Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
March 2, 2016

Present:  Gene Wright, Joe Scherer, Zane Beaton, Roberta Pike, Diane Nelmark 
Visitors:  Mickey White, Jim Nelmark
The meeting was called to order at 6:10 p.m. by Zane with the Pledge of Allegiance.
February Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to approve February 3 minutes.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to approve the Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 3-0.
Reports:
Maintenance:  The rink is closed for the season.  The Cub Cadet has been fixed by L&M (a pulley had broken).  Crew has been clearing snow and minor jobs around the township.  Gene and Roger have been reviewing the work lists for more projects that can be done weather permitting, including cutting down some trees at the campground.  Waiting for the Pyhala project estimate from Matt Favet.  Painting at the town hall will wait until windows can be left open for ventilation.  A new deck for the John Deere mower is estimated to cost $700, while a new Cub Cadet mower could be purchased for about $1300, so the JD deck will not be replaced.
Roads:  Brushing has started and will be completed in the next couple of weeks.  One complaint was received, but upon review, Joe found that the brushing was done within the scope of the contract.  The board discussed having future brushing wait until after the snow is gone.
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 16047-16065, $7,581.39 Payroll $3,871.81 and Correspondence).  Carried 3-0.  Correspondence included an estimate from Lake Connections to provide fiber-optic internet service and phone service to the Embarrass Town Hall.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to move to switch from Frontier to Lake Connections for 3 phone lines (2 unlimited long distance, 1 fax line with regular long distance) and 30/10 fiber-optic internet service at a cost of $230/month less a 3-year contract discount of 25%.  Carried 3-0.
Old Business:
Ely Design Works suggested modifying the style of brochure being printed and provided a sample of what it might look like.  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to approve the new format of the brochure and authorize payment of 50% of the contract fee for Ely Design Works to begin setup of the brochure.  Carried 3-0.  A copy the new brochure will be provided to the town board prior to printing.  Final payment due upon final printing and brochure delivery.
2016 and 2017 Taconite Production Tax amounts were received from MN Department of Revenue.  The board will take these amounts into consideration when planning the Levy for 2017.  Information on how these numbers are calculated is available online in various documents.
Dan Furry has completed the electric work at the Info Center, Campground and Town Hall.  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to approve payment to Dan for the work that has been completed.  Carried 3-0.  Dan will also be providing an estimate to replace 5 24”x24” lights at the town hall.
2017 Levy discussion – board discussed various projects that need to be completed in 2016 and projects necessary in 2017.  Motion by Zane, Second by Gene to propose a levy of $137,000 meaning no increase over 2016 levy.  Carried 3-0.
Joe updated the board on conversations he’s had with a St. Louis County Commissioner regarding 9-1-1 signs for Embarrass.    He is optimistic that the cost of the signs would be covered.  The fire department is sending a letter to St. Louis County that they would install the signs.
New Business:
A list of current fees for tours, campground, cemetery and other items was provided for review.  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to keep all rates the same for 2016.  Carried 3-0.
Anticipating donation requests at the annual meeting, the board reviewed donation request procedures used by a couple of other township and forms provided by the MN Association of Townships.  The board will discuss creating an ordinance or writing a resolution about handling future donation requests at the April meeting.
The board approved the 2016 Annual Meeting agenda.
St. Louis County’s ATV ordinance is proceeding.  February 25 was the last public input meeting and March 4 is the end of the public comment period.  A draft ordinance should be in place by mid-March to be released for a 45 day comment period.  Questions arose about how this ordinance could affect the Prospectors Trail.  Signage will be put up in the spring of 2016 and the pilot program that allowed this action will be in effect until the county board makes a final decision.
Commissioner Tom Rukavina would like to host a community “town hall” type of meeting in Embarrass at the end of March or beginning of April.  It will be posted in the Flying Finn if it is after the printing date.  The commissioner’s office also plans to put information in local newspapers to advertise the event.
Heikkila Road is on the border of Waasa and Embarrass.  Motion by Joe, Second by Zane to contact Waasa to see if they’d be willing to pay for half of the brushing contract for that road and submit a bill if they approve.  Carried 3-0.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reviewing the Stewardship Plan, it was found that the Pyhala hay field should be mowed every-other year.  This will be put on the project list as such.  Rocks that protrude high enough to damage equipment have been marked.  The plan is for the township to “mow” the field using the township owned mower.
The Annual Meeting will be held Tuesday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. and the next regular meeting will be Wednesday, April 6 @ 6:00 p.m.
Adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Diane Nelmark
Embarrass Town Clerk
