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Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, May 3 

Timber Hall 
 
 
 
 

 

Mother’s Day 
May 12 

 
 
 

 
Embarrass Town Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please submit materials for the June 2024 issue to the 
Embarrass Clerk’s Office by May 23, 2024 

Office Hours Monday-Thursday 10 a.m-3 p.m. 
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MAY 2024 
   1 2 

Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

3 4 

5 
 

 
4 Corners 4-H 
4 p.m. 

6 
 
 
 
Flower and 
Garden Club 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

7 
Ladies Coffee 

8 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 
 
Township 
Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

9 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

10 11 

12 13 14 
Ladies Coffee 

15 16 
Clerk’s Office 
is closed due 
to Training 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

17 18 

19 20 
 
 
 
 
Sisu Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

21 
Ladies Coffee 

22 23 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 
 
 
Flying Finn 
Deadline 

24 25 

26 27 
Clerk’s Office 
Closed 
 
Memorial Day 

28 
Ladies Coffee 

29 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 
 
Sewing Club 

30 31  
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, community 
notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732, 
or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. 

Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets 
that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any 
letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 218-984-2084 with any questions. 

Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Board Meeting 

March 13, 2024 
Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, Mary 
Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: Gene Wright. Bill Wright, Roxanne Wright, Rodney 
Dale, Chris Dale, Roger Davies, Paul Knuti, Laura Stella, 
Mickey White 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by LaMar with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Garman Motion, Lee Second to approve February 2024 
minutes with addition of visitor listed and with all 
supervisors to be listed as point of contact for Tana Johnson 
and the Empowering Small Minnesota Communities 
program. Carried 3-0. 

Treasurer Report by Novak. Novak explains the 
disbursements and balancing to the bank statement. Lee 
Motions, Garman Seconds to accept the Treasurers Report 
after explanation of a correction made on reports. Carried 
3-0. 

Donation requests was questioned. Tabled. 

Question asked by Bill Wright on maintenance hours. Lee is 
unable to answer the question at this time. Lee offers to 
meet with Wright. There is a flexible work schedule that is 
done to get work done. There must be flexibility to keep 
staff. LaMar moves on. 

Road Report. Garman says the roads are in rough shape and 
tried to contact grader operator. Garman says brushing 
needs to be done sooner than later. Pricing was researched 
by Garman. Pylka Road residents requested gravel, at this 
time there is no funds to do so. Grader looked over by 
Garman. There are some issues that could cause more 
problems that should be addressed. Need to look into 
several items to see if work should be done to it or sell the 
grader. LaMar asks Garman for data so the supervisors can 
decide. Brushing the township roads discussed. Estimate 
about $2,000 to brush the township roads by the county. 
Motion Lee, Second, Garman Second to brush Sauna Road, 
Hanka Nevala Road and Pylka Road providing the county is 
able at this time. Carried 3-0. 

Maintenance Report given by Lee. 

Garman Motion, Lee Second to approve the use of walking 
trails, ball fields, beer sales for 2025 by Lion’s Club, 5 of the 
heavier duty tables, and donation of $750. Carried 3-0. 

Lee Motion, Garman Second to advertise for summer hire, 
Flying Finn, Timberjay, Hometown Focus, designated 
posting places, social media, and webpage. Carried 3-0. 

Cemetery Deeds signed by the supervisors. 

Lee Motions, LaMar Seconds to put the Public Comment 
Policy resolution in the Flying Finn. Carried 3-0. 

Discussion was had to hold board meetings every two 
weeks. Lee Motions, Garman Second, to have Special 
Meeting on March 27 at 6 p.m. Agenda items to be given to 
the Clerk by Monday, March 18. Carried 3-0. 

The clerk presents an Administrative Policy for Information 
Request. Supervisors will review the policy and request 
changes to the policy to be approved at the April meeting. 
Policy discussed. LaMar had clerk add to the agenda packet. 
S7-10. releasing of minutes and records. 

