FLYING FINN

7503 LEVANDER RD
EMBARRASS, MN 55732
FEBRUARY 2024

ISSUE #388

"BOOK

Pancake Breakfast
v —_—
February 3rd 8 1am
Adulis $7
Kids (6 10) $4 ,
Kids 5 & Under Free [~

L
Books pursles & gemas will be aveilabls ts o —
ke Faoamee B aejoy on Thess tory wirder §

Timbsat Hol Evunt Castes  dBLS Moy 11 Esslsarvoun M

[Let your voice be heard!}

Minnesota Political Party Caucuses
Tuesday, February 27, 2024 - 7:00 p.m.
Check Secretary of State website for locations.

Embarrass Town Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m.

Please submit materials for the March 2024 issue to the
Embarrass Clerk’s Office by February 22, 2024
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 10 a.m-3 p.m.
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Mondays and Wednesdays: Indoor walking and Tae Kwon Do at 1 2 3
Timber Hall 5 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Town Hall
Rental
Pancake
Breakfast 8-11
Timber Hall
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Ladies Coffee Pickleball Conversational
* Meeting Finn 1-2:30
4 Corners 4-H ERFA Event 10:30 a.m.
4p.m. Flower and Committee ERFA Annual
Garden Club Meeting Game Nite Meeting
Meeting 6:00 p.m. 5-7 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
7 p.m. Timber Hall Timber Hall
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Ladies Coffee | Township Conversational Winter
Board Meeting | Finn 1-2:30 Festival —
ERFA Strategic | 6:00 p.m. Timber Hall
Planning Fair Planning 11am—-5pm
Sisu Meeting Committee Bookmobile at | Mtg 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m. Four Corners Timber Hall
Timber Hall 5:00-6:00 p.m.
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Presidents Day | Ladies Coffee Conversational Hall Rental
Clerk’s Office Finn 1-2:30
Closed
Flying Finn
Deadline
25 26 27 28 29 March 1 March 2
SISU Annual Ladies Coffee | Sewing 9-4 Conversational Pancake
Meeting Finn 1-2:30 Breakfast
MN Caucuses 8am-11lam
7:00 p.m. Bloodmobile
Locations on Game Nite Timber Hall
Secretary of 5-7 p.m.
State Website
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass
and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements,
community notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the
newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd,
Embarrass, MN 55732, or email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net.

Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. Photos or
other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township
regrets that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials which are
published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not
publish any letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 218-
984-2084 with any questions.

Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor

Town of Embarrass

Reqular Board Meeting

Until further notice, Minutes will not be posted in the
Flying Finn until they are approved.

ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES

Suggested donation to The Flying Finn
1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13;
Full Page = $22

To place an ad, write to:
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd
Embarrass MN 55732

Email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net
or call the Embarrass Town Clerk
at 984-2084.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Persons interested in subscribing to The Flying
Finn may drop off or send a donation of $15 for

one year, payable to the Town of Embarrass,
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 55732.

The Flying Finn makes a great gift for someone
who has moved out of the community!

The Flying Finn and the Town of Embarrass
welcome announcements about community
events and community groups. These
submitted announcements are printed here
and on following pages. Neither the Town of
Embarrass nor The Flying Finn necessarily
endorses the viewpoints or ideology of these
groups or their events. The Town of Embarrass
reserves the right to publish or not publish any
letter to the editor or submitted material.

February 2024
February Clerks Corner

The Town Board will continue meeting on the second
Wednesday of every month at 6:00 p.m. in 2024. If a
special meeting is needed, it will be posted.

The 2024 Annual Meeting will be held on March 12,
2024 at 7:00 p.m.

The Clerk’s Office will be closed Monday, February 19,
2024 in honor of President’s Day.

Minutes will now be placed in Flying Finn once they
have been approved by the board.

Have a great month everyone!

Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Township Clerk
218-984-2084. embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net

Scholarship Opportunity

The Minnesota Association of Townships
Scholarship Program is designed to heighten
awareness among young people about
Minnesota’s Grassroots Township government.
The program encourages every high school in
the state of Minnesota to offer this opportunity
for Juniors to participate in this scholarship
program.

Scholarship Application & Information

Five total scholarships of $2000 each to be
awarded!

The Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT)
is proud to offer a township scholarship program
for high school Juniors in the state of Minnesota.
Up to Five $2,000 scholarships will be awarded.

The Minnesota Association of Townships is
a nonprofit corporation representing
Minnesota townships while promoting an
understanding of the heritage, future and
being a voice for its roughly 9,000 officers.
It regularly conducts research and educational
programs designed to foster efficient and
economical town governmental services and acts
as a liaison between township officers and
other local government officials to encourage
sustained cooperation.

The Minnesota Association of Townships
Scholarship Program is designed to heighten
awareness among young people about
Minnesota’s Grassroots Township government.
The program encourages every high school in
the state of Minnesota to offer this opportunity
for Juniors to participate in this scholarship
program.
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@ Memorial Blood Centers

DONATE

Bring ID - Eat Before Donating - No Cold or Flu Symptoms for 72 Hours
Sign up at: ]

Save time! Complete your health history questionnaire online on the day of

your donation at mbe.org/iDonate

The need for blood is
constant - the supply is not.

