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Embarrass Town Board Meeting and 
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 
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Embarrass Clerk’s Office by January 24, 2024 
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JANUARY 2024 
 1 

New Years Day 
 
Clerk’s Office 
Closed 

2 
 
ERFA Event 
Committee 
Meeting 6 pm 
Timber Hall 

3 
 
 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

4 5 6 
Town Hall 
Rental 
 
Timber Hall 
Pancake 
Breakfast 8-11 

7 

 
4 Corners 4-H 

4 p.m. 

8 
 
 
 
Flower and 
Garden Club 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

9 
Ladies Coffee 
 
ERFA Strategic 
Planning 
Committee 
Meeting 6 pm 
Timber Hall 

10 
Township 
Board Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 

11 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 
 
ERFA Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Timber Hall 

12 13 

14 15 
 
 
 
 
Sisu Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

16 
Ladies Coffee 
 
ERFA Arena 
Committee 
Meeting 6pm 
Timber Hall 

17 
Township 
Board Meeting 
– Preparation 
for 2025 Levy 

18 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

19 20 
Winter 
Festival – 
Timber Hall 
11 am – 5 pm 

21 22 23 
Ladies Coffee 

24 
Flying Finn 
Deadline 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

25 
Conversational 
Finn 1-2:30 

26 27 

28 29 30 
Ladies Coffee 

31    
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, 
community notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, 
Embarrass, MN 55732, or e-mail them to embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials 
which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 
218-984-2084 with any questions. ***** Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 13, 2023 
PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present: Jack LaMar, Shireen Lee, Eric Garman, 
Mary Novak, Jennifer Boese 

Visitors: Jason Johnson, Chris Dale, Rodney Dale, 
Bill Wright, Mickey White, Carissa Smith, Paul Knuti 

The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by 
LaMar with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

November 2023 minutes approved. Motion: 
LaMar/Lee. Carried 3-0. 

Treasurers Report given by Novak. 

Cemetery Report by Garman. Flags placed by 
maintenance for candle marking. 

Maintenance Report by Lee. DR brusher needs 
replacing. Lee expresses her appreciation for all the 
work done for the ice candle celebration and more by 
maintenance, clerk, and deputy clerk. Brushing, rink 
liner, and more discussed. 

Road Report by Lee. Grader operator checked roads 
and looking good at this time. Rock on Hanka Nevala 
addressed. St. Louis County snow plowing invoice for 
1st partial payment to be paid. 

LaMar spoke on rink liner and advertisers he has 
found to cover the cost of liner. 

Carissa Smith speaks on behalf of the Fair Winter 
Fest coming up in January. Looking for township 
collaboration in making this a great community event. 
Rink and sliding hill will be reserved on January 20 for 
the event, per township supervisors. Volunteers to 
help with the event are wanted if there is interest, 
meeting will be held on December 19. 

Board meeting conduct presented by LaMar. 
Discussion on running a board meeting with basic 
rules. Clerk presented resolution. Tabled for review. 

Clerk struggles with minutes, informed supervisors 
that by law it is not a complete transcript of the 
meeting but rather motions made and a brief 
description of discussions and public comments need 
not to be included word for word making minutes 
longer than needed. Motion: LaMar/Lee to post in 

Flying Finn that minutes will be motions made and 
brief description of topics on agenda. Carried 3-0. 

Fire Department asking for township to transfer deed 
over for the very small piece of land in front of 
department. Motion: Lamar/Lee to authorize Lee to 
call attorney to get information to resolve the matter. 
Carried 2-0. Garman abstains. 

Flying Finn costs discussed. Ads sent by local 
organizations has been done at no charge, 
discussion on asking organizations to pay for 
advertising or possible donation. Spreadsheet will be 
created by Clerk, tabled. 

Canister Site lease discussed and Lee to contact St. 
Louis County and inquire on the yearly lease of $300 
and the possibility for an increase. 

Ice Candle traffic control discussed by Lee. EVFD 
volunteering to help with traffic control. Motion: Lee/ 
LaMar to make $300 donation to EVFD. Carried 3-0. 