Cemetery lot prices were researched by Garman. Garman 
asks if anyone would be interested in joining the Cemetery 
Committee. Roxanne Wright volunteers to join the 
committee. Question asked if head stones and foot stones 
at the cemetery can be scrubbed/cleaned by public. 
Supervisors reply with yes but there must be a balance as 
to what is done. Example should not be trying to fix stones 
as could cause injury or damage. Garman suggests that the 
Cemetery Committee make a recommendation regarding 
the price, other supervisors agree. Garman thanks 
maintenance for brushing. 

BOARD OF CANVAS 

LaMar Motion, Garman Second to approve the 2024 
Election results from the Presidential Nomination Election. 
Carried 3-0. 

LaMar Motions, Garman Second to approve the Claims and 
Correspondence. Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned by LaMar at 8:33 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 
1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 

Full Page = $22 
To place an ad, write to: 

The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 
Embarrass MN 55732 

Email 
embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 

or call the Embarrass Town Clerk 
at 984-2084. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to The 
Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $15 for one year, payable to 
the Town of Embarrass, 7503 Levander 
Road, Embarrass, MN 55732. 

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and on 
following pages. Neither the Town of 
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints or 
ideology of these groups or their events. 
The Town of Embarrass reserves the 
right to publish or not publish any letter 
to the editor or submitted material. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Embarrass Flower 
& Garden Club 

First Meeting of 2024!! 
Monday, May 6, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

Embarrass Town Hall. 

We encourage the public to join us if you are 
interested in flower and vegetable gardening. Our 

conversation will include discussion on the upcoming 
8th District Horticultural Society Meeting in April and 

much more. Coffee an’ will be served by the 
members. If you have any questions about the club, 

please contact Linda Cox at (218) 780-4143. 
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Waasa 
Township 

Regular Meeting 

March 6, 2024 

7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, 
Steve Sipola, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson 

Visitor: Carrie Westvik 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike 
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the February 7, 
2024 Meeting Minutes. Mike supported. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for February: $3,201.13 from 
SLC Auditor (Town Road Aid 2024) and $10,417.00 from SLC 
Auditor ’23 Production Tax 2024 Distribution. 
Disbursements from General Fund totaled $6,035.60. Mike 
approved the Treasurer’s report with Eric supporting. 
Carried (3-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve payment of 
the bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support 
from Eric. Carried (3-0). 

Claims: 

 Daugherty, Kim, $24.12, Reimb: Mileage to Drop Off 
Election Ballots 

 Embarrass, Town of, $19.50, Copies: PNP Election 
Materials, Omni Ballot Set-up Inst. 

 Gibson, Sandra, $176.27, Reimb: Mileage for Postings, 
PNP Supplies, Office Supplies 

 Lake Country Power, $107.20, Town Hall Electricity 
 St. Louis County Agricultural Fair Association, $200.00, 

Donation 
 Sipola, Steve, $23.46, Mileage Reimb: Road Inspections 
 Westvik, Carrie, $82.50, Cemetery Records 

Visitors: Carrie has done more work on cemetery records. 
It was suggested she check with MN Discovery Center and 
websites for information. 

Road Report: During Steve’s recent road inspection, he 
found some roads to be muddy and there are some pot 
holes too. The town hall driveway needs attention. Steve 
will decide if it should just be graded or to also add Class 5. 
Work on Beckman and Dale Roads will be a priority. 

Cemetery: Steve reported checking the cemetery to find 
one of the very old headstones has tipped over. He will set 
it back up when the ground dries off. Grading of all 
township roads will happen as soon as SLC is ready. 

Old Business: Discussed the up-coming Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, March 12 at 7 p.m. Agenda items were discussed: 
possible renovations of the town hall, uses for the open 
field behind the hall and cemetery spring clean-up. 

Part of the FEMA funding, $9,223.50 was received for July 
2023 flooding on Niemi Road. The remaining 
reimbursement will be coming after Rip Rap is applied on 
the site in the spring. 

The Clerk has been working with FEMA to get things 
wrapped up. Rip Rap will need to be applied & another 
reimbursement should be coming from the State of MN. 