Timber Hall Event Center For questions please contact Bonnie Overton
by phone at (218) 780-3058
4855 Hwy 21 Embarrass MN 55732 or by email at bonnie overton@yahoco.com

FAIR PLANNING
MEETING

EVENT COORDINATORS AND OTHER COMMUNITY
MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO ATTEND.

FEBRUARY 15TH - 6:30PM

WE ARE IN SEARCH OF COORDINATORS FOR:
MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT
TEEN ENTERTAINMENT
PARKING & CAMPING
GATE

TIMBER HALL EVENT CENTER - 4855 HIGHWAY 21, EMBARRASS MN l
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Embarrass Region Fair Association

ANNUAL
MEETING

JANUARY 11TH
VOTE IN BOARD MEMBERS/OFFICERS
2024 GOALS AND STRATEGIC PLAN
FINANCIAL REPORT

Offices in Aurora, Babbitt & Ely

zZUp
NORTH
REALTY

218-827-2288

Check www.zupnorth.com for listings

Dur agents offer 90+ years of industry experience and are
available by appointment, 24 hours a day, seven days a weel!
Contact any of our hardworking agents!

Andrea Zupancich, Broker, GRI, CRS, SRS, RENE, CRE
Norma Jean Jofs, Assoc Broker,

Sara Powell, Kim Borgeson GRI, Beth Rykken,

Huarry Drabik, Misty Merhar, Nikld Stangland,

Joe Rasmussen, Sheri Israel GRI, Jody Bauman,

Jodi Nyman AHD, Chessican Olson,

Lisa Poppenhagen, or Kay Cellier. Here to serve YOU!
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EVENT CENTER

EMBARRASS REGION FAIR
ASSOCIATION MEETING
MINUTES

(pending approval)

Managed by the
Embarrass Region Fair Association

January 11, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m.

Board members present: Tana Johnson (Chair), Sarah Wallert-
Ramponi (Vice Chair), Preston Tripp (Treasurer) Janine Patten
(Secretary) William Ramponi, Zane Beaton, Carissa Smith,
Attendees: Sue Beaton, Jerry Meier, Tracy Muhvich, Floyd Joki
and Laura Stella.

Call to order: A quorum of Directors was present. The meeting
was called to order at 6:37 p.m.

Minutes: November 9, 2023 meeting minutes were approved by
email on 11/17/23. Vote was 7 yes & 1 abstain (no reply). Per
Association bylaws, all Directors signed a written consent
affirming their votes. The written consent will be filed with
November minutes. There was no meeting held in December
2023.

Chair Update (Tana) — The chair update was provided in advance
to the Board. The update will be on file at Timber Hall with the
January 11, 2024 meeting minutes.

Committee Updates:

Finance Committee (Preston) —Preston provided checking and
savings account balances as of 1/11/24. In addition, all 2023
invoices have been accounted for and are entered into
QuickBooks. Jerry will provide December bank statements to the
ERFA bookkeeper.

Janine reviewed the 2024 proposed budget. Event-related
spending is projected to increase in order to purchase more
‘wish-list” items for Fair events and because there are more non-
fair events planned, including the Winter Festival and Egg-
stravaganza. The 2024 budget also reflects anticipated price
increases for utilities, garbage removal and insurance, building
maintenance, as well as purchases such as a generator, additional
tables and carts for Timber Hall, internet and other
improvements. Tana is seeking grants to fund some of the
purchases.

e Preston made the motion to accept the 2024 Budget. Carissa
seconded. The motion carried with unanimous approval.

Nominating & Governance Committee (Sarah) — Amendment to
Article IX Section 5 — Amendments to the Bylaws, per the
Association bylaws the amendment was read at the two previous
meetings and could now be voted on.

e Sarah made a motion to accept the Amendment to Article IX
Section 5 of the Association Bylaws. Zane seconded. The
motion carried with unanimous approval.

Going forward — amendments will require just one reading and
then a vote may be held at the next meeting.

Proposed Amendment Article VIII — Nominations of Directors — 1%
reading. The amendment was reviewed and the Board suggested
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a few changes. Changes will be incorporated and a vote will be
held at the February meeting.

Proposed Amendment — Article IV- Meetings (paragraph 1) — 1%
reading. The Board reviewed the amendment and suggested a
few changes. Sarah will incorporate the changes and a vote will
be held at the February meeting.

Policy 20 - Maintaining Bylaws & Policies - 1% reading; vote will
take place at the Feb. meeting. The Secretary will maintain the
master copy of the Association’s bylaws and policies. All
modifications to the bylaws and policies will be provided to the
Secretary for incorporation after approval of the Board of
Directors. Bylaws will be retained in accordance with corporate
recordkeeping as required by law.

