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Pancake Breakfast 8 am-11 am 
Timber Hall, January 7 

 
 

Happy New Year 
 

Martin Luther King Jr Day – January 16 

 
Embarrass Town Board Meeting and 

Embarrass Town Board Reorganization Meeting 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

Please submit materials for the February 2023 issue to the 
Embarrass Clerk’s Office by January 23, 2022.  
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JANUARY 2023 
1 
New Years Day 
 
Hall Rental 

2 
 
Office Closed 
 
 
No Flower and 
Garden Club 
Mtg in Jan/Feb 

3 
Ladies Coffee 

4 5 6 7 
Hall Rental 
 
Pancake 
Breakfast 
Timber Hall 
8-11 

8 

 
4 Corners 4-H 

4 p.m. 

9 10 
Ladies Coffee 

11 
Township 
Board & Reorg 
Meeting 
6:00 p.m. 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 

12 
 
 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

13 14 

15 16 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
 
 
 
Sisu Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

17 
Ladies Coffee 

18 19 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

20 21 

22 23 
 
 
 
 
Flying Finn 
Deadline 
 

24 
Ladies Coffee 

25 26 
 
Conversational 
Finn 1-3 p.m. 

 

27 28 

29 30 31 
Ladies Coffee 

Feb 1 
 
 
 
Bookmobile at 
Four Corners 
5:00-6:00 p.m. 
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FROM THE EDITOR: The Flying Finn strives to represent both Embarrass and the surrounding area. To submit articles, advertisements, 
community notices, letters to the editor, photos, artwork, etc. for the newsletter, mail them to Embarrass Town Hall, 7503 Levander Rd, 
Embarrass, MN 55732, or e-mail them to embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net. Please include your name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Photos or other materials will be returned as soon as possible. The township regrets that it is unable to purchase or reimburse for materials 
which are published. The Town of Embarrass reserves the right to publish or not publish any letter to the editor or other submitted material. Call 
218-984-2084 with any questions. ***** Thank you. Diane Nelmark, Editor 

Town of Embarrass 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 14, 2022 
PENDING BOARD APPROVAL 

Present: Jack LaMar, Alyssa Hammond, Mary Novak, 
Jennifer Boese; Visitors: Thomas Hammond, Bill Wright 

Meeting was called to order at 6:04 by Lamar with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

Motion/Hammond: Second/LaMar to approve the 
November 9 minutes. Carried 2-0. 

Motion/Hammond: Second/LaMar to approve the 
November 22 minutes with the addition of Special Board 
Meeting / CTAS Review to the title. Carried 2-0. 

Motion/Hammond: Second/LaMar to approve the 
November 22 minutes, Board of Canvass Meeting. Carried 
2-0. 

Treasurers Report: October Cash Control was reviewed after 
the issue with receipt from 2021 ARPA Grant that was not 
showing up in the CTAS program. Clerk worked with State 
Auditor’s Office to get the problem resolved. Discussion 
had. Motion/LaMar: Second/Hammond to approve the 
October Cash Control Statement. Carried 2-0. November 
Treasurers Report, disbursements and receipts were 
reviewed. CTAS accounts and fund numbers were 
discussed. Motion/LaMar: Second/Hammond to accept the 
November Treasurers Report. Carried 2-0. 

November Maintenance: Over 800 Ice Candles made by 
LaMar, Boese and her husband. Ice Candle Celebration 
preparation at the hall. Cleaning, shoveling, plowing, 
garbage runs, completed by Boese’s. Bill Wright has also 
come with his side by side and helped widen the Cemetery 
Road and clean up some at the Town Hall. Wright made new 
back board for the Cemetery sign. Board and Clerk thank 
Wright for the helping hand. LaMar has been preparing and 
flooding the rink. New maintenance hire started on 
December 12. LaMar spent the day with him showing the 
properties and some of the work to be done. 

A new program in Embarrass called Dungarvin will be 
opening February 2023. This program will support 
individuals with their Mental Health. Hiring hourly wage is 
$20.00 for the role of MHSII. Dungarvin is trying to get 
word out of the new program.  

2023 Levy discussion was had by the board as they continue 
to prepare for the upcoming Annual Meeting in March. 

Reports from the last several years were discussed and 
reviewed. 