New Business: The PNP Election went well. The clerk 
reported there were 41 voters but, one ballot was 
considered spoiled because every person running on the 
ballot was marked. The results were for DFL: Jason Palmer-
-1 vote, Joseph R. Biden—10, Uncommitted—3, Marianne 
Williamson—1. For Legal Marijuana Now Party: Dennis 
Schuller—1. For Republican Party: Donald J. Trump—19, 
Ron DeSantis—1, Nikki Haley—4. 

The pay scale for Election Judges and Head Judges was 
reviewed. Steve motioned to raise the rate of pay from 
$12.00/hour to $15.00. Eric approved. (3-0). 

There is interest to attend the Spring Short Courses in our 
area are being held on April 4 and April 5. Payment must be 
made at the door. 

The LBAE Meeting will be held at the town hall on April 23, 
2024 from 4-5:00 p.m. All 3 supervisors plan to be in 
attendance. 

Correspondence: None. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:24 
p.m. and was supported by Eric. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk; 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF BERNIE METTLER. 

BERNIE WAS AN OUTSTANDING LONG-TIME RESIDENT OF 
EMBARRASS. BERNIE SERVED HIS COMMUNITY IN SO MANY 
WAYS. THANK YOU, BERNIE, FROM ALL OF US FOR ALL YOUR 
YEARS OF SERVICE AND FRIENDSHIP. YOU WILL BE MISSED 

DEARLY BY US ALL.   
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Alvera Mastin 
is turning 

90 years old. 
Having a get together 
for family & friends, 

May 4, 2024 
12-3 

Pike Town Hall 
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EMBARRASS REGION FAIR 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 

MINUTES 

(pending approval) 

April 11, 2024 @ 6:30 pm 

Board members present: Tana Johnson 
(Chair), Sarah Wallert-Ramponi (Vice Chair), Preston Tripp 
(Treasurer) Laura Stella (Secretary) William Ramponi, Tracey 
Muhvich 

Attendees: Carl Peterson, Janine Patten, Jared Wright, Darwin Salo, 
Dale Martin, Teri Joki 

Call to order: A quorum of Directors was present. The meeting was 
called to order at 6:31pm. 

Minutes: March 14, 2024 meeting minutes were approved by email 
on 4/9/24. Per Association bylaws, all Directors signed a written 
consent affirming their votes. The written consent will be filed with 
March minutes. Minutes were passed with 7 ayes and 1 abstention 
(no vote received). 

Agenda – All materials for the agenda are available for public 
viewing. Please email info@embarrassrfa.org to request a time to 
view agenda materials. 

Chair Update (Tana) 

 Chair update was provided by email on 4/4/24. There were no 
questions on the update. 

 Pike Sandy Fire Department has requested to use Dunk Tank 
for an event on 7/27/24. Jared advised the dunk tank is 
functional and can be used. A new screen should be installed 
and Jared advised he can complete this work. 

 Tana asked the board if there were any objections to providing 
specific points of contact to the Township to ensure 
streamlined communications. There were no objections. 

 Action Items were reviewed. Sarah will work on Hall Rental and 
Cold Storage rental contract updates. Teri Joki will be kept 
apprised of Cold Storage rental changes so she can work with 
renters as needed. 

Committee Updates (45 minutes) 

Nominating & Governance Committee – Sarah 

 Committee Update provided to the board via email on 4/4/24. 
There were no questions on the update. 

 Tana has obtained her Certified Food Protection Manager 
license. One additional person is in the process of obtaining 
their license. 

 The board was presented with the decision to purchase 
Directors & Officers (D&O) liability insurance. While both 
Federal and State laws protect the board of directors and 
other volunteers from legal action, this additional coverage 
can assist with the costs of defense, investigations, 
settlements, judgments, and extradition, and protects the 
personal assets of board members. William made a motion to 
purchase this additional insurance. Tracey seconded. The 
motion passed (6 yesses, 2 not present). 

 Sarah has been researching Non-Profit Board Manuals  

Finance Committee – Preston 

 Treasurer’s Report provided to the board via email on 4/6/24. 
There were no questions on the update. Sarah made a motion 
to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Laura seconded. The motion 
passed (6 yesses, 2 not present). 