DPS invoice for concrete work to be done in 
spring/summer months. Motion: LaMar/Garman to not 
pay until work is complete and FEMA funds received. 
Carried 3-0. 

Motion: Lee/LaMar to purchase an AED (Automatic 
External Defibrator) for the townhall as soon as 
fiscally possible. Carried 3-0. 

Motion: Lee/Garman for clerk to contact credit card 
company to make a one-time increase limit on card to 
purchase Starlink. Carried 3-0. 

Knuti discusses the National Registry of Apostolic 
Church and to be placed in the Flying Finn. 

Pyhala property. Knuti would like the township to take 
steps into restoration work. Knut is looking for guidance on 
the townships interest in moving forward. Lee speaks that 
township budget is not in shape to do so and needs public 
support if were to go forward. Lee appreciates the passion 
Knuti has for the property. Knuti informed would volunteer 
to write a request for funding help with Clerk’s help. LaMar 
speaks and supports the Pyhala being restored. Lee 
speaks we have much to maintain already. Knuti if 
township doesn’t have interest in maintaining then should 
sell. 

Motion: LaMar/Lee to approve claims and correspondence. 
Carried 3-0. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. by LaMar. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town 
Clerk 
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January Clerks Corner 

Happy New Year! 

Despite the crazy warm 
temperatures, we have had 
the Embarrass Township 
maintenance employees, 
Roger Davies and Jeff 

Poppema were able to make 660 Ice Candles for the 
celebration held on the 16th. Still can’t figure out how 
that many were able to be made with how warm it 
was. It was another beautiful celebration thanks to the 
dedication and hard work. Thank you to everyone 
who had a part in making the celebration a success. 
You are all truly so appreciated. Please see the thank 
you included in this issue. 

Very special thank you to Travis Erickson for 
spending hours relighting over and over during the 
night as the rain fought against you. Then relighting 
on Christmas Eve for so many loved ones. Brought 
tears to my eyes. 

I hope everyone had a Very Merry Christmas. Best 
Wishes for a Healthy and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Township 
Clerk 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 
Full Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 

or call the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984-
2084. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to 
The Flying Finn may drop off or send 
a donation of $15 for one year, 
payable to the Town of Embarrass, 
7503 Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 
55732. 
The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and 
on following pages. Neither the Town 
of Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints 
or ideology of these groups or their 
events. The Town of Embarrass 
reserves the right to publish or not 
publish any letter to the editor or 
submitted material. 

 
 

 
 

ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 

Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 

January 3 & 24 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 
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Waasa 
Township 

Wednesday, 
November 1, 2023 

7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Eric Pulkinen, Steve 
Sipola, Kim Daugherty and Sandra Gibson 

Visitor: Carrie Westvik 

Meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Board Chair, Mike 
Johnson and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Minutes Approval: Steve moved to approve the October 4, 
2023 Meeting Minutes. Mike supported. Carried (3-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: No receipts for October. Disbursements 
totaled $1,773.10. Eric approved the Treasurer’s report with 
Steve supporting. Carried (3-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Eric moved to approve payment of the 
bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support from 
Steve. Carried (3-0). 

Claims: 
 Babbitt Weekly News, $70.00, Ad for Cemetery Rules (2 

wks.) 
 Gibson, Sandra, $13.15, Office Supplies 
 Lake Country Power, $85.60, Town Hall Electricity 
 Menards, $13.16, Hall Cleaning Supplies 
 Rock, Snow & Fire, $2,060.00, Repair of Niemi Rd. (Spring 

Storm Damaged) 
 St. Louis County Auditor, $2,554.88, 1st Half 

Snowplowing 2023-2024 

Road Report: Township roads seem to be in good condition 
but snow covered at this time. Flood damaged Niemi Road 
was repaired. Steve Scheuring lowered the new culvert, as 
recommended by FEMA and added 4 inches of Class 5 to the 
problem area. 

Cemetery: Steve has been doing fall clean-up. The water and 
trash barrels have been put in storage. Most people have 
removed decorations and planters from graves. Two 
footstones and a headstone have been installed recently. 

Old Business: FEMA applications are nearing completion for 
the Niemi Road spring flooding. Rock, Sand & Fire has 
completed the work just in time before the freeze up. We are 
hoping for approximately $300 in reimbursement of our 
hours. Waiting on instructions as how to apply for it at this 
time. 