Motion/LaMar: Second/Hammond to accept the November 
Claims and Correspondence. Carried 2-0. 

Motion/Lamar: Second/Hammond to accept and sign the 
required yearly resolution to have the Town Hall as the 2023 
polling place for Embarrass. Carried 2-0. 

Meeting adjourned by LaMar at 8:33 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town 
Clerk 

December Clerks Corner 
The Ice Candle Celebration held in December was beautiful. 
The candles just glowed with all the white snow. Thank you 
to Greg Boese, Jennifer Boese and Jack LaMar for making 
840 ice candles, Bruce and Marge Cornelius, Greg Boese for 
all the help with the Town Hall decorating and setting up 
and the beautiful Memory Board. Marge with the cooking, 
Mary Novak and Marge for helping me serve those who 
stopped in for a bite to eat. All the Christmas goodies 
brought in by many. They were not only beautiful but 
delicious. Adam Sperling for the plowing, hauling candles 
and help placing and lighting. Of course, Santa and his elf 
for taking time out of their busy schedule. Gene Wright for 
stopping in to give a hand, Bill Wright for the extra plowing, 
moving candles and repairs on the Cemetery sign. To all the 
volunteers that braved the cold temperatures and made your 
way through the deep, deep snow to search for the flag 
markers, place and light the candles. You are so amazing. I 
sincerely apologize if any names are missed. Jack LaMar; 
4H Group, Ida Rukavina, Delia and Lucia Dahl, Shawn 
Hainey with Cassandra, Corbet, Khepra, Sefora, and 
Sephas; Denny and Laura Rosendahl, David Heikkila, 
Melanie Rahier, Travis Erickson, Austin Erickson, Rachael, 
Molly and Katy Brophy, Amanda and Hayden Rasmusson, 
Matt Goodwin, Jim, Rana, Parker and Jack Schmidt and 
Noah Archuleta. It was a tough couple weeks with the cold 
and heavy snow fall but because of ALL of you it was 
absolutely beautiful. 

The rink and sliding hill are open and have been getting a lot 
of use. Grab your skates and a sled and go make some 
memories. Thank you Jack LaMar for the many long and 
late hours preparing the rink. 

Our township is truly blessed to have each and everyone of 
you. Wishing you all a Happy New Year and a blessed 2023. 

Jennifer Boese, Embarrass Town Clerk 
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ADS FOR LOCAL BUSINESSES 
Suggested donation to The Flying Finn 

1/4 Page = $8; 1/2 Page = $13; 
Full Page = $22 

To place an ad, write to: 
The Flying Finn, 7503 Levander Rd 

Embarrass MN 55732 
Email embarrasstownship@frontiernet.net 

or call the Embarrass Town Clerk at 984-
2084. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Persons interested in subscribing to 
The Flying Finn may drop off or send a 
donation of $15 for one year, payable 
to the Town of Embarrass, 7503 
Levander Road, Embarrass, MN 
55732. 
The Flying Finn makes a great gift for 
someone who has moved out of the 
community! 

The Flying Finn and the Town of 
Embarrass welcome announcements 
about community events and 
community groups. These submitted 
announcements are printed here and 
on following pages. Neither the Town 
of Embarrass nor The Flying Finn 
necessarily endorses the viewpoints 
or ideology of these groups or their 
events. The Town of Embarrass 
reserves the right to publish or not 
publish any letter to the editor or 
submitted material. 

Town of Embarrass Notice 
Township Board Supervisor to be 

Appointed to fill Vacant Seat 2. 
The Embarrass Town Board will be 

accepting letters of interest for 
anyone wishing to serve on the 

Embarrass Township Board until a 
special election is held. Date of 

special election is to be determined. 
 

ARROWHEAD 
BOOKMOBILE 

Hwy 21 and Hwy 135 
Jan 11, Feb 1 

The Bookmobile offers print books, 
cookbooks, large print books, DVDs, 
audiobooks and video games. For further 
information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. 
Iron, MN 55768, 218-741-3840, see us on 
Facebook or check our web site at 
www.alslib.info. 