The Volunteer Pledge was reviewed and updated to mirror the
language in the Strategic Plan.

e Sarah made a motion to adapt the Volunteer Pledge. Preston
seconded. The motion passed with 7 yes votes. Zane
abstained.

21-Day Food License - The application was approved and
payment has been sent to the Department of Health. The license
should be received soon.

Nominations:

e Janine Patten made a motion to nominate Laura Stella to the
Board of the Embarrass Region Fair Association. Sarah
seconded. The motion carried with unanimous approval.
Laura accepted the nomination.

e  (Carissa Smith made a motion to nominate Tracey Muhvich to
the position of Fair Manager. Sarah seconded. The motion
carried with unanimous approval. Tracey will consider the
position.

Strategic Planning and Grant Committee (Zane and Tana) — The
task of compiling the Association property list is moved from the
Strategic Planning Committee to the Maintenance Committee.

The Strategic Plan was sent in advance to the Board, any notes
and suggestions received were incorporated. Some minor
formatting changes were discussed.

e Sarah made a motion to accept the Strategic Plan with minor
formatting changes. William seconded. The motion carried
with unanimous approval.

The 2024 Association goals were reviewed with no questions
from the Board.

e  William made a motion to accept the 2024 Association goals.
Janine seconded. The motion carried with unanimous
approval.

IRRR Culture and Tourism Grant -The Board reviewed a list of
recommended purchases that qualify for the IRRR Culture and
Tourism Grant.

e Tana made a motion to approve the Resolution authorizing
Embarrass Region Fair Association to make application and
to accept funds from the Cultural and Tourism Grant. Preston
seconded. The motion carried with unanimous approval.
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Lake Country Power Operation Round Up Grant - Lake Country
Power is offering a grant that may help fund tools, events, tents,
and other items.

e Preston made a motion to approve the Resolution
authorizing Embarrass Region Fair Association to make
application and to accept funds from Lake Country Power.
Sarah seconded. The motion carried with unanimous
approval.

The Board reviewed a pre-design contract submitted by DSGW
Architects.

e Preston made a motion to accept and enter into a pre-design
contract with DSGW Architects. William seconded. The
motion passed with unanimous approval.

Marketing Committee (Carissa) — Items and ads for Feb. Flying
Finn should be sent to Carissa by January 20.

Volunteer Committee (Carissa) — All 2023 volunteer hours have
been entered into Point Software for a total of 4,322 hours. This
a big increase in the number of volunteer hours for the
organization. Going forward, volunteer hours should be reported
monthly to keep accurate track of the hours and avoid a big rush
of work at year-end. The Volunteer Appreciation dinner will be
held on April 13, 2024 with a Family Game Night Theme.
Invitations will go out in early February. Carissa, Laura, and
Bernadine will continue to track down contact information for
volunteers where it is missing or incomplete.

Fair Committee (Janine) — Lyle Dorn is no longer able to serve as
Fair Manager. Floyd Joki advised that Sherie may be willing to act
as Security Coordinator for the fair. The Board agreed this should
be an official position so that all Security and EMS/Fire personnel
have a designated contact to report to during the fair.

Maintenance Committee (grounds and building) (Jared/Jerry) —
Jared provided an update ahead of the meeting, and the Board
had no additional questions. Jerry ordered a new sink faucet and
an over-the-sink drying rack the Timber Hall kitchen.

Event Committee (Carissa) — Due to the lack of snow the Winter
Festival was rescheduled from January 20 to February 17. There
have not been many walkers at Timber Hall, but Sarah and
William report they have 10 Tae Kwon Do students.

Facilities (Jerry) — The only Timber Hall rental for February was
cancelled. There are 5 upcoming private rentals for Timber Hall in
2024,

Review Action Items (Tana) — Five items were completed. New
items are: obtain a gambling license for Bingo and raffles,
complete 1099’s, and prepare for and attend Embarrass
Township Meeting.

Miscellaneous: An Arena Committee has been formed to plan
renovations and events for the arena. Community members with
an interest in the arena are desired and welcome.

Public Comments: None.
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Laura Stella (Director nominee) and
Janine Patten, Secretary, Embarrass Region Fair Association
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To put an item on the agenda or for copies of the minutes,
contact the Secretary at info@embarrassrfa.org.

Feedback — Contact Tana Johnson or any board member. Let us
know what you like, dislike, and where we can improve. Contact
Tana at 218-269-1331 or tanajohnson@ymail.com. Email the
Board: info@embarrassrfa.org. Timber Hall Event Center, PO Box
83, Embarrass MN 55732

The Embarrass Region Fair Association will meet again on
February 8, 2024 @ 6:30 at Timber Hall. MEETINGS ARE OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC.