 The board reviewed a draft of the proposed credit card policy. 
Preston will send out a copy of the draft to the board that is 
editable. The policy will be voted on at the May meeting. The 
board discussed obtaining the credit card prior to voting on 
the policy. Sarah made a motion to obtain the credit card now. 
Tracey seconded. The motion passed (5 yesses, 2 not present, 
1 abstention). 

 The board reviewed its current General Liability Insurance 
coverage. The board discussed several options for coverage. 
William made a motion to increase the amount of coverage 
and increase the deductible for the policy. Tracey seconded. 
The motion passed (6 yesses, 2 not present). 

 The board discussed setting up an account with Fraboni to 
provide supplies for pancake breakfasts and perhaps other 
events as needed. Preston made a motion to set up the 
account with Fraboni. Sarah seconded. The motion passed (6 
yesses, 2 not present). 

Strategic Planning & Grant Committee – Tana 

 Grant Committee Update provided to the board via email on 
4/4/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Tana reviewed the status of all current Grant Activity. Tana 
requested that the board review and vote on two resolutions. 
One resolution is to approve a grant application for the 
Blandin Foundation to assist with grounds and landscaping 
funding. The other resolution is to approve a grant application 
for the Essentia Health Project/Program Support (Community 
Grant) to assist with community projects and events. Preston 
made a motion to accept the resolutions to apply for these 
grants. Tracey seconded. The motion passed (6 yesses, 2 not 
present). 

 Strategic Planning Committee Update was not provided for 
April. 

 Next Strategic Planning Committee Meeting: 5/14/24 

Events Committee – Updates provided by Jared in Carissa’s 
absence. 

 Committee update was provided to the board via email on 
4/7/24. There were not questions on the update.  

 264 meals served at the April pancake breakfast.  
 Basics of Gardening event added on April 25th at 6pm at 

Timber Hall, to be followed by a discussion of landscaping 
needs/ideas for Timber Hall. 

 May Events 
o The DAV will be at the May pancake breakfast and 

another blood drive will be held that day as well. 
o Puzzle Competition will be held on May 11 from 11 a.m.- 

2 p.m. at Timber Hall. 
o Kids Indoor Movie will be held on May 10 at 5:30pm at 

Timber Hall. The movie will be “Finding Nemo”. 
o Tae Kwon Do and Indoor Walking will continue thru May 

29. 
o Next Committee Meeting – 5/7/24 at 6 p.m. at Timber 

Hall 
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Fair Committee – Tracey 

 Committee updates provided to the board via email on 
4/5/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Additional entertainment booked: Bernie Palcher, Musical 
Memories on the Accordion, will be playing at 4pm on 
Saturday 

 Animal adoption event being planned for Saturday at the fair. 
Mesabi Humane Society will bring animals. Ruff Start Rescue 
may also bring animals. 

 Work is ongoing to obtain the permit for the Mud Run 
entrance. 

 Fair Policies have been drafted and are available for public 
review. Please provide feedback prior to the next Fair 
Committee meeting. 

 Next Committee Meeting: 5/16/24 at 6pm at Timber Hall 

Maintenance Committee – Jared 

 Committee update provided to the board via email on 4/3/24. 
There were no questions on the update. 

 Kitchen Items purchased and drying rack installed 
 Lawn Mower quotes obtained and presented to the board for 

review. 
 Carpenters Union can provide assistance with building 

benches if the board would like to pursue that. The board 
would purchase all materials and be responsible for 
transportation to and from the training facility. 

Volunteer Committee – Laura 

 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 
4/7/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 Timber Hall Kids Club was brought back at the Easter event 
and 57 kids are registered 

 Volunteer hours to date: 1548 (some event hours still 
outstanding) 

 Volunteer appreciation cards were shipped from Shutterfly on 
4/1/24 
o If anyone hears of a volunteer that did not receive a card 

in the mail, there are extras in the Timber Hall office, 
please give them one and check their name off of the list 
of volunteers who did not have complete contact 
information in POINT 

 Team Penning event has been added to POINT 
o Volunteers are needed for gate, trash, and registration 

Marketing Committee – Updates provided by Jared in Carissa’s 
absence 

 Committee Updates provided to the board via email on 
4/7/24. There were no questions on the update. 

