using a 4’ section of culvert was unacceptable.  Further contact will be made to see if they can update us on the status of the repair.
One estimate was received for adding a 6” to 9” lift to the north end of Hanka Nevala Rd.  Clarification is needed on what exactly was included in the price.  Similar quotes will be sought by posting at the local posting places with quotes to be in by July 1.
The grader operator estimates that 145 cubic yards of gravel will be needed for township roads in 2015.  Posting will be done with quotes to be in by July 1.
New Business:
Bob Manzoline of the Mesabi Trail Group updated the board on discussions that have taken place between that group and the MN DNR regarding having the trail go through the Darwin Myers Wildlife Management Area.  Per Bob (and DNR Representative Jessica VanDuyn who also attended), the DNR believes the most agreeable option would be to construct the trail segment with a limestone or crushed gravel surface with trail maintenance being the responsibility of the Mesabi Trail Group.  Other DNR recommendations are that mountain bike races would not be authorized (not a compatible use) and that informational kiosks at both ends will be required so the public is aware they are entering a WMA with special regulations.  The Tower Area Wildlife Manager needs to send these recommendations for Division and Commissioner approval.  The Corps of Engineers would then need to be consulted and an easement may be necessary.  A future public meeting will discuss route options and how local roads/homes could be affected.  At the July meeting the board will discuss route options and what to do with roads along the proposed routes.
An ATV access trail is needed for campground visitors to have direct access to the Prospectors Trailhead without having to load up and trailer the ATV’s.  An old logging trail is available.  The board will flag this trail for clearing by the maintenance crew.
The maintenance department schedule was discussed.  Caleb & Dave will work 3 days a week each.  One will work Monday through Wednesday, the other Tuesday through Thursday.  Gene or Zane will talk to the guys about which works better.  Roger and Alvin will continue with their normal schedules.
The 2015-2016 Fire Department Contract was reviewed and approved on a motion by Gene, seconded by Phil.
Reports:
Roads:  Another issue with the fiber optic installation has occurred on Lamppa Lane.  Phil will talk to the affected property owner(s).
Sisu:  Nelimark house may need painting in the next few years.  The artisans have asked to have a few brushy trees be removed from the Salo Rd / Hwy 21 corner.  The board requested Sisu propose a maintenance agreement as they have in the past to clarify responsibilities of the township versus what Sisu members or Artisans will be responsible for.
Prospectors Trail Alliance:  A $50,000 grant was received from the IRRRB to help with construction/completion of the Embarrass to Tower portion of the trail.  This portion is expected to be done by August of this year.
Correspondence:  Diane will attend the MATS Short Course in Walker on June 24.  Various other correspondence read and filed.  No action needed.
Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 15113-15136: $4,412.15, Payroll $4,820.64).  Carried 2-0.
Upcoming meetings:  July 1, 2015 (Mesabi Trail, Gravel Quotes, Hanka Nevala Rd Quotes & Payment options)
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,



Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
