Town of Embarrass
Regular Meeting
February 3, 2016

Present:  Gene Wright, Joe Scherer, Diane Nelmark, Roberta Pike, Zane Beaton (arrived at 6:15)
Visitors:  Mickey White, Randy Schroeder
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Vice-Chair Gene Wright with the Pledge of Allegiance.
January Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Report were reviewed.  Motion by Joe, Second by Gene to approve January 13 minutes.  Carried 2-0.  Motion by Joe, Second by Gene to approve the Treasurer’s Report pending future audit.  Carried 2-0.
Reports:
Maintenance:  Alvin will be out for several weeks on medical leave, Roger will be filling in as Maintenance Lead.  Painting of the town hall interior should be done by the annual meeting.  The rink continues to be maintained.
Roads:  Joe reported that roads are looking good and the county should be plowing in the next few days.
Zane arrived at 6:15 to take over as Chair of the meeting.
Consent Agenda:  Motion by Gene, Second by Joe to pass the Consent Agenda (Claims 16001-16027: $9,474.39, Payroll $5,732.13 and Correspondence).  Carried 3-0.
Old Business:
Arrowhead Brushing estimate was reviewed.  Trees within 8 feet of the edge of the road will be limbed to a height of 10 feet and brush will be cut to within 1 foot of ground level and removed from traveled portion of the road.  Roads to be cleared are:  Byke, Heikkila, Kemppainen, Petrell, Salmela, Sauna, Wirta & Lamppa lane.  Total cost $3,500.  Motion by Joe, second by Gene to approve Arrowhead Brushing estimate with work to be completed by April 19, 2016.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Zane, Second by Joe to notify landowners along affected roads that brushing will take place and direct them to contact Joe Scherer if they have any questions.  Carried 3-0.
The electrician has been contacted for a date to complete the work at the town hall and campground.
New Business:
The Cub Cadet 50” mower and John Deere 42” mower were discussed as repair and/or replacement may be needed due to mechanical issues.  Motion by Joe, Second by Gene to remove the deck of the Cub Cadet mower and bring it to L&M for an estimate to fix the mower, as well as give a trade in value towards the purchase of a new mower.  Carried 3-0.  Motion by Joe, Second by Zane to contact Five Seasons Sports for an estimate on a new deck for the 42” John Deere.  Carried 3-0.
The property valuations were reviewed to make sure that proper value is given to everything.  Motion by Gene, Second by Zane to increase the replacement value of the cemetery vault from $500 to $2500.  Carried 3-0.
Gene and Joe attended the St. Louis County Association of Townships meeting on January 27.  St. Louis County will be having public meetings to discuss a proposed policy or ordinance regarding the use of ATV’s on county roads.  Three meetings will be held during February at Ely, Virginia and Midway Township.
It was mentioned that there are several items in storage that are no longer needed.  Diane will look into how to properly dispose of old computer equipment.  If salvageable items are found, they will be brought to the March board meeting.
Randy Schroeder spoke on behalf of the Fire Department about a 3% increase in the fire contract rate in 2017.  The Fire Department is looking to upgrade their SCBA equipment.  The board also asked about how the 2-sided 9-1-1 address signs are progressing.  The fire department is continuing to look at costs of replacing signs in the township.  It was noted that information was posted in the Flying Finn on how to order signs directly from St. Louis County.  The information is available on St. Louis County’s website.
The 2017 Levy proposal discussion began with notes on several projects that could be proposed for next year.  There was also a question on how much Taconite Tax Money will be coming to the township in 2016 and 2017.  Further discussion of the levy proposal was tabled until March.
A public meeting was held following the last fair board meeting on January 21 about the Mesabi Bike Trail route and what is happening with the ATV trail.  Bob Manzoline of the Mesabi Trail Group and members of the Prospectors Trail Alliance were on hand to answer questions.
One item from the January Reorganizational Meeting was discussed.  Motion by Zane, Second by Joe to move Roger Davies into the maintenance lead position for the time of Alvin’s leave and make the pay retroactive to January 18.  Carried 3-0.
Upcoming Meetings:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday, March 2 @ 6:00 p.m. (Finalize Levy Proposal, Annual Meeting Agenda & Board of Audit)
· Tuesday, March 8 @ 7:00 p.m. (Annual Meeting)
Adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Diane Nelmark
Embarrass Town Clerk