New window blinds for the office and the main meeting 
room have been ordered and received. 

MATIT (insurance) gave us a price quote for added coverage 
for the new hall windows which were installed. Mike moved 

to go with the $2,500.00 deductible, with support from Steve. 
Carried (3-0). 

New Business: The clerk has worked up a tentative 2024 
Board Meeting Schedule. It will be adopted at the January 
Reorganizational Meeting. 

Eric plans to take the LBAE online training before February 
1st. Mike and Steve have current certificates. 

When the Clerk is unable to take meeting minutes in January, 
the person filling in will receive $50.00 per meeting. 

Steve reported that the snowblower is now ready for use and 
the lawn mowers have been winterized. Eric stated he is 
willing to remove snow at the hall this winter. 

Hall improvements were discussed. It was decided to contact 
and obtain at least 2 price quotes to install new LED ceiling 
lighting. Mike and Eric will be working on this. Mike will 
enclose the hole behind the refrigerator. The Ladies Room is 
in need of remodeling, hopefully in time for the PNP Election 
in March. Work will be done by volunteers. 

Correspondence: None. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
and was supported by Eric. Carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk; 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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SISU Heritage 
Monthly Minutes 
December 2023 

Present: Mickey White, Ron Sutton, Cindy Scherer, Marlin 
Bjornrud, Tom Sheehan, David Pike, Linda Koskela, John 
Kinnunen 

Guest: Jeff Sterle, Roberta Pike, Paul Knuti 

1. November minutes were reviewed and stand as 
approved. 

2. November’s financial report was presented. Motion to 
accept by Ron S., second David P. MC. Cindy requested a 
bill of $277.31 be paid for Beanie stocking caps, motion 
to accept by David P., second Tom S., MC. A motion by 
Ron S., second Tom S. for Cindy to place the grand of 
$150,000 into a short-term CD with one of our local 
banks. MC. 

3. Membership remains the same 137 – 34 lifetime. 

4. Jeff Sterle presented the 2022 Auditor’s report. The 
financial statements and its cash flow ended in 
accordance with the auditing standards. Numbers were 
comparable to year 2021. 

5. A nominating committee of John K. and Ron S. will 
contact board members David P., Linda K., and Kathy J. 
to see if they would be willing to remain on the SISU 
board for another term. Approval of nominated board 
members happens at that SISU Annual Meeting in 
February 2024. 

6. Mickey White, our representative on the Saint Louis 
County Historical Board, extended an invite to the Board 
of Governors Meeting to be held Wednesday, December 
20, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. in person, located in the Hibbing 
Memorial Building, Hibbing MN. 

Submitted by Linda Koskela, Secretary 

Next meeting is on Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Embarrass Town Hall.  

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 

TIMBER HALL EVENT CENTER: 

Pancake Breakfast, Law 
Enforcement Appreciation - 
January 6, 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. 

Embarrass Region Fair Association Meeting – 
Thursday, January 11 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Embarrass Region Fair Association Meeting – 
Thursday, February 8 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Fair Planning Meeting – Thursday, February 15 @ 
6:30 p.m. 

 

CELEBRATING A MILESTONE 

By Ron Sutton 

On October 23, 2023, the Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass was officially added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The submission of the site and structure 
sitting on the hillside on the north side of County Road 21 
was sent to the National Park Service - Department of the 
Interior for approval from the Minnesota Historical Society. 
After two years of hard work, Embarrass has another cultural 
location listed on the National Register. (Others include the 
Phyala homestead, Hanka homestead and the sauna at the 
Nelimark homestead.) The process of application was not an 
easy one; it is a difficult task to have a 100-year-old standing 
church approved as a national historical site. It’s quite an 
accomplishment. 

“The documentation for the request to make the church a 
historic site was wonderful and complete,” stated Paul Knuti, 
who spearheaded the project for Sisu Heritage and the 
community. “It was approved mainly because of the work 
done over the past three years to preserve the historic 
structure; the foundation work to ensure adequate drainage 
and the roof eave additions made last year were what made 
the big difference for state and national approval. What we 
have accomplished here does not only place Embarrass on the 
map statewide but nationally as well. It’s for the country!” 