Fair Planning Meetings are on the third Thursday of the month
beginning in February. All fair event coordinators and
volunteers interested in helping with the 2024 Embarrass
Region Fair are invited to attend the next meeting on Thursday
February 15, 2024 at 6:30 pm at Timber Hall.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS at the TIMBER HALL EVENT

CENTER:

e  Pancake Breakfast, Theme: Cuddle-Up (Valentines) —
Saturday, February 3, 8 -11:00 a.m.

e Event Committee Meeting — Tuesday, February 6 @ 6:00
p.m.

e Embarrass Region Fair Association Meeting — Thursday,
February 8 @ 6:30 p.m.

e  Strategic Planning Committee Meeting — Tuesday, February
13 @ 6:00 p.m.

e  Fair Planning Meeting — Thursday, February 15 @ 6:30 p.m.

e  Winter Festival — Saturday, February 17, 11:00 a.m. — 5:00
p.m.

e Event Committee Meeting — Tuesday, February 20 @ 6:00
p.m.

e Pancake Breakfast - Theme: Healthcare Workers
Appreciation, Saturday, March 2, 8-11:00 a.m.

ARROWHEAD BOOKMOBILE

Hwy 21 and Hwy 135
February 14

The Bookmobile offers print books,
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs,
audiobooks and video games. For further
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-Book
services, contact the Arrowhead Library
System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN
55768, 218-741-3840, see us on Facebook or
check our web site at www.alslib.info.




Flying Finn Page 7 February 2024
Timber Hall Event Center
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Pﬂl“‘ﬂl\l‘?l'{‘ﬂl\fﬂﬂt : What better way to beat the winter blues than getting
February 3rd 8 1lam [ together with your community for a fun day in the snow!?
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TRE KUON DO
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Monday & Wednesday
Indoor Walking at the Timber Hall Beginners 5:30 - 6:30 PM

Colored Belts 6:30 - 7:30 PM
Free and open to all! .

Must have indoor shoes.
Mon & Wed 5pm —7:30pm

MARCH 2

"APPRECIATION EASTER
£66-STRAVAGANZA

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
HEATHCARE WORKERS EAT FREE!
March 23rd
Adults $7
Kids [6-101 %4 CELH]HII FI-I[ EHLIIT []I QPR!HI" WITH TI-[Ei [GE E[LLEHT AEEI'l'IIIE'J
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Tirrtaer Heall Frand Canler - S855 Bwy 11 - Cadairas MN

Kids 5 & Under Free

Timber Holl Event Center

- G RLSCOU

Goed readly 1o Indulge 5 some ke heoeen o
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Interested in planning or collaborating on events? Email info@embarrassrfa.org to get involved!
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Waasa
Township

Regular Board Meeting
Waasa Town Hall
12/6/23 -7 p.m.

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen,
Steve Sipola, Kim Daugherty, and Sandra Gibson

Visitor: Bonnie Keller

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the November
1, 2023 Meeting Minutes. Mike supported. Carried (3-0).

Treasurer’s Report: Receipts for November: $50.00 Hall
Rental, $15,859.83 ’23 Tax Apportionment & Year End
Advance and $56.07 SLC Market Value Credit/Agriculture.
Disbursements from General Fund totaled $6,233.31 and
Cemetery Fund was $136.52. Mike approved the
Treasurer’s report with Steve supporting. Carried (3-0).

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve payment of
the bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support
from Steve. Carried (3-0).

Claims:

e Daugherty, Kim, S, 28.98, Treasurer’s Printer Ink

e Gibson, Sandra, $53.09, Office Supplies, Mileage to
Election Training

e Johnson, Mike, $288.53, Reimb. Purchase of Blinds
for Office & Main Room

e Keller, Bonnie, $50.00, PNP Election Training for

e Lake Country Power, $91.58, Town Hall Electricity

e Menards, $1,033.09, Woman’s Restroom Remodel
Iltems

e Sipola, Steve, $85.15, Mileage for Supplies & Road
Inspections

Road Report: There were complaints about Dale and
Beckman Roads. Steve ordered grading for both roads and
they are now in good condition. There was a report of some
dead falls on Koskela Road. Steve pulled the trees away
from the road and took care of the debris.

Cemetery: Steve has been regularly checking the cemetery.

Old Business: A resolution was signed by the board for an
increase of MATIT (insurance) coverage of the town hall
due to new windows installed recently.

Hall improvements: A hole has been filled in behind the
refrigerator. One estimate has been received for new LED
lighting from Amptex Co. and another should be coming
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soon. Steve motioned to allow Mike to choose the lowest
bidder and have them begin work ASAP. Eric supported.
Carried. The supplies have been purchased for the woman’s
restroom remodel except for a mirror. Work will begin
soon.

Mike moved to accept the new 2024 Board Meeting
Schedule with Steve supporting. Carried (3-0).

Eric took online LBAE training and received his certificate.
All three supervisors are now certified in time for the
meeting which will be held in the spring at the town hall.

New Business: The clerk reported on the PNP Training she
and a Head Judge attended yesterday. The election will be
held in March. At this election the voter will be asked to
indicate which party ballot they wish to use. Our election
judges will need to attend one hour of training being held
in February to be certified.

When the Clerk is unable to take meeting minutes in
January, Bonnie Keller will be filling in.

Correspondence: Read and filed.

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 7:45
p.m. and was supported by Eric. Carried.

