Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
April 8, 2015

Present:  Gene Wright, Phil Hebl, Zane Beaton, Diane Nelmark, Roberta Pike
Visitors:  Mary Novak, Mickey White
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
March Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Phil, Second by Gene to approve March 4 minutes.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve the February Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 3-0.
Reports:
Maintenance:  The guys have worked at clearing all the walking trails at Heritage Park & Campground.  Mowers are ready for summer.  Grader has been started and tires aired.  One maintenance employee will be on medical leave for a period of time this summer.  Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to re-hire Dave Ferrian to start when employee leave begins and have him work until the end of summer.  Carried 3-0.  The board will hold the Property Inspection at 4:00 on May 6 and discuss at the regular May meeting if more summer employees will be needed.  With baseball season coming, the Art Lamppa field buildings need roof repair.  Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to purchase materials needed to replace Art Lamppa Field building roofs.  Carried 3-0. 
Roads:  Phil stated that the culvert on Hanka-Nevala Rd has been steamed by St. Louis County.  Roads are ready for grading yet, but the grader oil should be changed so it is ready.  Zane had contacted Lake Connections’ contractor and they said we could go ahead and fix the culvert on Wirta Rd and bill them for the repairs.  Phil will order a new culvert and have it installed – all costs to be billed to Lake Connections’ line installation contractor.
Campground:  There are still several large trees that were downed in recent storms that need to be cleaned up.  There have been no responses to an on-site campground caretaker.  Motion by Zane, second by Phil to have Gene work something out with Harold Mastin who expressed an interest in being a part-time caretaker at the campground.  Carried 3-0.  Upon further review of cell phone options, a wi-fi hot-spot option smart phone is probably not necessary because most people who use the campground either have their own wi-fi capability or would have to be right next to the hot-spot for it to work.  Also, since there is an ATM at a local business, we don’t see a need to accept credit cards at the campground at this time. 
Sisu:  Mickey White has been designated by Sisu to be the liaison to attend Embarrass Town Board meeting with requests and information.  Sisu is working with members of the Embarrass Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church regarding the transfer of ownership of the church building.
Prospectors Trail Alliance:  The group is working on completing the western route of the trail by Fall 2015.  There is one section that needs to cross some wetlands where the planning/construction could get very expensive.
Old Business:
Following discussion at the annual meeting, the board would like to have a discussion with the community planner suggested by Chris Ismil at the March meeting.  Diane will contact Chris for a number and begin discussions before the May meeting.
Also per the annual meeting, Diane contacted Steve Gohde of the National Weather Service in Duluth about getting a replacement for the thermometer box at the Weather Center.  Steve will see if he can find a used one that can be repaired/repainted.  In the meantime, the board will ask the maintenance crew to repaint the one that was taken down and place it back at the weather center.  A thermometer will be purchased for inside the box.  (The NWS may have an old thermometer, but stated that they no longer use that type of device and gave a few other suggestions.)
There have been a few complaints about the lights at the rink being on all the time and how bright they are.  Shades were placed on some (but not all) of the lights.  Lake Country Power was contacted and can place a switch to turn off the lights until they are needed.  The monthly fee would still be charged, but LCP would be responsible for repairing the lights if there is an issue and they would be responsible for the energy usage.  Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to contact Lake Country Power to put a switch near the rink to shut off all the lights except for the one between the buildings and to put shades on the lights that were left alone before.  Carried 3-0.
New Business:
The Embarrass Region Flower and Garden Club has asked if they could meet at the Embarrass Town Hall if necessary.  Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to allow the Flower & Garden Club to meet at the Town Hall as long as it isn’t during Embarrass Town Board meetings. Carried 3-0.
Cemetery Lot Sale & Re-purchase.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve the sale of cemetery lots Section H, Row 1, Lot 7 cde for $140.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to approve repurchasing cemetery lots Second E, Lot 16 abcd for $160.  Carried 3-0.
Motion by Gene, Second by Phil to approve renewing the Tobacco License and Liquor License application for Trapline Liquor.  Carried 3-0.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Per discussion at the Annual Meeting, a multi-unit community informational meeting has been set up for Monday, May 4 at 6:00 p.m. at the Embarrass Town Hall.  Tom Rusch from the MN DNR Tower Office will update citizens on the status of the Darwin S Myers Wildlife Management Area; Bob Manzoline will represent Mesabi Trail Group and give a status update on the trail coming through Embarrass; Gene Wright and another representative from the Prospectors Trail Alliance will update on the proposed ATV trail route and status of that trail.  This meeting will be publicized in the Babbitt Weekly, Timberjay, Embarrass website and Facebook pages.  It will also be posted at local businesses to increase participation in the meeting.
Mesabi Trail Group provided information on advertising our campground on their website and kiosks.  Motion by Zane, Second by Phil to purchase a $50 ad spot with Mesabi Trail for Heritage Park & Campground.  Carried 3-0.
Correspondence:  A few letters were received from Duggins Law Firm (Roseville, MN) about a Notice of Hearing and Petition for Expungement.  The notice will be forwarded to the St. Louis County Sheriff’s Department since there is no longer a police department in Embarrass.  St. Louis County Fair sent a thank you for the donation to the 2015 fair.  MN Association of Townships Legal Short Course will be held April 23 in Otsego.  MN Resort & Campground Association Scholarship applications are available in the clerk’s office.  Minutes and agendas received from Mesabi Trail Group & St. Louis County Association of Townships.  St. Louis County Planning Commission will be holding a Public Hearing on Thursday, April 16 regarding the Proposed Draft of St. Louis County Zoning Ordinance 62.  New rates received from St. Louis County Environmental Services.  Other correspondence reviewed and filed.
Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 15063-15088: $6,704.12, Payroll $3,828.58).  Carried 3-0.
1st Quarter Audit was begun, but will be concluded at the May meeting.
Upcoming meetings: 4/14 Local Board of Appeal 6:30-7:30 p.m.; 5/4 Community Meeting at 6:00 p.m.;  5/6 Regular Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,



Diane Nelmark, Town Clerk