The church was the first built in the community, constructed 
in 1904 and used by the congregation over the last 100 years. 
It was donated to Sisu Heritage several years ago by the 
remaining families in the congregation, for preservation and 
safekeeping. It has been used for weddings, funerals and 
community concerts over the past years. The outstanding 
sound transfer from the rounded ceiling structure makes a 
musical concert a pleasurable experience for those in 
attendance. 

A full-house community celebration took place on September 
2, 2023, at the church. Musicians Eli Bissonett and Robin 
Anders presented a concert, with coffee and cake afterward 
for those in attendance to enjoy. Eli’s ancestors had been 
members of the church and it was a special occasion for him 
and his family. Folks from Embarrass and surrounding 
communities came to help celebrate another Embarrass 
milestone of historic preservation. Hopefully the Apostolic 
Lutheran Church will continue to be well used for the next 
100 years. 



Flying Finn Page 8 January 2024 

  



Flying Finn Page 9 January 2024 

   



Flying Finn Page 10 January 2024 

*** OBITUARIES *** 
Reginald J. Childs, 73 

Reginald John “Reggie” Childs, 73, of Tower, passed away on Nov. 23, 
2023, at New Journey Residence in Eveleth. A funeral service was held 
on Dec. 2 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Pike Township. The family 
would welcome donations to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church or the Lewy 
Body Dementia Association. 

Reggie was born on Jan. 1, 1950, in Virginia, to Richard and Josephine 
Alexander Childs. In the mid-1950s, he and his brother Don moved to 
Tower, into the home of Oliver and Gertrude Heikkila Huttula. He 
graduated from Embarrass High School in 1968. After attending tech 
school in Duluth, Reggie worked as a painter for the railroad for four 
years. During that time, he stayed in Saginaw with his cousin and his 
cousin’s wife, Dick and Bonnie Tuominen, and became a member of 
their family. 

Reggie married Connie Harma on April 3, 1976, and they made their 
home in Vermilion Lake Township. Reggie was a logger and contractor, 
a volunteer with the Vermilion Lake Fire Department, and an active 
member of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. He greatly enjoyed spending 
time with family and friends, helping others, and taking a good sauna. 

Reggie is survived by his wife, Connie; daughters, Gina (Jerod Rauk) 
Childs, Sara (Brett) McNeal, Amber (Aaron) TerBest and Sommer (Lee 
Anderson) Pyne; grandchildren, Zoey, Travis, Sienna, Axel, Aili, 
Brooklyn, Reghan “Reggie” and Kynsie; Bonnie Tuominen and family; 
brothers, Roger Childs, Donald (Diane) Childs, Gerry Hanson, Gary 
Childs and Ronald Childs; sister, Carol (Allen) Mathwig; sisters-in-law, 
Bonnie Harma and Lois Childs; brother-in-law, Len Clough; and 
members of his large extended family. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Richard and Josephine 
Childs and Oliver and Gertrude Huttula; daughter, Lori; Dick Tuominen; 
brothers, Edward, Dennis and Kenneth Childs; and sister, Joanne 
Huttula Clough. 

Luella L. Holstrom, 93 

Luella Lucy Haavisto Holstrom, 93, sadly passed away on Dec. 16, 
2023. A celebration of life will be held in the spring of 2024. 

Lucille attended Embarrass School and was Valedictorian of the Class 
of 1947. She was married to Conrad Holstrom in Virginia on Jan. 20, 
1951. They made their home on the northside of Virginia. Luella was a 
meticulous and very organized homemaker, who loved to read, garden 
and crochet. She was a loving and wonderful mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother who will be greatly missed. 

She is survived by her son, William (Doris); daughter, Patti (Grant); two 
grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Conrad; and son, Randy. 

John C. Lehti, 68 

John C. Lehti, 68, left this world on Nov. 29, 2023. A memorial service 
was held on Dec. 15 at Grace and Truth Bible Church in Virginia with 
Pastors Joe and Randy Reed officiating. 