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk,
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair

T A
1) : ¥ i

SAVE S0 MUCH, YOU'LL
CALL THIS A PIGGY TANK.

-

s b

Before you renew a propane contract with
your current provider, compare pricing and
give us a call. We're local. we're honest, we're
the right way to buy propane

877-388-1744 | superiorfuelcompany.com

%

SUPERIOR
FUEL COMPANY

You have our name on it
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31st if we submit all materials by January 20th.
8. CORRESPONDENCE:

e The Embarrass Winter Festival is rescheduled for
Saturday, February 17, 2024. SISU will Participate
with a Boot-throwing Contest and a possible Bake
Sale.

SISU Heritage Monthly Minutes
January 2024

e A concert by Sharon Gunderson is scheduled for
Sunday, May 19, 2024, at the Apostolic Church.

Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Tom Sheehan, Cindy Scherer, e Four sauna companies confirm six saunas for
Linda Koskela, Mickey White, Pat Heikkila Guest: Paul Knuti Sauna Day in June. Lamppa Inc will display sauna
. . . t . Bill and Kate Isl f f 11-2 pm.
1. December minutes were reviewed, motion by Pat H. >toves. Bilfand Rate Isle perform from pm
with unanimous approval. Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela
2. December’s financial report was accepted, motion by ~ The next meeting is Monday, March 18, 2024 @ 6:30 pm
Tom S. second Mickey W. MC. Cindy S. informed the  at the Embarrass Town Hall.
board the $150,000 Grant will be
placed at the Northern State Bank
n vignia, i in 2 ign nerest | I SU HIERITAGE, INC.
Account at 4%. Marlin B. will ; ; ; -
proceed with the paperwork. invites you to its 2024 Annual Meeting
3. Membership remains the same as
last month 137-34 lifetime.
4. The agenda for the SISU Heritage
February 25th Annual Meeting @
2pm. Includes reports from 2022-
23, election of board members, S nd F b 25 i 2 m
2024 proposed budget, speaker- u ay, e " pl "
Dave Anderson Meteorologist & .
Local historian, door prizes and Election of Board Merr_lbers 2024 Budget ~ Reports
refreshments. Door Prizes ~ Coffee An’
5. The 2024 Proposed Budget was s
reviewed and sccepted. Dave Anderson is our featured speaker.
. Pau', K'_ rEponed_ a resent grant Meteorologist and local histonan Dave Anderson is the
application was rejected by the MN longest-serving broadcast meteorologist in the
Historical Society. After talking to Morthiand with 31 years of experience on air.
- Dave is a native of Ely. His mother Sharon cama fram
LHB they may be willing to take on a Danish family in Babbitt. His father Terry came from
phase 4 & 5 at the Seitaniemi a "mixed marriage” (Swedish and Finnish) in Tower-
: Soudan. The Danish Anderson girl and the Finn-
Ho'mestead. Tom S. & Paul K. will Swerde. Anidarson boy et at Ely Junlor Calige thanka
write a proposal and scope of the to alphabetical seating order being enforced in most
final work to be done at the Classrooms
h tead d t it f Dave is proud of being a lifefong Maorthland native and
omesiea an present | or fesls his Finnish roots from the Marttila family in Tower
approval by the board. A portion of give him the sisu needed fo make semi-accurate
our $150,000 grant money could be forecasts for the greatest region in the world, the
! Embarrass Valley.
used for these phases. sl i
7. Mickey W. has contacted graphic

designer Scarlet Stone to redesign
our newsletter for $200. She will
have it ready to print by January

The public is welcome to join Sisu members for the afternoon.

Embarrass Town Hall ~ 7503 Levander Rd
Call 218-984-3024 with any questions.
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Trapline Liquor
4897 Hwy 21
218-984-BYOB (2962)
traplineliquor@outlook.com

Pow't limi+ happy to an hour

Open Mon-5at, 8 am-10 pm
Sunday 11am—6 pm

i'a
g
Come see us for your
Celebration Needs!
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Thinking of
Buying or Selling?

Call Julia Maki

Call/Text: 218-780-0315

Sellers:
Free Market Analysis & Marketing Plans
Drone and 3D Virtual Tours

Buyers:
Professional help in finding and buying
that perfect property

. B.I.C. REALTY

Julia Maki, Realtor
Owner/Team Lead
julia@bicrealty.com
www.bicrealty.com

Servicing the Iron Range to the
Canadian border!