 The Adopt-a-Seat campaign is going very well. Due to the 
overwhelming success, the options were expanded to include 
not only benches but chairs, bleachers, and picnic tables. 

Arena committee – Carl 

 There are no updates to report at this time.  
 A committee meeting will be held on 4/13/24 at 2pm at 

Timber Hall. 
 A budget and tentative plan for Mutton Busting was submitted 

to the board for review. 
 Discussion was had about providing a food voucher to 

participants to be used at a Fair food vendor. Carl will confirm 
with the arena committee. 

Rental Updates 

 Timber Hall Rentals 
o Next Rental on May 18, 2024 

No further discussion was needed. Tracey made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. William seconded. The motion passed (6 
yesses, 2 not present). The meeting adjourned at 7:32pm. 

To put an item on the agenda, contact the Secretary at 
info@embarrassrfa.org 

Feedback – Asking the public to reach out to Tana 
Johnson or any board member either in person, by phone, 
email, or mail. Provide feedback on what you like, what 
you dislike, and where we can improve. Please be specific 
as possible. 
 
Mail: Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box 83, Embarrass MN 
55732 
Call: Tana at 218-269-1331 
Email Tana directly: tanajohnson@ymail.com 
Email the Board: info@embarrassrfa.org 
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*** OBITUARIES *** 
Bernard T. Mettler, 60  

Bernard “Bernie” Thomas Mettler, 60, of Long 
Prairie, passed away on April 13, 2024, at his 
residence. A funeral service was held on April 
20 at Living Hope Assembly of God Church in 
Little Falls. 

Bernie was born on Sept. 3, 1963, in 
Wessington Springs, S.D., to Thomas and 
Margaret Simmons Mettler. He moved with 
his family to Swanville, Minn., at the age of 
two. Bernie spent his formative years 
attending Swanville School and working at the 
Circle R Ranch, where he met his future wife, 
Cindy. After the birth of his third child, Bernie 
endeavored to receive his Associate Degree 
in Law Enforcement from Brainerd 
Community College. This led to a career 
serving his community in Staples and 
Madison, and later St. Louis County. Bernie’s 
character and drive to help people defined his 
25-year career with the St. Louis County 
Sheriff’s Office. Whether guiding moose off a 
busy road or donating pork to his church, 
Bernie acted always as a steward to those in 
need. Bernie spent his retirement years caring 
for his family and friends, and sharing his love 
of the outdoors with those he loved. If you 
wanted to find Bernie, he’d be on the lake with 
a rod, in the field with a rifle, or hauling a load 
of firewood to a friend. 

Bernie is survived by his parents, Tom and 
Margaret Mettler; siblings, Randy (Marge) 
Mettler, Bob (Cindy) Mettler, Bill (Kristy) 
Mettler, Joni (Brian) Nelson and Richard 
Mettler; three children, Josh (Lori) Mettler, 
Jeremy (Hollee) Mettler and Danielle (Dave 
Hanson) Mettler; former wife, Cindy Mettler; 
stepchildren, Bryce Sampson-Bernstrom, 
Brenden Donner and Kayle Donner; 
grandchildren, Wyatt Mettler and Connor 
Mettler; and many, many beloved nieces and 
nephews. 

 

ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

May 8 and 29 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass 
218-984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 
Pastor Christina Forsythe 

Office hours 
Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass 

218-984-3402 
www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 

Sunday 
Family Bible Classes, 9 a.m. 

Family Worship, 10 a.m. 

Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study – 9:00 a.m. 

Kids on the Rock – 4:00 p.m. 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry – 6:30 p.m. 

Meetings: 

Teen Challenge Choir Concert – Sunday, May 5, 
10 a.m. 

Ministries Meetings – Sunday, May 19, 11:30 
a.m. 

Sermons: 
May 5: Teen Challenge Testimonies 
May 12: “The Minister and His Ministry” 
May 19: “The First Instruction” (communion service) 
May 26: “Don’t Go Shopping” 
 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

www.apostoliclutheran.org 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 

Services at 10:30 a.m. 
Communion – First Sundays 
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