John was born in 1955, in Winton, to Gustoff Lehti and Emma 
Columbus Lehti. He grew up surrounded by the beauty of nature in 
Isabella and Nett Lake, with time spent on Lake Vermilion with family. 
John started his education in Silver Bay and graduated from Ely 
Memorial High School in 1974. He entered the logging industry as a 
self-employed entrepreneur, but later shifted to becoming a heavy 

equipment operator at North Shore Mining, where he worked until his 
retirement. 

John had a strong passion for the outdoors. He enjoyed traveling, 
hunting, fishing and ricing. These activities became more than hobbies 
for John; they were his way of connecting with the world around him 
and his family, and appreciating God's creation. 

John's life revolved around his deep, personal faith in Jesus. This 
strong belief gave him strength, comfort, and a sense of purpose 
beyond earthly existence. He viewed himself as a traveler on a 
temporary journey, anticipating eternal life with the Lord. Eager to share 
his revelation, he invited others to experience the fulfillment and hope 
he found in his faith. 

His childlike spirit and light-hearted nature endeared him to everyone 
he encountered. John’s family, friends and community will always 
remember his steadfast presence, unwavering ability to tell a joke, and 
ability to make everyone feel special. 

John is survived by his six children, Alicia (Todd), Chris (Jenna), 
Jonathan (Allison), Hannah (Cheyenne), Emily (Brandon) and Andrew; 
stepdaughters, Angie and Rachel; seventeen grandchildren, Jakson, 
Ellie, Parker, Bryce, Matayah, Morgan, Emma, Ryan, Brynn, Hayden, 
Max, Liam, Tanner, Kai, Brody, River and Nora; the mother of his 
children and friend, Jeannine (Norm) Adams of Embarrass; sisters, 
Stella and Denise; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
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HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 76, Embarrass 
218-984-2037 

hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com  

Pastor Christina Forsythe 

Office hours 
Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 

 

PIKE APOSTOLIC 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

www.apostoliclutheran.org 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 

Services at 10:30 a.m. 
1/7 – Gerry Southerton 

1/14 – Jon Salo 
1/21 – Jon Salo 

1/28 – Jerry DeVries

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH 

5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass 
218-984-3402 

www.efreechurch.com 
E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 

Sunday 
Family Bible Classes, 9 a.m. 

Family Worship, 10 a.m. 

Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study – 9:00 a.m. 

Kids on the Rock – 4:00 p.m. 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry – 6:30 p.m. 

Meetings: 

Potluck Fellowship meal and annual church meeting 
– Sunday, January 21, 11:30 p.m. 

Men’s Breakfast – Saturday, January 27, 8:00 a.m. 

Sunday Messages: 
January 7 – Anthony Bermel 

January 14 – “Transformed Lives” 
January 21 – ‘Our Relationship with God and His 

Word” 
January 28 – “Our Relationship with God’s People”

 
Embarrass Township thanks the numerous volunteers 
that graciously made the 2023 Ice Candle event another 
success. It takes a village and our village from near and 
far, past and present, successfully came together! Thank 
you. 
Special mentions include but are not limited to the following who 
volunteered their time and skills to make it happen: 

Chief Planners, Organizers & Decorators: Clerk, Jenny Cornelius Boese and Deputy Clerk, Marge Cornelius 
Ice Candle Makers Extraordinaire: Roger Davies, Lead Maintenance, Jeff Poppema, Maintenance 
Ice Candle Placers, Lighters & Relighters: Roger Davies, Jeff Poppema, Travis Erickson, Austin Erickson, Jim Schmidt, Rana 

Schmidt, Curt Heikkila, Dave Heikkila, Denny Rosendahl 
Santa: Ian Rasmussen 
Elf: Hayden Rasmussen 
Children Activity: Amanda Rasmussen 
Chief Cooks, Servers: Beth Rolfson, Jill Waisanen, Pam Myre, Dolly Week, Dinah Scherer, Chelsey 

Nelmark 
Safety & Traffic Control: Embarrass Region Volunteer Fire Department with Chief Tom Martin, Assistant 

Chief Eric Garman, Firefighter Matt Warren, and Firefighter Isaac Karolczak. 
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