Trapline Gonvenience Store

4897 Hwy 21 - - - 218-984-2962
Monday — Saturday 8am-10 pm, Sunday 11 am-6 pm

GROCERIES:
“ ‘ Milk,Eggs
Bread, Butter
Italian Bakery
--lots more!

|‘}v
buditaliugt
I B

SNACKS:
Pop, Juice
Energy Drinks
Candy, Chips

READY TO GO:

Sandwiches
Ice

Coffee

ATM
Lottery OTHER:
Cigarettes Cleaning Supplies
Tobacco Products Baking/Cooking
DNR Licenses Items
Landfill Cards Toilet Paper
Misc Personal
FROZEN ITEMS: Care
Ice Cream Some Auto Fluids
Pizzas
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**% OBITUARIES ***

John Robert Emery, 60

John Robert Emery of Babbitt, MN passed
away at St. Mary’'s in Duluth, MN on
December 31, 2023. He was born October 1,
1963, to Arland and Annette (Trimbell)
Emery in Caledonia, MN. John was the S iaf ST
youngest of 9 children and grew up in Burr Oak, IA. In his early years
he worked with his father and brother for Emery Construction in lowa.
John was united in marriage to Carol Bjork on July 2, 1983 at the Burr
Oak Lutheran Church. This union was blessed with 3 children:
Tanaya, Taryn, and Theodore. He was later blessed again with 4
grandchildren; Liliana, Evie, Violet, and Jasper, and was lovingly
referred to as Papa John. John retired after 30 years of working for
Hormel Foods in Austin, MN. After his retirement, he and Carol moved
to Babbitt in 2016 where they were able to spend more time with
family and friends and enjoying the outdoors. John loved everything
about the outdoors, especially hunting and fishing while referring to
his most beloved spots as “God’s country”. John was a very
charismatic person and always left you feeling that he was so happy
to have gotten to see you. John always had a twinkle of mischief in
his eye and a smile on his face. He had the gift of gab; he could turn
any conversation into a captivating story.

He was preceded in death by his parents Arland and Annette Emery.
John is survived by his wife, Carol, of 40 years. His children: Tanaya
(Mike Hagen and Evie, Violet, and Jasper Hagen) of Austin, MN,
Taryn Emery (Liliana Ramirez) of Des Moines, IA, and Theodore
Emery of Austin, MN. John is also survived by 7 sisters and 1 brother.
Julie (Jerry) Reckward of Decorah, IA, Trudy (Scott) Barnes of
Calmar, 1A, Marsha (Tom) Whalen of Preston, MN, Steven (Laurie)
Emery of Highlandville, IA, Arletta (Wayne) Tweten of Cresco, IA,
Debbie (Larry) Cook, Becky (Edward) Lyon, and Sandra Mitchell
(Greg O'Brien) all of Decorah, IA. He is also survived by his father
and mother-in-law, Joseph and Janet Bjork of Babbitt, MN. 3
brothers-in-law and 2 sisters-in-law: Kermit (Kari) Bjork of Blaine, MN,
Barbara (Larry) Tanttari of Northfield, MN, Brian Bjork of Embarrass,
MN, Katherine Schultz (Brian Helf) of Aurora, MN, and Carl Bjork
(Alanna Novak) of Babbitt, MN. And many nieces and nephews and
loved ones.

A Minnesota Memorial Celebration of Life will be held in Babbitt, MN
at the Birch Lake Beach in the Log Pavilion on June 1, 2024 at 1:00
with a luncheon. Bring a pole and try your luck at John's favorite
fishing hole!

Raymond M. Syrjanen, 97

Raymond M. Syrjanen, Embarrass, died
peacefully surrounded by loving family on
December 20, 2023. Ray was born on May
13, 1926, in Embarrass Township, the son of | w
Mathew and Aili (Nevala) Syrjanen. He e

proudly served his country as a member of the U.S. Army with the
45th Infantry and was a Liberator of Dachau during World War Il. Ray
was united in marriage to Ethel C. Milbridge on April 11, 1946, in
Virginia, Minn. They lived in Vermilion Township until 1958 and were
Embarrass residents until Ethel's death in 2011 and Ray’s move to
Aurora in 2019.

Ray worked many jobs including the Soudan Mine as a miner and
Erie Mining as a mechanic. Ray was a charter member of the Gloria
Dei Lutheran Church in Virginia, where he served as an usher,
alderman and Sunday school teacher. He was an avid hunter and
fisherman and loved spending time outdoors. His life revolved around
his family and church. His grand, great and great-grandchildren were
very special to him.

Ray is survived by his daughters, Caroline (Dennis) Johnson of
Fridley, Minn., and Ann Skraba of Cook, Minn.; brother-in-law John
Milbridge of Tower, Minn.; seven grandchildren, David (Shannon)
Marchetti, Denise (Bob) Johnson Miller, Jeffrey Johnson, Christopher
(Kathryn) Syrjanen, Addy (Josh) DeJoode, Holly (Jordan)
Dalheiemer, and Young Jo Chung; eight great-grandchildren, Isabella
Marchetti, Brooke (Johnny) Saumer, Stephanie Syrjanen, William
(Bryanna) Syrjanen, Skylar and Gabriel DeJoode, Aiden and Jonah
Dalheiemer; two great-great-grandchildren, Howard and Elaine
Saumer; and many special nieces and nephews. Ray was preceded
in death by his parents; wife of 65 years, Ethel; son, Mathew; son-in-
law, Mike Skraba; three brothers, Walter, Wilbert, and Harold; three
sisters, Helia Waisanen, Geraldine Koski, and Lorraine Bukal; and
loyal companion Snoopy.