 

BABBITT 
PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 
Monday-Friday 

10:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Check out the Babbitt library Facebook page or 
babbitlibrary.blogspot.com for upcoming events. 

 Babbitt Library Facebook 
 Preschool Story Time - Monday's 
 Adult Book Talk - Tuesday's 
 Young Adult Book Talk - Wednesday's 
 Children's Take & Make Kits every month 
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Waasa Township 

Regular Board Meeting 
Wednesday, November 2, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

Board Members Present: Mike Johnson, Carrie Westvik, 
Nina Honkola and Sandra Gibson. Absent: Steve Sipola 

Visitors: Kim Daugherty 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board Chair, 
Mike Johnson and the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

Minutes Approval: Carrie moved to approve the 10/05/22 
Regular Meeting minutes. Mike supported. Carried (2-0). 

Treasurer’s Report: Total Disbursements for October 
Regular Meeting were: $1,636.55. Receipts: $1,083.43 from 
MN DNR PILT. Mike accepted the report and Carrie 
supported. Carried (2-0). 

Approval to Pay Bills: Mike moved to approve payment of 
the bills listed below plus payroll and PERA with support 
from Carrie. Carried (2-0). 

 Gibson, Sandra, $168.98, Reimb: Postage, 2-Ink 
Cartridges & Mileage 

 Hatfield Enterprise, LLC, $1,155.00, Cemetery Lawn 
Care 

 Lake Country Power, $78.83, Electricity for Town Hall 
 Menards—Virginia, $14.08, Election Food for Judges 
 MN Association of Townships, $30.00, LBAE Training at 

Melrude (Steve) 
 MN Association of Townships Insurance Trust, $360.00, 

Worker’s Compensation 
 St. Louis County Auditor—Public Works Dept., 

$2,432.64, Snowplowing 2022-2023 (1st Half) 
 Sipola, Steve, $89.38, Mile. Reimb: Road Inspection & 

Training 

Road Report: Steve inspected the roads on October 31 and 
found them in good condition. 

Cemetery Report: Steve will handle the burial of Richard 
Niemi’s cremains on November 12. They will use the Ben 
Niemi family lot. 

Old Business: Mike reported that the sidewalk repair at the 
hall can be taken off the “To Do List”. 

Steve attended the MAT training at Ellsburg Town Hall on 
November 2 to be certified for LABE. 

New Business: Mill will fill out the 2022 Noxious Weed 
Report. 

A hall rental for November 26 was approved by the board. 

Correspondence: All mail was read and filed. 

Adjournment: Mike moved to close the meeting at 8:20 
p.m. and was supported by Steve. 

Respectfully Submitted, Sandra Gibson, Waasa Town Clerk; 
Mike Johnson, Waasa Board Chair 
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Trapline Liquor 

4897 Hwy 21 
218-984-BYOB (2962) 

traplineliquor@outlook.com 

Don’t limit happy to an hour 

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-10 pm 
Sunday 11 am – 6 pm 

 
Come see us for your 
Celebration Needs! 
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*** OBITUARY *** 
Donna M. Meacham 

Donna Mable Meacham, 81, of Aurora, died on Dec. 12, 2022. 
Funeral services were held on Dec. 22 at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
in Palo with Pastors Steve Banks and Jeanne Madsen officiating. 
Interment was in the Rauha Cemetery in Palo. 

She was born on Oct. 22, 1941, to George and Essie (Moon) Rogers 
in Staples. Donna grew up and attended school in Pillager. She was 
united in marriage to Howard Meacham on July 9, 1960. The family 
moved to Tower-Soudan and later to Palo where they raised three 
children. Donna was a devoted wife and mother. While her children 
were young, she was active in Boy Scouts, the Palo-Markham Teen 
Club, and Loon Lake Harvest Festival. She was a member of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church. She enjoyed doing puzzles and flower 
gardening. Donna took the greatest pleasure in being a grandmother 
and great-grandmother and in her puppy, Lilly. 