A special thank you to the staffs of Aurora Carefree living and the
Northern Pines Hospital for the thoughtful care Ray received.
Services will be held in the summer of 2024 with details announced
at a later date. Arrangements are with the Landmark Funeral Home
in Virginia

Bonnie Rae Shroff, 78

Bonnie Rae Lamppa Shroff passed away on New Year's Day 2024 at
the far too young age of 78 years old. Alzheimer’s clearly didn’t
understand the Finnish concept of sisu when it met Bonnie, who
stubbornly fought through one final Christmas, her favorite time of
year, before ridding herself of the indescribably terrible disease that
may have taken her life, but definitely not her spirit. Per her wishes
Bonnie was cremated on Jan. 12 at Mountain View Mortuary and
Cemetery in Altadena, Calif. A celebration of life was held on Jan. 20
at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Virginia. Memorial donations may
be directed to the Alzheimer’s Association in Bonnie's name.

Bonnie was born on July 26, 1945, in Biwabik, the middle child of Iron
Range legends Arthur and Evie Lamppa of Embarrass. Growing up
on the family farm in America’s “Cold Spot,” Bonnie’s childhood was
well spent adventuring with cousins who were closer than most
siblings, collecting stories of everything from the fear she felt checking
wolf traps with her father to the love she had for the deer she
bestowed a cowbell upon and made her pet. Later in life, to the delight
of her two sons, Bonnie would use her limitless imagination to
embellish these stories at bedtime, because who needs to read
storybooks when your mother could write them herself.

Her creativity and love for children would serve her well as she
graduated from Bemidji State College in 1967 with a degree in
Education. Bonnie used her degree as a ticket out of frigid Northern
Minnesota for sunny Huntington Beach, Calif., where she taught
Kindergarten from 1967 to 1973. Bonnie, although very quiet and
exceedingly sweet, was a rebel at heart and in California she
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committed what at the time was a major act of rebellion, when she
fell in love with an Indian man named Bansi Shroff. On April 3, 1971,
just four years after the U.S. Supreme Court had legalized interracial
marriage, Bonnie, the proud Finn from a town of hundreds, married
Bansi, a “Desi bai” from one of the largest cities on Earth. For 52
years, their love endured, surviving five moves, two slightly difficult
boys, and one dog named Sushi.

Their love also spawned Bonnie’s greatest passion, her two sons
whom she described as being of “Finndian” descent, but upon whom
she confusingly bestowed very Irish names. No one on Earth
benefited more from Bonnie’s life than Sean and Brennan Shroff.
Bonnie was a prettier Martha Stewart before Martha Stewart was
Martha Stewart. She kept a home that was tasteful and cheery, as
clean as an operating room, and full of handmade centerpieces and
homemade baked goods. Bonnie was such a ridiculously good baker
that her brief membership in a neighborhood cookie club was due not
to Bonnie’s inherited distaste for most social gatherings, but instead
to the intimidation felt by the other members upon tasting Bonnie’s
superior church bars, tarts and Finnish biscuit.

Prone to fits of laughter brought on by her youngest son’s tantrums
or the neighbors’ infidelities, her biting sense of humor, inherited from
her mother, was a trait she only shared with a lucky few. In a world
where everyone claims to have had the best wife and best mom,
Bonnie truly was the best of those things. She was at every practice,
every doctor's appointment, every school play and bake sale. She
was goofy and available and creative and loving and always made
not only her family, but everyone she met, feel important, protected,
and cared for, unless you were a Republican, then boy did she let you
have it. Bonnie leaves this world a better place and it is for good
reason that everyone who ever was lucky enough to know her, loved
her.

Bonnie is survived by her husband, Bansi Shroff; sons, Sean and
Brennan; and grandchildren, Baron, Waylon, Sadie and baby Tadhg.
She was preceded in death by her sister, Donna; and parents, Arthur
and Evie Lamppa.

Raymond W. Johnson, 80

Raymond “Ray” Walfred Johnson, 80, of Embarrass, died peacefully
on Dec. 31, 2023, at Waterview Woods Hospice in Eveleth after a
brave journey with prostate cancer. Ray is deeply loved and will be
greatly missed. His family would like to thank the hospice staff for their
kind and compassionate care. Memorial contributions may be made
to the charity of your choice or the American Cancer Society. A
celebration of life luncheon was held on Jan. 13, 2024, at the
Embarrass Town Hall.

Ray was born on March 8, 1943, in Biwabik, to William and Emma
Holmes Johnson. He graduated from Embarrass High School in 1961
and enlisted in the Air Force where he served on the flightline,
stationed in Germany. Ray was honorably discharged in 1965 and
returned to Embarrass to embark on new adventures, which included
receiving a degree from Bemidji State University and working for
Seppi Brothers Concrete for 32 years, before retiring at age 62.

Ray loved downhill skiing, tinkering in the garage, building and
construction projects, scratch-off tickets, and most of all, visiting with
his friends and family.