Donna is survived by her three children, Larry (Maxine) Meacham of 
East Bethel, Gordon (Kris) Meacham of Embarrass and Lynn (Rick) 
Jones of Aurora; grandchildren, Kristen Mullens, Julie (Tyler) Koski, 
Joshua (Jessica) Jones, Alyssa (Chris) Sumner, Amber (Nate) 
Holmstrom, Renee (Matt) Lane, Melissa (Jon) Semmelroth and 
Marcell (McKayla) Meacham; nine great-grandchildren and three on-
the-way; and numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Howard; siblings, Roy Rogers, Elaine Cullett 
and Leonard Rogers; and her parents. 

Allen H. Tumberg 

Allen Harold Tumberg, 85, passed away peacefully with his family by 
his side and in the gentle care of Knute Nelson Hospice on Nov. 4, 
2022. Funeral services were held on Nov. 7 at Apostolic Lutheran 
Church in New York Mills. 

Allen was born on May 31, 1937, at home in Otto Township, rural New 
York Mills. His parents were the late Albert William and Lydia Jennie 
(Fiskari) Tumberg. Allen attended Country School until the 8th grade 
and graduated from New York Mills High School with the class of 
1955. He worked on the family farm in Otto Township and then served 
in the United States Army and the Army Reserve from July 8, 1961, 
to July 7, 1966. 

On April 16, 1966, Allen was united in marriage with Carol Pahkala. 
Their marriage was blessed with five children, Diane, Michael, 
Robert, Dennis and Jayne. Together Allen and Carol made their 
home in rural New York Mills. Allen was employed as a mechanic at 
Keskitalo Brothers Garage, his brother Don's garage in Sebeka, and 
then at the Ford Garage in New York Mills. Allen was employed at the 
Elders’ Home in New York Mills for 20 years and then worked for 
People’s Express in Wadena. 

Allen enjoyed farming, fixing things in the garage, working on his 
tractor, and spending time with his grandchildren. He was the 
caretaker of Woodland Cemetery for 20 years. He will be dearly 
missed by his family and friends. 

Allen is survived by his wife, Carol of New York Mills; children, Diane 
(Jim) Nelmark of Embarrass, Robert (Tricia) Tumberg of Cokato, 
Dennis (Karissa) Tumberg of Lester Prairie and Jayne (Jesse) Talo 
of Cherry; 11 grandchildren; one great-grandchild due in March 2023; 

many other relatives; and a host of friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Albert and Lydia Tumberg; infant son, Michael Allen; 
and siblings, Linda, Laila, Wendell, Harley, Lempi, Bernice, Sylvia 
and Donald. 

D. Russell Norha 

D. Russell “Russ” Norha, 80, originally of Embarrass, passed away in 
Plymouth, Minnesota after a long struggle with Parkinson’s Disease 
on Wednesday, December 21st. Born Donald Russell Norha April 30, 
1942 in Biwabik, MN to Jacob Theodore Norha (Ted) and Viola Esther 
Maki (Esther), Russ spent his childhood in Embarrass with his older 
brother Ron and younger sister Lois. He grew up working as a logger 
and a miner. Coming from this background, Russ had early exposure 
to and developed an interest in union/management issues. 

A graduate of Embarrass High School, Russ attended Virginia Junior 
College and received his BS degree in business from the University 
of Minnesota in 1964 and a Master’s degree in industrial relations 
from the same school in 1965. He joined General Mills in 1965 at the 
West Chicago plant. 

Russ met his future wife Linda Cartwright in 1965. They were married 
March 26, 1966. They started their life together in Lancaster, Ohio 
where their daughter Anita was born. After several moves in the 
Chicago area, Russ was transferred to the Canadian operations of 
General Mills for four years where their son Eric was born. In the mid 
70’s, Russ transferred to the General Mills headquarters location near 
Minneapolis where he served in various positions until 1986 when he 
became vice president, labor relations where he served until his 
retirement in 1997. 

Russ received the devastating diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease in 
1997. Stress worsened his symptoms, so Russ took an early 
retirement and turned to property building and management with 
Linda. 

Russ had a larger than life personality and presence. He loved to 
downhill and water ski, exercise, play tennis and racquetball, go 
fishing, sing (he had a beautiful voice and sang in various quartets 
and choirs over the years), and he loved physical work. He was 
always shoveling, raking, painting, cutting and clearing at their 
various properties. 

Parkinson’s slowly robbed Russ of all he loved to do. So many losses 
both small and great. Yet he persevered. Especially when life became 
very difficult in recent years, Russ kept a positive attitude and never 
once complained. He was truly a dignified man. 

Russ will be greatly missed by his wife Linda of Plymouth, MN; 
daughter Anita (Scott) of Eau Claire, WI; son Eric (Katie) of Corcoran, 
MN; grandchildren Josh, Ben, Bri, Kayden and Livie; brother Ron 
(Sue) of Tower, MN; sister Lois Steichen (Tom) of Greencastle, PA; 
and nephews Kyle and Jesse Steichen. A memorial service was held 
Monday, December 26th at 1:00 PM at Gearty-Delmore Plymouth 
Chapel in Plymouth, MN. A graveside memorial service is planned for 
Summer 2023 in Biwabik, MN. 
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Sisu Heritage, Inc. 

Monthly Meeting 
December 2022 

Present: Marlin Bjornrud, Cindy Scherer, Mickey 
White, Linda Koskela 

Guest: Jeff Sterle 

1. The November minutes were reviewed and 
declared approved with a revision in #6 
Greenstone and Arrowhead will be providing 
bids in repairing the Hanka Homestead barn 
roof. 

2. The financial report for November was 
accepted with a motion by Mickey W., second 
Linda K. MC. 

3. Membership increased to 152 – 31 lifetime. 

4. Jeff Sterle of Sterle & Co. presented the audit 
of the financial statements for Sisu Heritage, 
Inc. for the year ended December 31, 2021. 
The statements are neutral, consistent, and 
clear. 

5. The Sisu Heritage, Inc. Annual Meeting has 
been set for Sunday, February 26, 2023 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Embarrass Town Hall. The 
current budget was discussed and will be 
reviewed and finalized at the January meeting, 
then proposed for a vote by its members at 
the Annual Meeting in February. 

Submitted by Secretary, Linda Koskela 

Next meeting is Monday, January 16, 2023 @ 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Law Enforcement 
Appreciation 

 
Pancake Breakfast 

Saturday, January 7 
8 to 11 am 
Timber Hall 

4855 Highway 21, Embarrass 
 
Join us in recognizing our local law 
enforcement personnel for the job they do. 
All-you-can-eat pancakes, choice of ham or 
sausage links, fruit cup, juice, and a 
bottomless cup of coffee are on the menu 
and our law enforcement guests and 
children under 5 years eat for FREE. 
 
In addition, you can choose from an 
assortment of donated books and puzzles 
that you can take home and enjoy. A craft 
table will also be set up to keep your little 
ones busy while you enjoy food and 
fellowship. 
 
Adults $6, children (6-10 years) $3, and 
under 5 years FREE. 
 
Sponsored by the Embarrass Region Fair 
Association. 
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EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 
5606 E Taylor Rd, Embarrass, MN 55732 
218-984-3402, www.efreechurch.com 

E-mail: marlinb@efreechurch.com 
 
Sunday 
Family Bible Classes, 9 a.m. 
Family Worship, 10 a.m. 
Monday 
Men’s Bible Study – 7 p.m. 
Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study – 9 p.m. 
Kids on the Rock – 4 p.m. 
ENGAGE Youth Ministry – 6:30 p.m. 
 
Special Events 
Sunday, January 22 – Potluck Fellowship Meal 

and Annual Church meeting – 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, January 28 – Men’s Breakfast – 

8:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday Messages: 
January 1 Communion and Testimonies 
January 8 “A Faith, Love, and Hope Church” 
January 15 “Work Produced By Faith” 
January 22 “Labor Motivated By Love” 
January 29 “Endurance Inspired by Hope” 
 
 
 

PIKE APOSTOLIC LUTHERAN 
6997 Oberg Rd (on Hwy 169) 
www.apostoliclutheran.org 

All Services at 10:30 a.m. 
No services until May. 

Happy New Year 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 
5088 Hwy 21, PO Box 1076, Embarrass 

Office hours 
Tuesday & Thursday, 4:30 – 7 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
hopelutheranembarrass@gmail.com 

218-984-2037 
 

Services begin at 10:30 a.m. 
Temporary Pastor, Billie Rouse 
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