He is survived by his sons, Blaine Johnson of Embarrass and Ryan
(Molly) Johnson of Blaine; grandson, Aidan Johnson of Blaine;
brothers, Alan Johnson of Embarrass and Marvin Johnson of River
Falls, Wis.; sisters, Dorris Olson of Duluth, Violet Johnson of
Minneapolis, and Karen Grams of Iron; sister-in-law, Joanne Johnson
of Duluth; and several nieces, nephews, and cousins. He was
preceded in death by his parents, William and Emma Johnson;
sisters, Gladys Asplund and Katherine Copple; brother, Ronald
Johnson; and nephew, Greg Copple.

Carolyn A. McPeak, 85

Carolyn A. McPeak, 85, longtime resident of Embarrass, died on Jan.
3, 2024, at Essentia Health Virginia Regional Medical Center. A
celebration of life is planned for a later date.

Carolyn was born on Dec. 20, 1938, in Sebeka, the daughter of Carl
and Alice Johnson. She was united in marriage to Charles Reaber
McPeak in Sebeka on August 10, 1955.

Carolyn was a talented artisan working with many different materials
and formats to create her art. She also worked for 10 years at the
shirt factory in Virgina.

Carolyn is survived by her children, Glenice Bystrom of Soudan, Gail
Mingo of Mt. Iron, Geoffry (Brenda) McPeak of Chisholm, Giselle
(Donny) Mather of Ely and Gena (Michael) Partyka of Hibbing;
brothers, Dennis “Butch” Johnson and Peter (Judy) Johnson, both of
Cloquet, and Michael (Tana) Johnson of Embarrass; and numerous
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Charles; and
granddaughter, Sheri Bystrom.

Curtis Buskirk, 82

Curtis Buskirk, 82, of Ely, passed away on Dec. 7, 2023. There will
be no services. He is survived by his son, Ted Buskirk of Embarrass;
and sister, Diane (Edward) Luukkonen of Ely.

Valerie Rantala, 75

Valerie Rantala, 75, was called home early on Jan. 14, 2024, in her
home. Funeral services were held on Jan. 27 at Rupp Funeral Home
and Cremation Service Chapel in Chisholm with Deacon Dan Schultz
officiating.

Valerie was born on Oct. 21, 1948, to Rose Gesuelli and Valentine
Lesnak. She graduated from Chisholm High School in 1966 and
continued her education at Bemidiji where she received her bachelor's
degree. She married William Rantala and were blessed when they
had their daughter Megan in 1992. They lived in their farmhouse in
Embarrass until William passed away in 2012. In 2020 she moved to
St. Joseph to be closer to her daughter Megan. Valerie had a big heart
and a loving soul and family and friends will miss her dearly.

She is survived by her daughter, Megan Rantala of St. Cloud.She was
preceded in death by her husband, Bill Rantala; parents, Valentine
and Rose Gesuelli Lesnak; and brothers, John and Robert Lesnak.
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass
218-984-2037
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com
Pastor Christina Forsythe
Office hours
Saturday 11:30 a.m.—3 p.m.
Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
Services begin at 10:30 a.m.

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN
CHURCH

www.apostoliclutheran.org

6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169)
Services at 10:30 a.m.

Communion — First Sundays
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UNITED STATES
p POSTAL SERVICE &

Embarrass MN Post Office
4878 Hwy 218-984-3027
Pickup/Retail Hours:
Monday-Friday 7:00am-11:00am
Saturday 7:00am-9:00am

Lobby is open 24 hours for those with post office
boxes at this location

Embarrass Transfer Station

= 4 )

7530 Koski Rd " ‘
| Embarrass, MN W @&
|||

Hours of Operation
Thursday
10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday
12:30 p.m. —4:30 p.m

February 2024
EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH

5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass
218-984-3402
www.efreechurch.com
E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com

Sunday
Family Bible Classes, 9 a.m.

Family Worship, 10 a.m.

Wednesday
Women'’s Bible Study —9:00 a.m.

Kids on the Rock —4:00 p.m.
ENGAGE Youth Ministry — 6:30 p.m.

Meetings:
Ministries Meetings — Sunday, February 11, 11:30

Pizza & Family Game night, Friday, February 16, 6:00
Men’s Breakfast —February 24, 8:00 a.m.
February 4: “Our Relationship with Family”

February 11: “Our Relationship with the World and
the Lost”

February 18: “When Vision and Purpose Work
Together”

February 25: Pastor Lawrence

Ash Wednesday

(from https://nationaltoday.com/ash-wednesday/)

The Wednesday six weeks before Easter Sunday —
February 14, 2024, - is a Christian holy day of
fasting, sacrifice, and prayer. Followers of Jesus, of
several sects and denominations, often forgo a
regular meal schedule, instead eating only one
normal-sized meal and two very small ones over
the course of a given 24-hour period, especially on
Good Friday. The most devout Christians are
known to eat even less than that, limiting
themselves to bread and water to signify their
recognition of Christ’s 40-day, 4o0-night fast as
recounted in the Gospels. Abstinence from alcohol
is also stressed on Ash Wednesday and throughout
the Lenten period.
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